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Nummorum Veterum Populorum &§ Urbium qui in Mufeo Gulielmi 
Hunter affervantur, Deferiptio Figuris illuftrata. Opera & 
Studio Caroli Combe, 8. R.&S 8. A. Soc. Lond. to. 2i. 155: 
G. Nicol, Strand. 


ss elegant volume, the laft legacy of the very candid 
and intelligent poffeflor to the public, is rendered ‘more 
valuable by refle€ting on the lofs which it has lately fuftained, 
The fplendor and the munificence which Dr. Hunter has fo. 
often difplayed in adorning the fcience which he loved; and 
affifting the progrefs of the other branches, in which he was 
lefs interefted, deferve the higheft commendation. We do 
not always meet with the liberality of difpofition, which makes 
the poffeffors of colle&tions eager to communicate their ftores, ” 
and to diffufe both the tafte for fcience, as well as the means 
of, gratifying it. Contented with their own enjoyments, or 
the limited applaufe of a narrow circle, they defire no more; 
to-colleé& is often to hide, and the cabinet of the antiquary is 
more inacceflible than even the cheft of the mifer. The 
gloomy cynic, indeed, will not always draw the moft advan- 
tageous conclufions, even from the moft profufe liberality : 
where he cannot fix the charge of felfifhnefs, he will hint at 
oftentation ; and the man whom he cannot cenfuré as ava- 
ricious, he will defpife as vain. It is always an invidious 
tafk to trace the motives of aétions; to endeavour to deteé& a 
puerile vanity, or a defire for applaufe, as the origin of ufeful 
and apparently meritorious conduét, adds little to the credit 
of the critic, unlefs candor and charity are excluded from 
the virtues which he wifhes to obtain. He ought to receive 
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the advantages which wealth and fcience beftow, with grati- 
tude and attention; nor enquire for a motive, when public 
benefit is-the neceffary confequence. 

It is not our prefent bufinefs to defend the antiquary, who 
colleéts the medals of former ages, or to prove the utility of 
thefe permanent records of othertimes. The real advantages 
of the ftudy of medals are probably not numerous, but they 
are important ; ; and we may be permitted to obferve, that the 
attentive medalift, who hangs, with rapture, over the facred | 
raft, and inveftigates with care'ten thoufand trifling legends, 
by this means only can qualify himfelf to reftore the true «ra 
of a difputed monarch, or to arrange the confufed narration 
of a carelefs hiftorian. Ancient medals afford few materials 
to amufe the fancy or gratify the tafte. ‘The workmanthip is 
generally rude and inelegant; and the infcriptions, originally 
concife and expreflive, muft be fupplied by patient attention 
or a careful comparifon. To this, indeed, there are exceptions, 
‘which are defcribed.with raptures; but the antiquary is, in 
this refpect, like the traveller, who contemplates with tran- 
fport the fcanty verdure which fometimes occurs in the vaft 
extent of a fandy defart. 

Dr. Hunter, after he had colle‘ted with care what nature 
offeréd; turned to the works of art. Among thefe, medals 
attracted his attention, and the vaft number which he has 
collected were procured within the fpace of thirteen years. 
As he wifhes to perpetuate the memory of his benefactors, 
Wwe fhall add our affiftance. The very liberal communications 
which he has received, confer the higheft honour on thofe 
who have beftowed them. The foundation of the collefion 
was laid in the year 1770, from thofe of the Rev. Mr. Dawes, 
and Thomas Sadler, eig. ‘The next year added much to the 
ftock from various cabinets, particularly that of Ifaac Jami- 
heau, his majefty’s conful at Naples. Mr. Sainthill, furgeon, 
in 1772, the prince of Peralta, and Mr. Weft, formerly pre- 
fident of the Royal Society, in 1773, continued to enrich 
Dr. Hunter’s Mufeum. In 1776 the Egyptian coins were 
much increafed from the colle€tions of Mr. J. Bruce, and 
Mr. C. Lindegreen, a Swede, who had refided in Egypt. 
Mr. Duane, with’a fingular benevolence, added his collection 
to our authot’s in the fame year, and it contained the accu- 
mulated treafures of many elegant fcholars and eminent anti- 
quaries. At the fame time Mf, J. White fupplied from his 
Mufeum thofe coins which were wanting in Dr. Hunter’s; 
and, as if this year was to be diftinguifhed by the value of 
the acquifitions, and the characters of the benefactors, Dr. 
Ruffell fupplied thofe deficiencies which hjs ample collection 
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enabled him to difcover. ‘The year 1777 added fill addi- 
tional ftores from the editor Mr. Combe, a foreign nobleman, 
the late Mr.’ Swinton, Mr. J. Smith, formerly his majefty’s 
conful at Venice, the Rev. Dr. Eyre, and Mr. Samuel, of 
Lincala. In the year 1780, the defign of the prefent pub- 
lication was announced; the public approved of it, and the 
Dodor’s friends urged it by their advice, and afftited it by 
their communications. Huis majefty’ prefented him with a 
yery valuable Athenian medal, and his other benefactors were 
Mefirs. H. Walpole, Crofts, Bofanguet, J. Lee, as well as 
the celebrated Abyffinian traveller, Mr. James Bruce, of Kin- 


naird. In thus fketching the outlines of Dr. Hunter’s accu- 


mulating riches, we have omitted many leffer benefaftors ; in- 
deed, the liberality of his friends was fo extenfive, that our 
article would not properly contain the lift alone. It has alfo 
happened, in this full tide of antiquarian acqutfitions, that 
many medals have occurred after the parts of the worlz to 
which they belong have been printed. ‘Thefe are defigned for 
a fupplement, which the Doétor hoped+on what a frail 
foundation are our beft hopes placed!—micht make, by his 


future collection, a proper volume.’ We can now with cnly 


that his fucceffors, with an equal zeal fer the attainment of 
fcience, may add an equal defire to promote it by their com- 


munications. 


This work contains a defcription of the Greek and Roman 
coins, arranged according to the different cities in which they 


‘were ftruck, that are contained in Dr. Hunter’s Mufeum. 


This is the moft proper and convenient order. It is not eafy 
always to difinguifh the money of the ftate from that of the 
cities, coined under an appointed mint-mafter: the different 
coins were probably of equal credit in the different provinces; 
and a chronological feries is impoflible, becanfe a: ancient 
medal is feldom diftinguifhed by the era in which it was 
ftruck. “The Grecian medals are fuperior to the reft of the 
ancient ones in exactnefs and expreilion. ‘The attitudes are 


‘often defigned with fpirit and propriety; but we cannect 


always admire the execution. ‘The united labors of Hardouin 
and Vaillant have nearly completed the catalogue of the coins 
cf cities which have bcen hitherto difcovered; and thofe 
contained in different colleCtions have been frequently en- 
graved. In the prefent enumeration, which is ornamented 
by very elegant and exact reprefentations, we are frequently 


_yeferred to the magnificent plates of the Pembroke colleétion, 
‘thofe of Pellerin, Gefner, Florez, and many ethers; The 


fisures, which are added, contain thofe medals which have not 


hitherto been engraved. ‘The editor, indeed, obferves that a 
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flight difference-may fometimes be found between the defcrip- 
tion, and the plates referred to, of other collections ; but 
thefe are of little confequence, if the medal is, in the more 
effential refpeéts, the fame. We have feen few plates of 
medals fo elegant and exact as thofe now before us, but we 
ftill think that fomething is wanting to their perfeétion. 
The rude ftrokes of the earlier medals, and even the 
improved figures of the Grecian ones, with their moft ex- 
preffive attitudes, may be more faithfully reprefented by en- 
gravings in aqua tinta; at the fame time every part which is 
in relief in the medal, fhould be reprefented in the fame man- 
mer in the plate. Indeed the only defects of the reprefen- 
tations before us feem to be a degree of elegance which they do 
not deferve; and fometimes omitting the relief, which, in 
the fpecimens we have examined, is very difcernible; but 
we ought to add that the omiffion very rarely occurs. 

The other plates reprefent the monograms of the different 
coins, which are arbitrary marks of the mint-mafter, and 
either point out the city in which the medal was coined, or 
fometimes probably the fuperintendant of the work. Some 
peculiar infcriptions, a fcale to afcertain the fize of the coin, 
and fome medals of an uncertain origin, follow ; but the ob- 
{curity of this fubjeét prevents our offering the flighteft obfer- 
vation on it. 

The defcription of the coins is concife and clear, without 
any conjecture concerning the zra of the medal, or the occa- 
fion of its being flruck. The. defcriptions are accompanied 
with four columns, denoting the number, the metal, the fize, 
which refers to the engraved fcale, and the weight of the feve- 
ral coins ; fo that the work fupplies, in fome meafare, the ufe 
of a well-furnifhed cabinet. 

It was intended, in a future volume, till the new fupplies 
had fwelled the promifed appendix to its proper bulk, to pub 
lifh an account of the other medals of this Mufeum. Thefe 
were the Perfian, Pheenician, Samaritan, Palmyran, and Car- 
thaginian coins, with fome others whofe alphabets were little 
known ; the coins of the ancient kings, particularly the Gre- 
cian; thofe of the emperors, ftruck in the colonies and Gre- 
cian cities; the inedited Roman coins; and the Saxon and 
Englifh coins. At prefent, however, this is a promifed land, 
of which the profpect alone may be allowed us, but its accom- 
plifhment will add a dignity to the character of the poffeffor ; 
and, if the work be conducted with as much fidelity and 
judgment as the prefent, an additional luftre to that of 
the editor. 
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The American Wanderer through Various Parts of Europe. Ina 


Series of Letters to.a Lady. By a Virginian. 8vo0. 735. 
Robfon. 


WE might juftly difpute our author’s title to each of his 
denominations, and, inftead of an American Wanderer, 
call him an Exglifh Reclufe. There is, in reality, no difcri- 
minating circumftance which points out the country of our 
traveller, and there is no defcription fo ftriking and appro- 
priated, that might not have been di¢tated in the clofet, or at 
leaft colle&ted from other publications. The fuccefs of Dr. 
Moore’s lively and interefting narrative has probably occafioned 
the prefent wandering; and, though he ‘ follows his parent 
with unequal fteps,’ yet we have been fometimes amufed with 
his fpirited obfervations, though often difgufted with his fri- 
volity. But we cannot yet finifh our criticifm on the title. 
The letters are faid to be addreffed to a lady, and there is a 
very diftant hint that this lady is married; at leaft we fee no 
other connection between our author’s hiftory and that of 
Werter with his Charlotte. Even this account is, however, 
fufpicious ; for the author dwells with fuch animation on the 
perfonal beauties of his female adventurers; there are fo 
many particular, and fometimes even licentious defcriptions, 
that we think no lady of virtue could have permitted them to 
be addreffed, exclufively, to her. But thefe obfervations will 
not affect general readings; though there are fome circum- 
ftances which delicacy may not altogether approve, yet the 
innocent mind will not meet with any very fevere fhocks. 
Though we have mentioned that the probable prototypes 
of this lively volume were thofe of Dr. Moore, yet Sterne 
muft claim his fhare. Our author too has his monk, who 
is defcribed with humour and fpirit ; but he tells us that he 
enquired of Deffein, whether any one in that neighbourhood 
refembled the Francifcan of Yorick. The cold heart who 
could for a moment think of an original, the philofophical 
apathy which could afk the queftion, will be defpifed ‘by 
the genuine admirers of fentimental travelling. The por- 
traits of Sterne want no original; they are the children of 
feeling ; the efforts of lively imagination, fuggefted by the 
flighteft circumitances, in unifon with the prefent difpofition. 
Avaunt, ye ifmitators! may the name of our Virginian never 
again blot the page which that of Sterne has fanttified. His 
picture of the noble Auftrian ought, however, to be refcued 
from this cenfure. It is drawn with fpirit and feeling, and 
we fhall therefore infert it. 
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‘ Of the monks invited to dine with us there was one by 
birth an Aufrian—a tall, manly, commanding figure! Courage 
and dignity beamed in his countenance—He had more the air of 
a gencral thanof a monk! We fince learned that he was a man 
of birth; that, in early life, he had been a foldier—had_ loved, 
but a dilappeintment in the moft tender and irrefiflible of all 
humgn paffions had induced him to dedicate the remains of his 
unhuppy life to the fervice of God. . In this holy afylum he en- 
deavours, by meditation, and by acts of beneficence, love, an@ 
charity, to obliterate or foothe the remembrance of his melans 
choly lot! I don’t know how it was, but a certain pre-fentt: 
ment that his might one day be my deftiny, immediately gave 
me a pred: leGion for the nobly unfortunate Auftrian! He is now 
old and infirm, and looks as if the grave, the only fure refuge 
for forrows like his, will {oon clofeupon him! He had the gout, 
the abbé told us—I loved the good abbé for the refpeét and at- 
tention he paid the old man—Cheer up, my father, faid the 
abbé, the fit is going off; you will foon be out of pain; drink 
cheerfully of this old wine—good wine is a panacea for the ills 
of all you Germans—Here is to the health of the emprefs your 
amiable queen !—The Englifh gentlemen will pledge you. The 
Englith gentry were once knight-errants in the fervice of your 
imperial “mittrefs.— A figh that heaved the manly breaft of the 
noble Auftrian, and a big tear that trembled upon his woe-worn 
cheek, told us: that his ficknefs was in his heart, and that he would 
never be out of pain until his: pulfe fhould forget to move.— 
Yet he drank to the health of bis royal miftrefs, and taught his 
countenance to wear the femblance of joy, left fympathy for his 
fufferings might fhed a gloom over the focial circle. — 

‘ While the Auftrian held the head of Cxfar in his hand, he 
defcanted, with an amiable enthufiafm, upon the virtues of his 
roval mafter the reigning emperor, and, by way of relief to the 
picture, was lavith of his farire upon the Pruffian Frederick. He 
Jamented, that, by our joining this fanguinary fcoundrel, as he 
called him, the lait war, we had precipitated, bien a contre coeur, 
his beloved mifirefs Therefa into the arms of the French, in vio- 
lation of true policy, and of the natural bias of the Auftrians 
to the Englith people ; for, faid he, our habits and our manners 
are in unifon.—We love the Englith, and our love is heightened 
by our remembrance of and gratitude for your generous and 
powerful protection of our young queen, when a combination of 
her enemies madeher totter on her throne. Our alliance with 
the infidious French is not countenanced by our feelings; it is 
aukward: we are too frank, they are too craftv. On the other 
hand, conneéted with the Englith, i it is ever thus, faid the honeft 
Aufrian,- eagerly fnatching my hand to his mouth and kiffing it. 
He then: begged we would examine if we had any medals, that is, 
half-pence, of the kings and queens of England. It is the 
greaieft prefent you could make me, faid he; a true Auftrian 
infinitely prefers” a brais head of an Englith | king to a golden 
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ftatue of a French monarch. The captain of the guards was 
highly delighted with this elegant and fincere eulogium upon his 
country and his fovereign. By the affiftaice of his man Frank,. 
he had the bappinefs to accommodate our friend with a half fcore 
of the medals to which he was fo partial. —Never did he receive 
fo many thanks for fo trivial a gift. —The old man’s heart over- 
flowed at the fight of two individuals of a nation he loved. He 
faid, fhould we, as we had given room to hope, vifit their cgn-. 
vent on our return from Switzerland, he would tell us the fad 
ftory of his life. —The lady I adored was a native of your happy 
country, faid he—fhe is now no more—I have the additional 
anguifh to know that her attachment to me precipitated her fate. 
Ere I go to my dear Adelaide, I will confide to you the hiftory of 
our loves.—-Her countrymen and her lover fall with tears of 
fentiment and of pity moiften her urn! Here the voice of our 
noble friend faulrered—He fighed, feemed confufed at betraying 
a tendernefs unfuited to his holy garb.—He bluthed, clafped his 
folded hands to bis agonizing breaft, which laboured to, contain a, 
broken heart; threw a longing, fixed look to the heavenly abode 
ot his miftrefs ! —fhudder’d! - with his fuccin& robe, *candid ty pe 
of-an unfpotted foul, he veiled his gufhing eye-lids, and abruptly 
retired.’ : 


In his imitations of Dr. Moore, our author is not always 
fuccefsful. The ceremony of the holy handkerchief, or 
St. Suare, with which Chrift wiped his face, during his fuf-. 
ferings, feems the moft happy in refemblance; and we thall 
therefore tranfcribe it. 


‘ There was one perfon only who prefented herfelf to Saint 
Suaire; a handfome country girl, about feventeen years of age.. 
The archbifhop, furrounded by his canons, now appeared in the 
gallery, in their blue filk capes, faced with red taffety, the drefs 
of the order. The bifhop unfurled the holy handkerchief, which 
yet retained the fpots of blood impreffed upon it by fefus Chritt, 
while the drums beat, the mufic ftruck up, and awe, reverence, 
and eager expectation beamed in the faces of the devout! The 
Officers, Seymour, and myfelf, at this moment, furrounded. the 
poffefied damfel ; we had therefore an opportunity of obferving 
all her manceuvres. I had often the honour of lifting her up 
when fhe was overborn by the waving to and fro of the immenfe 
multitude. While the holy handkerchief was flying, the devil 
feemed ftrong upon her, evincing himfelf by inward groanings 
of the fpirit, foamings at the mouth, and a thoufand antic tricks ; 
but as foon as the:good bifhop took in his anti-fatanic handker- 
chief, the pofleffed-lady remained placid and compofed ; fhe even 
attended to the flourets of a young urchin of an officer in the: 
king’s regiment, the fon of the duke de N~—s; this profane 
rogue would make love to her, tickle her, flatter her; the feemed 
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to liften nothing loth to his attentions; would even laugh and 
totally forget the part it became her to play, until the roll of th 
drum, and the fluttering of Saint Suaire, again difturbed the 
devil within her; fhe would then reiterate her murmurs and 
groans. Thrice the good bifhop, with anxious and difmayed 
countenance, difplayed the holy handkerchief, and thrice he 
retired it without vifible effect. The devil ftill poffeffed the wo- 
man, for fhe yet attendéd to the blandifhments of the young 
officer! The devotees were fcandalized ; the bifhop was in a 
dilemma; thoufands of gaping believers ftood appalled, fearing 
the tutelar faint of Befangon would no more fhower down his 
bleffings upon fuch miferable finners. I really myfelf fympa- 
thized with fuffering humanity; and, thinking that the devil, 
from the cantumacy he had recently evinced, muft be partial to 
the-company of the military, I was endeavouring to perfuade the 
young‘ foldier to retire. 1 had juft gained my point, and hearing 
a murmur infinuating, that the prefence of heretics muft have 
difgufted the faint, Seymour and myfelf were efcaping with him, 

when there arrived an order from the bifhop to withdraw the 
young girl from the fpot appropriated to the poffeffed; for that 
fhe was a liar, and neither the truth or the devil was in her; 

for that had the been poffeffed by a free citizen of hell, the tacted 
handkerchief would infallibly have made her whole, We had 
obferved an elderly man who appeared indignant at the unfeeml 

demeanor of the poflefled, pufh through the croud to the church ; 

it feéms he had informed the bifhop of the poor girl’s inconfiftent 
behaviour, which information induced the above order. This 
otlicious fellow now came back, reviled bitterly the ~poor maid, 
and I believe would have adually beat her, had fhe not been pro- 
tected by the military.’ 


We fhall not infert any of our author’s defcriptions of 
places ; fome we know are mifreprefented, and we fufpec the 
fame of others, On the whole, the reader, who purfues 
amufement only, will here find a fufficient ftore; if he aims 
at information, we fear he will fometimes be deceived. 

- The work is carelefsly printed ; the French words are often 
mifpelt. Thefe and others we might attribute to the inat- 
tention of the correétor; but he could ‘not call phlogifton, 
fugifton’ ; gall, gaul; complines, complies; &c. He could 
not ufe the terms qwritative talents, inftead of talents for wri- 
ting ; 4/ub, for plump; and many other inaccuracies of the 
fame kind. Thefe errors muft be attributed to the author, 
and are real blemifhes in a lively and entertaining per- 
formance. 





eis. Re. 7 

The Confeffions of F. F. Rouffeau, with the Reveries of the Soktary 
Walker. Tranflated from the French, 2 Vols. i2mo. 65. 
Bew. 


Work written from the heart, expreffive chiefly of the 

feelings, and of the feelings -of a Rouffeau, cannot be 
eafily tranflated. It is not enough to render ‘ word for 
word,’ like the ‘ faithful interpreter’ of {cientific truth ; 
but the tranflator muft be intimately acquainted with the 
manners of the people, whofe adventures he relates; he muft 
know the peculiar delicacies of the language as well as their 
domeftic phrafes ; and his heart muft fee] the fentiment be- 
fore he can exprefs it with fuitable energy and juftnefs." If, 
therefore, the tranflator has failed, the difficulty of the tafk will 
be fome apology for its imperfection ; and ‘this firft attempt to 
delineate in the Englifh language the heart of a fingular and 
eccentric genius, deferves fome attention. 

The fpirit and force of the original are feldom preferved ; 
but this frequently unavoidable confequence of a tranflation 
might have been forgiven, if we could have beftowed any 
commendation on its accuracy. We endeavoured to mark the 
trifling blemifhes which we obferved, on comparing it with 
the original, but they were foon too numerous to be diftin- 
guifhed. We fhall mention only two which obfcure the fenfe, 
or render the fentiment ludicrous. In one of his boyith con- 
trivances, to procure fome aprles from the pantry, adjoining 
a kitchen, he fays, in the tranflation, ‘ I climbed the may-pole,’ 
‘fur lamay.’ It is indeed true, that, ‘ la may,’ in Boyer’s dic- 
tionary fignifies a may-pole, as well as the month of May, and 
either would have been equally applicable ; but, in the prefent 
cafe, it means a kind of cheft or hutch, in which bread is 
made. This might very well affift him to reach a high lattice, 
but the may-pole would have been entirely ufelefs, even if it 
had been the furniture of a kitchen; the miftake is more 
remarkable, as in the fecond part of the adventure he is faid 
to mount ‘ fur les tretaux.’ 

The next miftake which we fhall mention is ftill more ridi- 
culous.. In the adventure with Mifs de G. and Mifs Galley, 
he defcribes his dinner-in the following manner: ‘ We dined 
in the farmer’s kitchen ; the two friends fat on benches, which 
were on each fide the table, and their vifitor between them, on 
a three legged ftool. What a dinner! What a remembrance full 
of charms ! How, when we can, at fo trifling an expence, tafte 
pleafures fo pure and fo real, want to feek others! never was a 
dinner aT THE MAD HousSE of Paris to be compared to this 
meal; I do not mean for mirth only, for pleafing joy; but I 
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mean for fenfuality.? The ahkwardnefs of the firft expreffion, 
marked by the Italics, need not detain us. -It is enough to 
have ‘pointed it: out ;°but that it is poflible to compare fuch a 


™é 


repaft, pleafares fo pure and fo véal, mirth and even jenfuality 
to the dinners at -a’mad houfe;’ merely becaufe’ Boyer had. 


given this tranflation ‘of * les ‘petites’"maifons,’ we could not 
have believed; without this decifive evidence: The tranflator 
fhould have: looked farther, and he would have found that the 
little houwfes'in one of the ‘royal gardens, which are furnifhed 
with the moft exquifite tafte, where the monarch frequently re- 
tires to éfcape from the cares of empire, andthe frivolous 
grandeur of majefty, have this denemination. ‘Unfortunately, 
they’ were chiefly in fafhion during the retgn of the countefs 
du Barri, many years fince Boyer’s diétionary ‘was publifhed. 

It is ufelefs to extend thefe remarks ; it will be obvious that 
the knowlege of a language, which is acquired by the per- 
petual affiftance of a dictionary; will not be fufficient for a tafk 
fo difficult as the prefent. The tranflation conveys a very 
imperfect,and mutilated picture of the original; but even in 
its prefent ftate it.is interefting and entertaining, and will be 
read with equal fatisfattion by the enthufiaftic admirer of 
Rouffeau, who values the: flighteft produdions of his pen, as 
well-as by the philofopher, who contemplates a real and fingu- 
lar picture of the human mind with eager curiofity and fixed 
attention. ; 

The work itfelf is, at prefent, well known: Rouffeau re- 
capitulates the feveral actions of his life, with candour and 
precifion. . He relates his feelings and his reafoning, - his vir- 
tues and his errors, ‘ even fram his boyifh days,’ with un- 
exampled minutenefs. Weare interefted in his moft childifh 
adventures,. and even his faults are almoft excufed by. the 
candor of the confeflion.. Endowed with a feeling heart, he 
feems for a time incapable of reafon. Every aétion is the 
effeét of a momentary impreflion, and» he is at once carried 
away by the fentiment, without being able to reflect on the 
tendency, or the confequences of the aétion. In general, he 

_feems open, generous, and fincere ; but the conftant dupe of 


defigning artifice or wanton fenfuality. ‘Thefe confeflions are — 


however imperfect ;.in his later days he was referved, fufpi- 
cious, and petulant; the adventures which. produced the 
change in his condud, for he was ftill the flave of his feelings, 
would have gratified the curiofity of the idle enquirer, and 
might even have inftruéted the metaphyfician. But it has 
been reported, that the reft: of the confeflions were fapprefied 
by the influence of a great family in France, who were con- 
need with them, and treated with his ufual franknefs.— The. 
| , Reveries 
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Reveries of the Solitary Walker are not equally interefting ; but 
they are the reveries of Rouffeau, and deferve our attention. 
The adventures of his advanced age are fometimes lightly 
mentioned, and the reflections are chiefly valuable, as they 
imperfe&ly fupply. what jealoufy has fuppreffed. _Thefe Con- 
feffions furnifh us with the originals of fome of the characters 
in the New Eloife, the foundation of many of his precepts relat- 
ing to education. We fee the original of the Savoyard Curate, 


and his confeffion of faith ; and, when we have contemplated _ 


the eccentricities of the man, we almoft think his works re- 
gular and credible. We find he knew but little Latin; we 
are, therefore, not furprifed at his affertion which we have for- 
merly mentioned, on a botanical fubje&t*; that ‘ Cicero 
would have ufed the language of Linnzus, if he had written 
a fyftem of Botany.’ 

The beginning of the work is fingularly folemn and affect- 
ing. We fhall infert it, as lefs liable to objection, than fome 
of the other parts of the tranflation. 


¢ Tam undertaking a work which has no example, and whofe 
execution will have no imitator. I mean to lay open to my fel- 


low-mortals a man juft as nature wrought him; and this man is . 


myfelt. 

A I alone. I know my heart, and am acquainted with man- 
‘kind. Iam nor made like any one I have feen; I dare believe 
T am not made like any one exifting. If I am hot better, at leaft 
I am quite different. Whether Nature has done well or ill in 
breaking the mould fhe caft me in, can be determined only after 
having read me. 

“ Let the trumpet of the day of judgment found when it will, 
I fhall appear with this book in my hand before the Sovereign 
Judge, and cry with a loud voice, This ‘is my work, thefe were 
my thoughts, and thus was I. [ have freely told both the good 
and the bad, have hid nothing wicked, added nothing good ; and 
if | have happened to make ufe of an infignificant ornament, 
"twas only to filla void occafioned by a fhort memory : I may have 
fuppofed true what I knew might be fo, never what I knew was 
falfe. I have expofed myfelf as I was, contemptible and vile 
fome times; at others, good, generous, and fublime. I! have re- 
vealed my heart as thou faweft itthyfelf. Eternal Being! affem- 
ble around me the numberlefs throng of my fellow-mortals ; let 
them liften to my conteffions, let them lament at my ‘unworthi- 
nefs, let them blufh at my mifery. Let each of them, in his 
turn, lay open his heart with the fame fincerity at the foot of thy 
throne, and then fay, if he dare, I was better than that man.’ 





* See the Tranflation of the firft Number of Linnzus’s Syftem 
pf Nature. Crit. Rev. for January, p. 2% 
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348 Lhe Modern Art of Love. 


There are fome other parts which we with to prefent | to the 
public; but we hope. to be able to fele& them from a better 
tranflation., We have already pointed, out, the, qualifications 
which, a/itranflator,of. this work..fhould poffefs; and, as. they 
areonot, humerous, we, fhall, expe to-fee one: Bats is not.un- 
saat as the original. : 


= 8 





=— —_ —- 


The Modern Art of Love; or, the Congress of Cythera. Small 
“8v0,, 25. 6d. fewed. Kearfley. 


rpHis ccentric and ingenious little performance was. firft 

publifhed in the year 1744, and paft through a variety of 
editions in a very fhort time. We are informed that fuch of 
them-received. fome additional embellifhment. from the hands 
of the author, and:that the prefent tranflation is taken from 
the lat, which was printed at Leghorn, 1765. The name of 
Algarotti is well known in the republic of letters, and the pre- 
fent work. feems to have been executed in one of his happieft 
hours, . It opens in the following manner : 


¢ About the beginning of the prefent century, the fineft coun- 
tries.in Europe had for fome time. lamented the abfence of the 
God of Love. , .He was.no longer feen by mortals, emptying his 
quiver from the, radiant eyes ofa beauty; and lovers breathed 
out.their fighs merely -in compliance with cuftom, or in remem- 
brance. of their paft fufferings. . All nature was in a flate of lan- 
guor,.as many,yet living, may well remember, and various were 
the reafons that were afligned by mankind for fo extraordinary a 
change.) Several. perfons, imagined, that Love had concealed 
himfelf, fome where or-other, in order to play. off fome little wan- 
ton, trick of yengeance;, others, that he. had clofed his eyes ata 
dramatic reprefentation, or, an academic.folemnity, and had not 
yet: awakened. from. his lumber. It was fuppofed by one, that 
the god was bufily. employed in.fomenting difcord in the cabinets 
of princes ; by another, that his whole attention was engroffed in 


furnifhing matter for a. madrigal or an eclogue. Thofe, who 


were moft given to fpeculation, maintained, that he had retired 
from the world with another Pfyche, and lay by her fide intoxi- 
cated with that delicious neftar, a few drops of which he mixes 


“im the cup of mortals.’ 


~ But we are informed that thefe, and many other conjectures, 
were entirely erroneous, and that the God had withdrawn to 


"meditate on an important conteft relative to his affairs, which 


had arifen in certain kingdoms of Europe. -He fummons his 
attendants to council, and obferves, that though it was for- 
metly ‘ the feat of beauty, gallantry, and valour, it was now 
ftrangely altered: that its various nations differed as much in 
their maxims and practice in love, as in their language, forms 

of 
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of government, and method ‘of living: that one nation made 
the fentiments of the heart mere Obje&ts of the underftanding ; 
another would have them conform to the capricé'of cuftom ; 
and a third confounded with fenfual pleafure ‘the mot téfined 
enjoyments.of the tender—paflion.’.. He proceeds to defire, 
that it may,be.taken into their ferious confideration how to 
obviate thefe evils, and reftore’ concord among his fubjeéts. 
Various opinions are given, but that of PLeasure is at laft 
unanimoufly affented to: that three ladies fhould be fam- 
moned from England, France, and Italy, to reprefent the fitu- 
ation of his affairs in thefe refpeétive nations: which being 
properly made known, would fuggeft to him fome remedy for 
the good of thefe nations, and the world in general. 

The three ladies appointed for this embafly are lady Grave- 
ly, madame de Jafy, and lady Beatrice. Their characters are 
admirably drawn, and finely contrafted. We cannot refift the 
temptation of giving the following humorous account of 
madame de Jafy, and her attendants : 

¢ Madame de Jafy had fuch a profufion of rouge upon her 
face, as to excite the wonder of ‘the inhabitants of Cythera: fhe 
diffufed, wherever fhe went, the agreeable fcent of lavender and 
other perfumes. Her open Andrian, which was of a ftraw colour 
embroidered with filver, together with her fhort petticoat, con- 
cealed only in part one of the beft turned legs, that had been feen 
in France fince the days of the fair Gabrielle.” By her fide were 
three or four beaux. She leaned'on'the arm of one, fmiled on 
another, and nodded to a third ; whilft they amufed themfelves as 
they went along, with the fteps of the cotillon and the minuet de 
la cour. As the beauties of the place’ opened upon their ‘view, 
they recalled to their mind Bagndlet'and Marli: and the inhabi- 


tants of Cythera appeared to them mere ftrangers im their own 
ifland.’ 


The three ladies arrive together at the temple, and pay 
their obeifance to the god of love, ‘ not forgetting at the 
fame time to caft their eyes afkaunt upon one, another.’ 
Pieasure informs them, that it being the will of Cupid 
that peace fhould be reftored to the world, they are requelted 
tq affift in fo beneficial a defign, ‘ by expounding the various 
opinions which had given rife to fuch divifions in Europe, 
and. afterwards attend with refignation to the judgment of the 
deity.’ In order to prevent difputes, the priority of fpeak- 
ing is determined by lot, Lady Gravely takes the lead, and 
complains bitterly of the deplorable ftate of love in her coun- 
try ; inveighs againft political difquifitions held over a bottle, 
and obferves, that ‘ whilft they are meditating the conqueft 
of a heart, the men are ruminating the downfal of a mini- 
fter.’ A great deal of fevere, and, we are afraid, juft fatire, 
enfue 
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ee The Modern Art 0f Bove. 
enfuds uj 6n our unfociable difpofitions,’ badthahafian’ exceffes, 
and” to ‘debaticheries. © But when ‘the’ Fatherits; ‘that’ *a fe- 
roailt 3 of mannérs daily gains ground, and’ {pieads' itelf wider 
amonp’ us; and fays,' that *‘our ‘youth who" have acqu: ired 
fome degree of foreign polith, are’ eager to wath it’ of in the 
ftreights of Dover, left it fhould be confidered ‘asa blemith ;’ 
we object ‘to the charge. The laft affertion ‘more partichlarly 
feenis the reverfe of truth : we imagine that the défire of thew- 
ing they 4ave travelled, is the rock they’ commonly fplit upon ; 
and which too often induces them, inftead of accommodating 
themfelves to the cuftoms of their own country, to exhibit 
every peculiar fpecies of foppery that attracted their notice in 
others. Neither can we affent to the following remark : 

_. © How often have I heard our old ladies talk of the happy 
days of Charles the Second! the kingdom was at that time pow: 
ertul within itfelf, and formidable to foreign nations; the true 
dodtrines of love were then practifed, as well as underitood 
among us.’ 

‘Phefe happy days were probably the moft infamous that 
ever. diferaced our annals. We almoft imagine the author 
muft have. fpoken ironically, when he talks of the formid: 
able power of an. inglorious, penfioned monarch, and the 
prevalence of, the doétrines of love.in an abandoned court 
that proclaimed open: war, againft all decency and delicacy 
of fentiment, Lady, Gravely farther tells us, 

‘. The; lat years of Queen Anne’s reign witnefled the decline of 
gallantry together with that of the empire. The exploits of a 

arlborough are now_cnly to be met with in hiflory; and the 

Rape. of, the Lock, at prefent, ferves only for a picture of the 
elegant manners, of former times, like the defcriptions of the 
golden age among other‘nations.’ 
_ This is ‘a ftrange mifreprefentatian ; fiidely in Algarotti’s 
time, England as to extent of power, or refinement oF man- 
ners, could not lofe by a comparifon with the times of Marl- 
borough, or any other period of her political exiftence. 

Madame de Jafy is the next fpeaker, and the peculiar foibles 
of our volatile neighbours are taken off in a moft mafterly 
manner. France is reprefented as the firft of nations, and 
Paris as the centre of politenefs, out of which there can be no 
exiftence. Love, fhe defcribes as, ‘ a delicate commerce. be- 
tween fouls, founded equally on the attractions of the mind 
and perfon ; a perpetual fource of defires and pleafures.’ 

¢ ‘Thefe énjoyments are never cloyed by fatiety, as we are fin- 
cere enough to declare the term, as well as the comméncement, of 
every foft-fenfation. No paffion can take fuch root as to aft for 
ever inthe human breaft, and the brifker the flame, it is always the 
Jefs durable. Yet our inconftancy does not render us the lefs obe~ 
dient to thy laws,’ 

Thefe 





Inquiry. concerning. the. Ronan Légion. 3 5t 
‘Thefe fentiments,:as. well, as, many, others,. no way -pleafe 
lady Beatrice ; i, he begins, along metaphyficozpoetical harangue 
{for which; fhe. is nota little. indebted to ! the works, of, Plato, 
Petrarch, and: Dante); concerning the, nature of. love,, and, the 
vations abufes of that paffion,, "The French, and Engh fh, man- 
ners are equally, condemned :), all fenfual ideas. ang repsoheresh 
anda ‘ refined affection , which, has for its object, the, impor - 
tant part, without any, regard to the frail, and perifhable, in- 
cumbrance. of. the body,’, is fubftituted.in, its, place... This 
difcourfe. is continued i in fo ferious a manner, that we almoft 
begun to imagine the author. meant to reprefent cicifheifm. as 
a kind of fpiritual.conneStion, a.‘ union. of...pure with pure;’ 
had he: not..obferved at.the, conclufion of :the {peech, that 
‘« lady Beatrice had.more, than. once during its continuation 
made ufe of, her fan to.-conceal a Jaugh.’; . So that, let 
Mr. Baretti day-what he will, we. cannot difmits all fufpicion 
on this ‘head. Cupid, now finding his embarraifments cleated 
up, relative to the ftate of his affairs, exhorts Pleafure to teach 
mankind the’rules on which the: true art of love\is founded, 
and-make them unanimoes ‘in adopting the fame mode of pur- 
fuit to obtain their wifhes. > Pleafure’ accordingly ' obeys, and 
the infttuctions of this deity’ fhew the-author to have»been an 
adept in the fcience of which he profeffedly treats. 2>Her idi- 
rections are fucceeded by a picturefque’ de(crapriote Of the 
amufements and entertainments 'givett to the embafladreffes in 
the ifland of Cythera ; fo: that theladies' Gravely and Beatrice 
quit it with reluctance, and we dre informed ‘that even madame 
de Jafy had almof forgotten the charms ‘of Paris. © 
Subjoined to this we have another littlé ety. calléd;” < the 
Judgment of Love, or Conerefs of. Cythera’ in which the 
fame fubjed&t is continued, "and the author introduced under 
the name of Heroticus. As it appears to us inferjor to the 
firft part, we fhall fay nothing farther on the fubject, but that 
the tranflation is executed with.accuracy and elegance, 


i. 
~ ~— —=——~ - 


A Critital Enquiry into the Confitution of the Roman Legion, 
with fome Obferwations on the’ Military Art of the Romaas, 
compared avith that of the Moderns, 4te. Balfour, Edin- 
burgh; Cadell, London. x 


WE recolle& the obfervation ‘of a lively and entertaining 
author, that ‘ the fyftems of Guftavus and ‘Frederick, 
are but copies from the fcattered fragments of the Roman fol- 





dier, and afflume mof merit when they moft clofely. covy their. 


original.’ Forms may indeed change ;, but, while the end 
and defign continue the fame, the more neceffary circumiftances 
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388. Inquiry concerning the. Roman Legion. 


will not effentially vary. Notwithftanding our alterations in the 
fyftem. of war, if Cafar were to furvey a modern army, he 
wotild foon recognize the velites, the equites, the principes, 
haftati, and primarii in light infantry, cavalry, grenadiers, 
battalion’ arid -referve.. Yet the conttitution of an army, and 
its exertions will be very different, from the varying ftate of 
fociety, from the motives of the war, and the degree with 
which: each individual is conneéted with them. Thefe are 
ftated by the author with precifion and propriety, and from 

this part we fhall tranfcribe a fhort fpecimen of the work. 
©The methods of attack and defence in ufe among the mo- 
derns, have rendered artillery an indifpenfable appendage of an 
army. But, however neceflary and ufeful artillery may be in 
certain refpects, it 1s a great incumbrance in the movements of 
an army; in fo much that, from this caufe-alone, enterprizes, the 
fuccefs of which depended on expedition, have frequently been 
rendered abortive. ‘The armies of the ancients, and particularly 
of the Romans, were better fitted for expedition, not only on ac- 
count of their fmaller numbefs, but likewife of their being free 
from the incumbrance of artillery. Hence we frequently find 
the ancients engaged in enterprizes which a modern army, clog- 
ed with artillery, could not undertake. While Czfar befieged 
Selvovie, he was informed that the Aédui had revolted, which 
was the more alarming, that this people had fignalized themfelves 
by ‘their adherence and fidelity to the Romans ; and Cefar, in his 
turn, had“diftinguifhed them with particular marks of favour. He 
faw that to abandon the fiege, and to negleé this revolt, would 
equally endanger a general defe&tion of the Gauls. Leaving two 
legions, the rekon to defend the camp, and amufe the befieged, 
he marched with four legions about midnight, came up with the 
army. of the /Edui at the diftance of twenty-five miles from his 
camp, to which he returned before fun-rifing the fecond morning 
after he had left it. This happened fome time near the autum- 
nal equinox, as appears from a paffage where Cafar mentions his 
croffing the Allur.. This march, therefore, of fifty miles was 
performed in lefs than thirty hours ; for he was occupied fome 
time with the enemy, and-allowed his men three hours reft before 
they began to return. By expedition, he obliged Pompey and 
his party to abandon Rome in confufion. By a foreed march, 
he efcaped from Dyrrachium, and faved his army, his enemy be- 
ing unable'to come up with him, from the greater quantity of 
baggage. By expedition, he overtook Petreius and Afranius in 
the mountains of Catalonia ; and, without bloodfhed or fighting, 
having forced them ‘to tay down their arms, put an end to a-cam- 
paign ; which furnitheth, perhaps, greater examples of general- 
fhip than any other recorded th hiftory. Upon the whole, an ac- 
complifhed general ‘will avail himfelf more of his military quali- 
fications:with ‘an army fitted ‘for furprize,- feints, forced marches, 
or whatever enterprizes depend on expedition, than with an ar- 
2 my 
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my encumbered with the»neceffary implements of the modcta 
fy item.’ 3 wun goitoamtesceal \ 

It would be unjuft, -both-to the author and the reader, to 
conceal: the. obfervations on Czfar’s. Commentaries. ) They 
contain a trait ofthat general’s.character, which has net beea 
frequently noticed; though it.adds even to 4is.great, reputa- 
tion. 

‘ Of the various beauties with which the commentaries of J+ 


Cefar abound, none ‘are more ftriking than the paflages which’ 


difcover the affection which fubfitted betwixt. that general and hig 
army. He never lofeth an opportunity of mentioning the merits, 
either of his army in general, or of particular characters ; and 
never expreffeth himfelf more pathetically than on thefe occa- 
fions. Indeed, he fometimes afcribes his victories rather to the 
bravery of his army, than to his own conduct. Numberlefs in- 
ftances of Czfar’s folicitude to do juftice to his army might be 
produced ; the few following, from his account of the battle of 
Pharfalia, may fuffice. 

‘ The firft relates to their attention to difcipline, independent 
of orders... Upon founding the charge, the men, as was ufual, 
rufhed forwards: but, obferving the enemy, contrary to cuftom, 
not to ftir from their ground, they, of their own accord, ftopr 
left they fhould be fatigued before clofing with the enemy, an 
likewife to be fatisfied that the ranks were not in diforder. After 
a fufficient paufe, they made their. attack. To.a fuperficial reader, 
this will appear a trifling circumftance ; but it was.a certain proof 
of attention to difcipline, and Czfar takes motice of it as iuch, 
Pompey is faid too to have been alarmed upon obferving it. 

« Cafar.next obferves the readinefs,of his army to undertake 
any labour at .his defire. The enemy being in flight, Cefar pro« 
poied to his army to force their camp, and obferves, that, though 
the men were exhaufted with fatigue and heat, (ir being about 
mid-day), yet, being prepared for any hardfhip, they complied 


with the order. ; 


‘ He afterwards difcovers a generous refentment, becaufe ofa 


reproach thrown upon his army. When the enemy’s camp was 
forced, marks of effeminacy and luxury appeared in every part of 
it; and yet, fays Cefar, they reproached with thefe vices an 
army which, with unrelenting patience, and in want of the com- 
mon neceflaries. of life, had not declined to fuffer the greareft 
hardfhips... Upon the whole, Czfar feldom’ mentions his army, 
without difcovering the feelings of a grateful and generous mind ; 
and, though emotions of this nature be frequently produdive of 
inflated and hyperbolical language, he never departs. from the 
{tile peculiar to himfelf, which is grave, perfpicuqus, and ner- 
vous. | The majefty of his compofition correfponds with, that of 
his manners. ..T. Livius, Tacitus, and. Salluft, have their. re- 
{pective merits: but, in the firft of thefe, declamation and high 
wrought defcriptions weaken ‘the credit of the hiftorian, The 

Vor. LV. May, 1783. Bb abrupt 
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354 _ Dr. Wilfan’s Aphorifms. 
abrupt manner of Tacitus occifions a deégreé ‘of obfeurity, which 
frequently obligeth ‘his reader to exert that attention, which the 
hiftorian, as well asthe ‘poet ought to attraéts, and Salluft hath 
been blanied for affectation in his-archaifms... Amidit the elegan- 
cies of thefe three authors, we can. difcover,a folicitude to-pleafe 
their readers ; which exertion, though it ought not,to offend the 
reader, is better concealed than feen. Czfar, whether in the 
charaéter of an author, a ftate{man, a foldier, or a friend, appears 
conftanily with the dignity, eafe, and careleffhefs of the hero and 
the gentleman. But, while we admire his extraordinary qualifi- 
cations, we regret that they fhould have been tamifhed with un- 
governable ambition.’ 

In the former part of the work, the author endeavours to 
reconcile the difcordant defcriptions of the conftitution of the 
Roman Legion in Livy, Vegetius, Polybius, &c. We own that, 
in our opinion, he has materially elucidated the ancient tac- 
tics ; and we with that in the leifure hours, which even war 
affords, the claflical attendants of a camp would prefer fimilar 
enquiries to fruitlefs or injurious diflipation. Many officers, 
in different fituations, have paffed the Alps; but Héutenant- 

eneral Melville alone has endeavoured to trace the fteps of 
the victorious Hannibal, over thefe almoft inacceflible moun- 
tains. 

This work has been fome time printed ; but the author, Dr. 
Stedman of Edinburgh, to whom we are indebted for the ele- 
gant Letters to Lelius and Horténfia, has, till within thefe few 
months, confined them to the circle of his friends. As they 
are but lately prefented to the public in general, it will riot, 
we hope, attribute our delay to a culpable inattention. 


i 





Aphorifms compofed for a Text to Pra&ical LeGures on the Confti- 
tution and Difeafes of Children. By Dr. Wilfon. Stall 8vo. 


13, Mupray. 


. HE taf, of a Reviewer is often toilfome and unpleafant: 
_ the labour of perufing the’ effufions of vanity and affec- 


tation, and the difagreeable neceflity of reprehending what the 


deluded: candidate for fame has cherifhed with fond affection, 
even at the moment in which he is expecting his full meafure 
of praife, is fcarcely compenfated by the pleafure of beftowing 


‘the deferved laurels, or of fapporting and countenancing the 
* difidence of modeft merit. ‘(he author, who blames. our 


feverity; is feldom-agquainted with the pains which we have 
anticipated, the efforts we have imade to. apologife for his 


_ defeats, or to balance them, when it is poflible, by: -propor- 
tional excellencies. A Reviewer fhould however remember, 


- «that 
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that.he writes for the information, of the, world,, rather , than 
the gratificatian of, the,anthor ; and, though mercy|may,ap- 
pear amiable;:: yet,.in his fituation, it is cruélty and. injuitice. 
This prelude‘is not wnnecefiary ; in the prefent -cafécditis:a 
faithful copy of our own reflections on reading “the! owork 
before us, which we think unworthy both of the author’s 
rank and charaéter. 

The Preface confifts of fome general reflections on the mor- 
tality of children, and the proportion which die in their in- 
fancy., On this fubjeé&t it is not eafy to err; yet we find that 
the author afflumes a gratuitous and uncertain propofition ; 
that, before the period when luxury and refinement were in- 
‘apduced. fewer died; and feems. to fear that, by reftoring 
the old methods of rearing infants, by rendering the confti- 
tution firm and athletic, we may revive the turbulent {pirit 
of former ages. He muft be little acquainted with the writ- 
ings of the earlieft authors on the management of children, 
who thinks that they followed nature in every ftep, and by 
this means produced. a ftrong and hardy race. Luxury was 
late in adding to the fatality of their proceedings ; but an 
affetted refinement, and attempts to fuperfede the powers of 
nature, were fome: of the earlieft and moft deftrudtive errors. 
The .fecond part of the propojition may be more fhertly 
difeuffed ; the hiftory of many nations fhows, that a robuft 
_athletic racge.are as well calculated to defend their liberties, as 
to. defiroy their country by. turbulent and fattious com- 
Motions. 

Dr. Wilfon begins his fubje&t, by confidering the caufes of 
parturition, the conneétion between the mother and infant, 
and the attention neceflary to the larger cavities, as the head, 
&c. This may appear an unneceflary introduction; and in its 
place. we wifhed .for a more full confideration of the phy- 
fiology and pathology of infancy. We find not even the 
rudiments of the more material points, which fhould engage 
the practitioner’s attention; and though, from the limited 
nature of a text-book, a full detail cannot be expected,* yet 
there are no other means of knowing. the fubjeéts of the 
author’s leGtures. The common difeafes of infancy are, in 
his opinion, owing to acidity; yet he feels the fetters of his 
fyftem ; for fome difeafes are premifed before this caufe is 
mentioned, and others are afterwards referred to vilcidity or 
flime. Among the lait, the hydrocephalus is very impro- 
perly enumerated. ‘The caufes of acidity are alfo imper- 
fe&ily detailed ; and, among them, we find ixcreafed ‘heat. 
The author muft furely have feen'the milk frequently thrown 
up ‘in the inflammatory fevers of.children, without being 
Bba , curdled ; 
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-curdled ¢ ard bile, without the green tinge, which is the ani- 
verfal effet of the flighteft admixture of: acidity. | The litch 
is, actording to Dr. Wilfon, the*true: acefcent: fcurvy, dif- 
tinguifhed by Boerhaave. The very great drfimilarity be- 
tween the two difeafes induced us to look-into: the works 
of this refpectable profeflor, efpecially fnice, in purfuing the 
quotations cf fome modern authors, we have. often found 
their erudition confined to the index: But the cnly refem- 
blance’ we can perceive is ina ‘fallacious caufe. Boer- 
haave attributed the difeafe to farinaceous vegetables, and 
our author deduces the itch from a fimilar origin: it will 
not appear prefumptuous to add, that both feem: to be 
equally hypothetical We ought to obferve, for our own 
jaftification, that we referred to Van Swi¢ten’s Commentaries, 
and the only part which related tothe fubje€t was im vol. iit. 
p- 620; if there ts a more appropriated defcription in any 
other part of his works, we fhall candidly confefs our error. 
Tt would tco far exend our article to purfue ovr author on 
every fubject, but we find frequent room for repreleéniiow. 
We fhall, however, fele&t one of the leaft exceptionable fe€iions, 
that our readers may judge for themfelves. 

« Rickets. 

‘ It can fearcely be believed that a difeafe that may be 
referred to fuch rational caufes ‘fhould have ever been un- 
known, though ‘perhaps fone remarkable change im -people’s 
mode of diet and manner of living’ may render. a difeafe 
epidemic that was before more rare and accidental. ‘The 
rickets are faid to e784 made their firft appearance not a cen- 
‘tury and a half a 
'< €- The rickets are one of the moft early chronical difeafes to 
which children are incident. The period within which they 
are liable to it is from: nine months to two or three years 
of age. 

©The local feat of this difeafe is the bones, th 10ugh it is 
generally attended with the concomitant fymptoms of the 

difeafe laft treated of, namely, the tabes. 

‘ It is remarkable that the moft firm, condenfed, and folid 
parts of the body fhould be the feat of the earlieft internal 
difeafes that infants are fubje& to; firft, the offeous fyftem, 
and if that eicapes, next the glandular one. Hut a rational 
or mechanical caufe of this is eeiy rendered by a little re- 

 fedtion. 

‘ If, about that time of life when childreti grow more active 
- and difpofed to perpetual exercife, by the quicknefs of their 
fenfations, the variety of impreffions they receive from them, 


and the conflant diverfions of their attention to different 
3 : objects 5 
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objects ; if then their bones are not fufiiciently ftrong, it is 
natural to fuppofe:that-they muft fuffer by their exertions. 

‘It mnft be owing to-a.preceding.weaknefs and coldnefs in 
the blood;:and im the motion: and qualities of the other fluids,. 
produced by predominant.acidity, if the bones are not fuf- 
ficiently ftrengthenediby the time nature.calls them to fuftain, 
infant activity.) ' 

‘di is noowonder that under thefe circumftances, the epi- 
phyfes'of the» bones,’ which are fo comparatively fpongy and. 
diftended for forming the articulations of the joints, efpe- 
cially fuch of them as are moft expofed to cold and exercife, 
fhould grow fo difeafedly large in this difeafe. Neither is it 
any wonder that the bones fhould be fo ready to bend, and 
to lofe their natural fhape, and that the ligaments of them, 
efpecially in the vertebre of the back, fhould become dif- 
eafed, {well, and throw thefe bones and the ribs into diftor- 
trons. 

‘ The indications of cure in this difeafe are, to cleanfe 
the firft paflages, to ufe a nourifhing, dry, antacid dict; to 
increafe the momentum of the. circulation, and of the in- 
ternal warmth, and to encourage perfpiration, and fuch ex- 
ercife as is competent for the age and ftrength of the patient, 

‘ This difeafe is very various in the degrees in which chil- 
dren are affeted by it; and here I cannot omit noting, that 
all degrees of rottennefs of the teeth and of tooth-ach ought 
to be referred, remotely. or ultimately, to a manifeft tincture 
of the rickets, or of thefe caufes that produce it in the blood,’: 


The language is frequently obfcure and affected ; it is alfo 
fometimes incorreét: many of the errors may be thofe of the 
prefs, though they are not marked in the hft, for this little 
tract is very careléfsly printed. The word effuvia is, however, 
nfed frequently as‘a fingular number, and, more than once we 
believe, excephalus, for the contents of the head... Thefe 
miftakes muft be attributed to the author; and we with, for 
his own credit, that they may be amended in a future pub- 
lication. : 
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declines we,ought not therefore.to objegt,,that, the articles 
are:{ametimeés trifling, and fometimes fufpicious..,. The labour 
of. the mof diligent colle&or mut be ultimately, appreciated 
byrthe value of the materials offered to; his choice. 


TrKE = 





a fivain the:toil ; 
We ought to blame the culture, not the foil.’ 


_ The prefent volume refembles the others. It is diftinguithed 
by fome refpectabie papers; but, if we except, the labours of 
Mr. Herfchel, we cannot, from it, introduce. any very valuable 
difcovery, , We fhall, as ufual, give a general analyfis of the 
whole ; with fome fhort extraéts of the more interefting 
pailages. ? ) Mek 

The firft Article is in Italian. [t contains an account of a 
new kind of rain, by the count de Gioeni, an inhabitant of 
the third region of Mount Etna.—It was a © coloured, cre- 
taceous, grey water’; flightly alkaline, and, in the author’s 
opinion, mixed with a calcareous falt and the earth of iron. 
His chemical analyfs is, however, tco imperfe& to enable us 
to form any accurate judgment. The prefence of an alkali, 
or a neutral, is-evident; but we have no foundation to de- 
termine even the nature of the earth. The count thinks that 
the earth,was,raifed by the volcano, but, meeting with clouds 
in. its defcent, was accidentally united with the water; and 
that.it might originate from one of the explofions of Etna, 
about twenty days before. 

The fécond Article is in Latin, by Laurentius Crellius, and 
contains farther experiments on the acid of fat.—His firft 
attempt was to obtain it, more pure, and by a le troublefome 
method, from the fal Segner, cr the acid united to.a fixed 
alkali. He. endeavoured to feparate the acid by means of 
heat alone ; but he was difappointed; it efcaped, or ardfe in 
its ftate of union with the alkali. He feems not to have been 

ware that he might have fucceeded, if it had been united to 
a lefs volatile body; and, though he hints that it might have 
been diffipated in the form of air, no attempts were made to 
collect it in that ftate. He was more fuccefsful in his future 
experiments, He united the fat to a cauftic alkali, and 
formed a foap ; and the oil was afterwards feparated by means 
ef alum: the alum was neceffarily decompofed by the fixed 
alkali, which was not taken up by the animal acid ;, and the 
argillaceous earth was feparated with the oil. By thefe means 
he procured the fal Segner in a more eafy manner than. by his 
forty-fixth experiment, in the former volume of the Tranfac- 
tions; and the acid he afterwards feparated by adding the fpirit 
of vitric!l, and drawing of that whichhe was in purfuii of, 
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by heat alone. It is rather rémarkable that the author, who 
is by no means deficzent in chemical knowlege, arrived only. 
at this very obvious method, after many anfuccefsful efforts. 
Every chemift knows, that the nitrous and marine acids, as well 
as the fedative falt of Homberg; are feparated from the hete- 
rogeneous particles, and from a fixed alkali, by the fame 
means. The author next proceeds to give feveral experiments 
on this fingular acid. We cannot enter into a full account of 
thefe trials: the animal acid feems in fome degree to refemble 
that of phofphorus in its effect, though it differs from the 
phofphoric acid by its great degree of volatility. In its 
effeéts on neutral {alts, it feems to be -next in power to the 
muriatic acid; and it has a greater affinity to fixed alkali 
than any cher, except the three mineral acids. Yet there are 
fome experiments which feem to contradi& this conclufion ; 
for the effects of the animal acid on neutral falts are not fimilar 
to thofe which the mineral acids have on Segner’s falt. This 
inconfiftency the author will probably explain in his future 
experiments. Thofe who truft to the fimplicity of the ope- 
rations of nature will eafily find a refemblance between this 
acid and that of phofphorus, and between the latter and the 
acid of fea falt. 

Article HI. Obfervations on the Bills of Mortality at 
York. By William White, M.D. F. A.S.—We find, with 
pleafure, that the healthinefs of the great cities increafe; 
and we hope they will no longer deferve the reproach of being 
the graves of the human fpecies, In the year 1735, one in 
213died yearly. In 1776, one only in 284. The fummer 
is the moft healthy feafon; then the autamn more fo than 
the fpring, and the fpring than the winter, 

Article IV. Account of a monftrous Birth. In a Letter 
from ‘John Torlefe, Efg. Chief of Anjingo, to the Hon. 
William Hornbey, Efg. Governor of Bombay.—This mon- 
ftrous birth confifted of two children united at the breech ; 
but it differed from fimilar ones by their being preffed toge- 
ther, the mafs having a head at each extremity, and the legs 
appearing to come from the united bodies; on the one fide, 
there were two; on the other, the two legs were alfo united 
in one larger limb. 

Article V. Experiments with Chinefe Hemp-feed. Ina 
Letter from Keane Fitzgerald, Efq.:to Sir Jofeph Banks, 
Bart. F.R.S.—The author planted his feed too late in the 
feafon ; but, with proper management, it promifes many 
commiercial advantages ; for it is, in every refpe&, fuperior 
to our hemp. 7 . 
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oi ticle IV. An Account of fome Scoria from Iron Works, 
fefembled the vitrified Filaments de cribed by) Sir, Wil- 
Hamilton. In a Letter from Samuel More, Efq. +o Sir 
“Banks, “Bart. P. R. S. —A, feeble , imitation of; the 
he 0 serations of nature, 3, yet, the appearance of tthe 
er, is centaiely fimilar ; and in both, cafes the filaments are. 
orbital by the conjoined aétion of heat and a violent blaft 
of wind. But the. few filaments ‘affixed to the beams of a 
beflows- ‘room bear a very inconfiderable proportion to the vaft 

extent which was covered by them in the ifland of Bourbon, 

‘Article VII. An Extraét of the Regifter of the Parifh, of 
Hely- -Crofs, from Mschaelmas 1770 to Michaelmas 1780. 
By ‘the Rey. Mr. William Gorfueh, Vicar.—-This parith con- 
tinues to increafe, The bill of diftempers and cafualties 
feems to be drawn up with attention, and deferves imitation ; 
yet we apprehend the confumptive cafes ftill bear a greater 
proportion than they ought to do, 

Article VIII. An Experiment propofed for determining, 
by the Aberration of the fixed Stars, whether the Rays of 
Light, in pervading different Media, change their Velocity 
according to the Law which refults from Sir Ifaac Newton's 
Fdeas concerning the Caufe of Refraction ; and for afcertain- 
mg” ‘their Mage Qi in every Medium whofe refraétive Denfity 
is’ knewn. ~ By Patrick Wilfon, A.M. of Glafgow.—Rays 
of Tight, paffing frony one medium to another, form angles, 
whofe finés are always i in a conftant ratio ; and the velocity of 
the rays is increafed, in Proportion to the refracting power of 
the meditms, in the inverfe, ratio of the fines. The laft pro- 
pofition, though it follows readily from the former, has not 
yet been confirmed by experiments That which our auther 
fugpetts to improve it, is deduced from the aberration of the 
fixed ‘ftars, obferved by Dr. Bradley. As this depends on: the 
relative velocities of the light, and of the telefcope, which 
receives its motion from that of the earth, Mr. Wilfon thinks 
that if the inftrament be filled with water or any denfe and 
tranfparent fluid, the difference in the aberration would confirm 
or “limit fir Tfaac Newton’s opinion. This experiment has 
never been attempted, and we fee various objections Voth. to 
the method propofed, and the conclufions which might arife 
from it. Butitis impoffible to ftate them without the an- 
nexed’ ‘figures. Qur author allows, that the aberration can 
only agree with that obferved by Dr. Bradley, in cafe that the 
rays aré really accelerated in the watery medium, | 

‘Article IX. Quantity of Rain which fell at Barrowby. near 
Leeds.” By George Lloyd, Efq. F. R. S\—On the average of 
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four years, the greatett any fell in September, and. the 
leaft'i in March, 

Atticle X. «’Atcount of an improved tH yerinommcier ‘By 
Mr. James‘Six.It is not eafy to render this account. intel- 
ligible, without ‘the plate’; but we fhall attempt it. The 
thermometer is a double one, with a long bulb. at each end. 
One end is ‘filled with fpirits, the bulb of the other end 
partly empty. In this double tube, the lower bending con- 
tains mercury, between the fpirits of each bulb, and the 
mercury difplaces the {pirit in each leg about one-third of. its 
length. It is then eafy to fee, that, if the fpirits are ex- 
panded, they will deprefs the mercury in one leg, and raife it 
in the other; if they are diminifhed in. bulk, the motion of 
the quickfilver will be reverfed. ‘The reafon of this is, that, 
in every change of the ftate of the air, the mercury, on ene fide 
or the other fhall be raifed. To mark then the greateft ele- 
vation, there is a glafs tube, three-fourths of an inch long, in- 
ferted within the tube, on each fide, which may be ftyled the 
index. The index is hollow, and hermetically fealed ; but 
within it is a piece of fteel wire, and at its extremity a flight 
glafs fpring, which refts againft the infide of the tube, The 
index, therefore, is fupported on the furface of the mercury, 
and carried with it, when it rifes in either leg ; and, ‘by 
means of the fpring, is fupported, though the mercury fhould 
afterwards fall; fo that the obferver can eafily afcertain, the 
greateit elevation of the mercury which ‘has occurred in his 
abfence. A {mall magnet foon draws down the index again 
to the furface of the mercury. The contrivance is, on the 
whole, very ingenious; but the machine is too compli- 
cated, and the refiftance of the index, on one hand, and 
the neceffary bulk of the fpirits on the other, feem. to \us 
very material objections. The author deferves our com- 
mendation for his attempt ; and it may fuggeft fome others, | 
which may be more conveniently executed. 7 

Article XI. On the Parallax of the fixed Stars. By Mr. 
Herfchel, F. R. $.—We regret exceedingly that we are unable 
to convey to our readers the merits of this very extraordinary 
artift, in a mannér adequate to our opinion of them. The fubje@ 
is explained with difficulty, even to philofophers; and it is 
not eafy to give a clear and familiar idea of the circumftances 
which mutt have embarraffed him, or of the means which he 
has ‘contrived to overcome them. The parallax of the fixed 
ftars is the angle, which is fubtended by the diameter of: the 
earth’s orbit ; that is, in a triangle, the diameter of the orbit 
of the'earth is oppofite to the fixed ftar; and lines drawn from 
gach extremity to the ftar form the two other fides. But their 


length 

















362 Philofa aphical Tranfadions. Vol. LXXII. Part 1. 


- length.is fo great, that even the diameter vanifhes in the com-. 
parifon,. and the angle has not hitherto been meafured with a fa- 
tista@ory accuracy, Mr. Horfchel has increafed the magnifying 
powers.of the telefcope to a, furprifing degree: his greateft 
power magnifies 6450 times, and yet the apparent diameter of 
the: ftar feems to be diminifhed in proportion to the increafe of 
his magnifier; We are loft in,the immenfity, of the objects, 
when we contemplate the number, the fize, and the diftance 
af the fixed ftars: our aftonifhment will be increafed, if we 
refleét, that what we confider as,a fingle fiar may be a whole 
fyftem of planets, illuminated by a central fun, The method 
propofed by Mr. Herfchel to afcertain the annual parallax 
cannot be eafily explained without the plates. He affumes as 
a poftulate, what we fear will not be univerfally allowed, that 
the difference in the apparent magnitude of the fars depends 
on. their greater or lefs diftance from us. This pofition is, 
however, highly probable, and muft be granted, to determine 
the parallax from the vicinity of two ftars of unequal mag, 
nitudes. _His method. is clear and accurate; and we have 
great fatisfaction in obferving that, if the angle is not lefs 
than about 20//”, it may probably be meafured by inftruments 
fo accurate,.and attentions fo unwearied, as thofe.of Mr, 
Herfchel. . This. paper abounds with many remarks of the 
higheft utility to the pratical aftronomer, and with indif- 
putable proofs of the candour.and good fenfe of the author. 
Article XII. Catalogue of double Stars. By Mr. Herf- 
chel, F, R, S,—This article is neceflarily incapable of abridg. 
ment. ‘Thofe who know what aitronomers have already dif- 
covered will be, the moft candid judges of the aftonifhing 
exertions of this very induitrious obferver.. It may be fuf- 
ficient to mention, that of 269 double ftars, of which his ca- 
talogue confifts,»227 have not been hitherto publicly noticed. 
_ Article XII. Defcription of a Laimp-Micrometer, and 
the Method of ufing it. By Mr. Herfchel, F, R.S.—We 
muft ftill refer to the plate for this ingenious. contrivance ; 
but we fhall endeavour to convey a general idea of it. Two 
lamps, the one in the centre, the other moveable, in the 
radius of a femicircle, which have their light tran{mitted only 
through a.hole made by a fine needle, are fo placed that the 
picture of the double fiars are projected on the micrometer, 
andthe light from the lamps made to coincide with them. 
The diftance, therefore, from the lucid points of the micro- 
meter is the tangent of the magnified angle, under which the 
flars are feen, to a radius of ten feet. ‘The angular diftance 
then of the centres of the fars themfelves mut be the quotient 
of the magnified angle, divided by the powers of the inftru- 
ment 
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ment by which they are viewed, With a power of 460,’ the 
fcale of this Micrometer is + of an inch to a fecond ; with ond 
of 932, more than = an ich ;whilé the mot perfect Of ‘the 
ufaal micrometers, wih the ‘ftme maenifiérs, had a feale: of 
lefs than -,5- part of an inth to a fecond. ' 

Article XIV. A Piper to obviate fUme Doubts concerning 
the great magnifying Powers ufed. By Mr. Herichel, F-R.S. 
—We have alfo had our doubts on this fubje&, and confe- 
quently have examined the prefent article with the itriGelt 
attention. It is, however, common jufiice only to obferve, 
that they are now completely removed. 

Article XV. Continuation of the Experiments and Obfer- 
vations on the fpecific Gravities and attractive Powers of va- 
rious faline Subftances. By Rich. Kirwan, E{q. F.R.S..As 
we havé omitted giving any account of the former article on 
this fubjeét, we fhall not be diffufe at prefent. We do not 
fee any praétical deduction that is of the leaft confequence from 
determining the exact quantities of real acid and alkali, in the 
fubftances which we ufually employ under thefe denominations. 
Our author candidly corredts fome errors of his former paper, 
and purfues his fubject with attention. .The moft interefting 
part of this paper is that in which he endeavours ‘to prove, 
that inflammable air is really phlogifton.in its feparate ftate. 

Article XVI. In Italian. On the Method of rendering the 
weakeft natural or artificial Ele@trieity very fenfible. By Alexan+ 
der Volta, Profeffor of Experimental Philofophy in Como, &c. 
—The defcription of this comdenfer of eleéfricity depends on 
the conftru@ion of the author’s eleftrophorus; fo that the 
reader muft, at prefent, be contented with knowing its effeéts. 
Mr. Volta has difcovered, by its aifftance, the appearancé of 
ele&tricity, where it had been fometimes fufpeéted, and fome- 
times denied. In the very ftrong Aurora Borealis, on the 
28th of July, 1780, he condenfed the eleCtricity of the air fo 
as to make it very fenfible; for the atmofpherical ,condu@or, 
by the affiftance of the condenfer, gave fine bright fparks. 
It increafes alfo the powers of the electrical machine; dif- 
covers electricity, even in a difcharged vial ; “fhows that'i it is, 
in fome degree, excited by the evaporation of water, the fimple 
combuftion of coals, and various effervefcences, particularly 
from thofe which produce inflammable, fixed, and nitrous air. 
We were pleafed with thefe remarks of our author, particu- 
larly on the’ fubje& of | evaporation, as they tended to confirm 

the refult of fome experiments which we had made on this 
phenomenon. We flightly hinted at them in our review of 
Dr. Watfon’s third volume, when we referred the effe&s of 
metallic veflels on vapour to their conducting power as non- 
electrics. 
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eV? AGUAS HL GEAR 5 Ye ‘Moytatirtets b hey as 
elefirics*,,, Mr. Volta has made fome addition to his remarks 
on; this;{ubject in the appendix, which as they ate concife and 
important, we, thall beg leave to tran{cribe. wok pact p 383 

~$off he experiments hitherto made, though; not numerous, yet. 
concur to fhew that the vapours,of water, and in; general the parts. 
of all. bodies, that are feparated by volatilization, carry away an 
additional quantity of electric fluid as well as ‘of’ elementary deat, 
ahd confequently that thofe bodies from the contaét of which 
the volatile particles have been feparated, “remain both cool and. 
eleftrified ‘negatively ¢ from which it ‘may be deduced, that when- 
ever bodies are refolved into volatile elattte fluid, their capacity 
for holding electric fluid is augmented, as-well as their capacity 
for holding commen fire, or the calorific fluid, ,. This is a ftriks 
ing analogy, by which the fcience of electricity throws fome light 
upon the ang of heat, and alternately derives light from it; 
I mean on the doctrine af latent or {pecifie, heat, the firil notions of 
which were fuggefted by the admirable experiments of Dr. Black 
and Wilke,.and which has been afterwards much elucidated by 
Dr. Crawford, who followed the experiments of Dr. Irwin. 

* By following this analogy it feems, that as the vapours on 
their condenting, lofe part of their latent heat, on account of their 
capacity being diminifhed, fo they part with fome eleétric fluid, 
Hence originates the potitive electricity, which isalways more or 
Jefs predominant in the atmofphere, when the fky 1s clear, viz. 
at that height where the vapours begin to be condenfed. Ac- 
cordingly, the atmofpherical ‘electricity, is ftronger in fogs, in 
which cafe the-vapours are more condenfed, fo as to be almott re- 
duced.into drops, and is {till ftronger when thick fogs become 
clouds. : 

‘Hitherto we have accounted for the pofitive. atmofpherical 
electricity ; but is ’eafy to’ account for-clouds negatively eledri- 
fied ;* for- when ‘a cloud,. pofitively electrified, has. been once 
formed, its fphere of action is extended a great way round, fo that 
if another: clond comes within that fphere, its electric fluid agree- 
ably:to: the well-known laws of electric atmofpheres, mutt retire 
to the parts of it which are the remoteft from the firft cloud ; and 
from, thence, the: .eleétric fluid. may be communicated to other 
clouds, er vapours, or terreftrial prominencies.. Thus a cloud 
may be elettritied negatively, which cloud, after the fame man- 
ner, may occalion a poiiuve electricity in another cloud, &e. This 
explains not only the negative electricity, whicli is often obtained 
from the atmofphere in’cloudy weather; and the frequent changes 
from politive to negative ‘electricity, and contrarywife in ftormy 
wéather ; but alfo the waving motion:often’ obferved) in the 
clouds;jand the hanging down of them, .fo asi neasly to touch the 
earth: - eenus s5 to 

‘ After the forementioned difcoveries, we need no longer won- 
der at the, appearance of lightnings in the eruptions of volcanos, 
as was particularly obferved in the late ‘dreadful ‘eruption of 


—— —_ 





* See Crit. Rev. for April, p. 261. 
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Mount Vefuvius. . The few experiments I have made. fhew,/thut ” 
the quantity of fmoke, but phi more the rapidity with which #€° 
is produced, tends to inéreafe the eleétricity which’ari(es' from 
cbinbuitio’, &c. How gicat muft them be the qundy oi wind 
tricity that is préduced'in fuch eruptions ?? tO 


The fecond part treats of the communication of ebb 
to explain the foundation, of the powers of the condenfet.'It* 
fhows in what manner a conduétor approaching another, in 
certain circumfances, is capable of receixing an extraordinary ; 
quantity of electricity. ; 

Article XVH. Abftra& of a Regifter of the Barometers: 
Thermometer, and Rain; at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1780... \By 
Thomas Barker, Efq.—We' fee nothing remarkabie in: this 
regifter, except the extreme drynefs of October 1780, in ‘which’ 
it was only equalled by the fame month of the fucceeding year.- 
At Lyndon, during the former year, in the whole month only’ 
0,081 parts of an inch of rain were obferved to have fallen.’ * 

This part concludes with the Meteorological Journal from 
January to, Augaft, ufually kept by the order of the prefident 
and council. 

The Appendix contains: ‘Tranflations of the two. Italian. 
Papers, viz. Article l. and Article XV1. 





The Hiftory of the Progre/s and Termination of the Remax 
Republic. (Continued, frem page'299+) luidy 

N the period at which we clofed our former review of this 

work, the Roman, ftate-was torn by two.principal faétions, 
which alternately wreaked their vengeance on each cther with. 
mercilefs cruelty. Legal authority. was) either entirely,fuper~ 
feded, or the exercife of it arbitrarily dictated:by the prevailn 
ing party; and though ‘perhaps none who was concerned: in 
thofe violent tranfaétions had a deliberate ‘intention to fubvere 
the government, yet all of them ‘occafionally had recourfe’ to 
expedients inconfiftent with the fafety of ‘the conftitution. 
The office of cenfor, as our author obferves, becoming now'téo 
important for either party to entruft it with their opponents, 
or even in neutral hands, the leaders @f every faction, in their 
turn, made up the rolls of the people, and difpofed, at their 
pleafure, of the equeftrian and fenatorian dignities. 

Dr. Fergufon has very properly introduced, in the begin- 
ning of the fecond volume, a general account of the perfons 
who were moft confpicuous in this Aruggling period of the 
Roman ftate. 

‘ In this period, fays he, were born, and began to enter on the 


fcene of public affairs, thofe perfons whofe condu& was. niéw te 
determine 

















366 = Progrefs and Termination of tbe Roman Republic. 


determine the fate of the repeblic.. Pompey had already diftin- 
suifhed -himielf, and was a perion of .xeal confeguence. He had 

en.educated.inthe .camp.of jhis father, and, by accident_at 3 
very,carly age; and; before, he had attained to any of the ordinary 
civil or political preferments, commanded an army. Cicero, being 
oi thefame.age, began to be diftinguythed at the bar. He pleaded, 
in the fecond confulate of Sylla, the caufé of Rofcius Amerinus, 
in which he was led to cenfure the actions of Chryfogonus and 
other favourites of the di€tator, and, by his"freédom in that in- 
ftancé, gained much-honour to himéelf. : 

« Cealar, now connected with the family. of Cinna, whofe 
daughter he had married, and being nearly related to the elder 
Marius, who had married his aunt, narrowly efcaped the fword 
ef.the prevailing party.. Being-commanded. to feparate from his 
wite, he retained, her in defiance of this order, and for his contu- 
macy was put in, the lifi of the proferibed. He was'faved, how- 
ever, by the intereeflion of fome common friends, whofe requeft 
in his favour Sylla granted, with that memorable faying, ** Be- 
ware of him: there is many a Marius in the perfon of that young 
man.’ A cireumftance which marked at once the ‘penetration of 
Sylla and the early appearances of am extraordinary charaéter in 

» Cejfar. . 

«-Marcus Porcius, afterwards:named Cato of Utica, was about 
three vears younger than Czar, and: being early.an orphan; was 
educated in the-houfe of an uncle, Livius-Drufus. While yet a 
child, liflening to.she.conyerjatjon. of the times, he learned rhae 
the claim of the italian ailies, then in agitation, wa$ dangerous to 
the Roman commonwealth.” Pompedius Silo, who. managed the 
claim for the Italians, amwfing himfelf with the, young Cato, 
prefied him-with carefles to intercede-with-his uhcle in their be- 
half; and, finding that he was not to-be wom by flattery, likewife 
tried in.vain-to intimidate him by threatening to throw him from 
the: window. “-If this were.auman,’”’ hevfaid, **-I believe we 
fbould obtain no fuch favour.” ;In-the height of Sylla’s military 

executions, when» bis portico, was. crowded , with . perfons: who 
brought the heads of the prof{cribed to: be,exchanged for the re- 
wird that was.offered for them, Cato being carried by his tutor to 
-pay-his court, afked, if * no one, hated this man enough to kijl 
him 2” * Yes, but they fear him flill more than they hate him.” 
«« Then give.me.a fword,” faid the boy, ‘* and I will kill-him.’” 
Such were the early indications of characters which afterwards be- 


came fo confpicuous in the commonwealth.’ 


Upon a review of Sylla’s a&ts intended to reftore the au- 
thority of the fenate, our author feems,to entertain the opinion, 
that the claufe in the. law relating to the tribunes, by which 
all perfons who. had accepted of this office, were, excluded 

_ from any farther preferment,.was productive of pernicious ef- 
fe&ts. .His.reafon for this opinion, and which we think well 
founded, is, that it rendered the tribunate an objeé only to the 

2 meaneft 
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meaneft of the denators, who, upon ‘their acceptance of “ity 
ceafing to have any ‘pretenfiéns to ‘the ‘higher offices of ‘ftate, 
were confequéntly deprived of any intereft ‘in the govern- 
ment, and exafperated againft the higher dignities of ‘the com 
monwealth, , ~3 

Dr. Fergufon, with equal juftnefs, ebferves, of the Roman 
ftate at this period, that it was again to exhibit the curious 
fpeGacle of a nation divided againtt itfelf, broken and diftract- 
ed in its counfels, which neverthelefs prevailed in all sits 
operations abroad, anc gained continual acceflions of empire, 
under the effet of convulfions which fhook the commonwealth 
to its foundation ; “and, what is ftill lefs to be paralleled in 
hiftory, was to exhibit the {pectacle of a nation, ‘which pro- 
ceeded in its affairs abroad with a fuccefs that may be imputed 
in a great meafure to its divifions at home. The truth of 
thefe remarks is placed in a clear light by the following quo- 
tation : . 


‘ War, in the detail of its operations, if not even in the formation 
of its plans, is more likely to fucceed under fingle men than un- 
der numerous councils. The Roman conftitution, though) far 
from an arrangement proper to preferve domeftic peace and 
tranquillity, was un excellent nurfery of ftatefmen and warriors. 
To perfons brought up in-this fchool, all foreign affairs were 
committed with little refponfibility and lefs controul. The rul- 
ing paffion, even of the leaft virtuous citizens, during fome ages, 
‘was the ambition of being confiderable, and of rifing to the higheft 
dignities of the ftate at home. ‘They enjoyed the: condition ‘of 
monarchs in the provinces ; but they valued this condition only 
‘as it furnithed’ them ‘with the ‘occafion of triumphs, and contri- 
‘buted to their importance at Rome. : They°were factious and 
turbulent in their competition for® power ‘and honours. inthe 
capital ; but, in order the better to fupport’that very conteltywete 
faithful and inflexible in’ maintaining: all -the “pretenfions of the 
fiate abroad. Thus Sylla, though°deprived° of ‘bis conimand: by 
an act of the oppofite ‘party at “Rome, and: with many of his 
friends, who efcaped from the bloody hands-of ‘their perfecutors, 
‘condemned and outlawed, fill maintained the ‘part-of a Roman 
oflicer of ftate, and ‘prefcribed to Mithridates, as'might have-beén 
expected from him in ‘the moft undifturbed exercife of his’ trutt. 
Sertorius, in the fame manner, acting for the oppofite faction, in 
fome meafure.preferved a fimilar dignity of character, and refufed 
to make conceffions unworthy of the Roman republic. Contrary 
to the fate of other nations, whege the flate is weak, while the 
conduc of individuals is regular; here the ftate was in vigour, 
while the conduéct of individuals was in the higheit degree irregu- 
lar and wild.’ si | BOs 

In the volume now before us, the hiftorian continues to de- 
lineate carefully the progrefs of corruption among the Ro- 
mans ; 
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manos: and-he gives atthe fame: time..aijuit.reprefentation of 
the characters: of eminent.individuals. «Inthe proportion.al-. 
latted.to:.the latter; he has fometimes exceeded the ‘ufual 
bounds of :general hiftory but this is fuchan -objection: as 
we-¢ainot wifh to have been precluded ’y-and=to this condué 
Weare indebted for many feattered membirs; which ‘cannot 
But A atceptable to every reader, “Fhe following, relative 
ry Cicero, tay ferve as an example. RiP etait. 
¢, We have. better means of knowing the frailues of Cicero, 
than perhaps is fafe for the reputation of. any one labouring uns 
der the ordinary defects of humzn nature. He was open and un- 
difguifed to his friends, and has left‘an extenfive correfpondence. 
behind him-” Expreflions of vanity in fome paffages of his life, 
of pufillanimity-in others, efcape him “with tncommon facility. 
Being at feaft of a’querulous and impatiéht temper, he gives it 
full feope*in-his exile, perhaps not more from weaknefs than. from 
défign to.excite. his friends to redouble their effortsto have him 
reftored. He knew the value. of fortitude as a topic of praife, 
andunight have.afpired.to in; but would it not, he may have 
quefioned, encourage-his. party to fleep over his wrongs? In any 
other. view, his complaints. refemble more the wailings of an in- 
fant,, onthe ftrains of a tragedy compofed to. draw tears, than the 
language.of,,a.man fupposting the caule, of.integrity in the midft 
of yndeferved trouble. , ‘+ 1 with I.may fee. the day. he writes.to 
Atticus, ‘+,inywhich J fhall be difpofed to thank.you for, having 
prevailed: upoome.not,.to lay violent hands.on myfelf; for it is 
certainly now .mattex,of biter regret.to me that I yielded to you 
an that matter.”’ owes Mi ete: 4D ty : + 
.:t In antwer tothe fame, friend who had chid him for want of 
fortitude,,“* What Species of evil,” be,fays, ‘do 1 not endure 3 
Did ever any perfon fall from fo high a ftate ? in fo good a caule? 
withfuch abilities ands knowledge ¢, with fo much, public effeem ? 
with the fapport.of duch a refpectable order of citizens? Can I 
remember what.I was, and not.fecl whatJ am? Stript of fo many 
honours,.cut. off in the career.of fo. much glory, deprived of fuch 
a fortune, tore from.the.arms of fuch. cite So debarred the view 
of fuch a. brother, dearer. to. me than.1 was to myielf, yet now 
debarred from.my, prefence, that | may, {pare him, what he mui 
fuffer, from foch.a fight, and myfelf what I muit feel in being the 
caufe of fo. much mifery to him, _ I. could fay more of a, load of 
evils which is 100 heavy for me to bear; but I'am flopped by my 
tears.” ss canna ch nas ti Shae bbl ove tat iene ca 
_~* From the whole of this POrPelpomdenee 2 Cicero in his exile, 
we may.colleét to, what degree the unjult reproaches which he 
jhad.futlered, the defertion.of thofeon whomi he relied for fup- 
port, the dangers to which he left his family expofed, affected his 
ming... The confcioufnels of his integrity, even his vanity for- 
fook hiin ; and his fine gentus, no longer employed in the forim 
arin the fenate, or bufied in the literary ftudies which amufed 
as : SP Rn as Sy 














seed hh 
him afterwards ‘in amore calamitous time of the republic, now, 
By exaprerating the diftrefs of his forttnes, preyed uputt hinfelf 
ft appeared from*this, and many‘ otlier fcenes-ot ‘his tifes that -al+ 

ough hé loved virtuous actions, yet his virtue-was/accom panied 
with ‘fo unfatiable.a-thirft of the praife-to which it intitledshimy 
that his mind was.unable to fuftain itfelf without. this, forcign, 
affiftance ; and, when.the praife. which. was due to-his confulate 
was changed into,obloquy and fcorn, he feems to have. lag a 
fenfe of good or of evil in his own.conduét or character,;. and ; 
T nica, where he fixed the fcene of his exile, funk or rofe 
in his own eftéem, as he feemed to be valued or’negleéted at 
Kim a 

Dr. Fergufon, in reciting the progrefs of the Roman arms 
under Czfar, has for the moft part, clofely adhered to that i> 
luftrious writer’s own authority, which, though not entirely 
unexceptionable,in-fome parts of the narrative, affords the, bet 
information that can now be procured, on the fubjectof ‘his 
military operations. Our author, {peaking of Czfar’s)-erte 
gagetent with the Nervii, thus proceeds i | 


‘ The event of this tumultuary adtion was various in different 
laces. ~ THe Nervii, in one part of the ation, forced the impers | 

teé&t works of the Roman camp; but in anorher part of it were 
them(elves forced from their ground, and driven in great num- 
bers into the river." Some of the Rotan' legions were broken, 
loft the greater part of their officers, and when Cafar arrived to 
rally them,’ were huddled together in confufion. He'was reduced 
to-aét the part of a mere legionary foldier, and, with a fhiefd which 
he took from one of his mén, joined’ in the batrle, ‘and iti this 
¢manner, by his,prefence and by his example, kept the Enemy ‘at 
bay, until he was relieved by the afrival'of ‘two legions of the 
rear-guard, and of two others, that were fent by Labienus to fap- 
port him. | om ) Me : 

‘ This feafonable relief, where the Romans wete moft diftreffed, 
Changed the fortune of the day ; and the conflifion, which in the 
beginning of the action had been turned’ to’ fo good account by 
the Netti, now became fatal to themfelves.” The greater part of 
them fell'in heaps‘on the ground where they firit began the at- 
tack. The few who atrempted to fly were met at every openin 
of the woods by’ parties of the enemy, by wham they were force 
into the thickets or put to the fword; and’ aé they fell ia the end 
with lirtle refiftance, many became a prey, to the followers of the 
legions, Who put themfelves in’arms and bore a part of the maf- 
facre. Of four hundred chiefs only. three efcaped; and of an 
army of fixty thoufand men, no more than five hundred left the 
fleld of batdle. ‘The piteous remains of this nation, confifting of 
fuperanauated men, of womeh, and df children, fent, from the 
tnarthes in whicH they’had beet coltcesled, a’ meflage to implote 
the se A ; but it does Hot appear in what manner he dif 
‘pofed o them. oF is al — es! “ ve te Baird * : 
“. Won LY. May, So oe We 














| 


370 —- Progrefs and Termination of the Romay Republic. 


: ga ge Braye We Wsterctl “St SAS BS haw 
“We muft ’ acknowlege we are greatly furprifed at the re-. 
mark With’ which ‘this ‘quotation cerlydes ~. We can inform: 
SN ope arte gett me SSfe Dat oO Siar f (‘sy SIC Sie ae tes? 
the Téarned ‘hiftorian how the nation of .t 





5 
hiftoria he Nervi, was. dif 
poll bf, Cf tok particle a hem, be granted 
them. permiffion to. remain in.-the,,country ; and ftridlly. ea~ 
joined the. neighbouring nations, not;to, moleft them in, any: 
aanner., ‘This.is plainly affirmed. in the following extra& from 
Cafar's Commentaries...) ).b80 0 ssi aids bobsstb-crhs 
io Sadbloc: pralio fatto, et :prope-ad internecionem’ gente ac 
nomine! Nerviorum® redatto,' majores’ natt, “‘quos una’ cum 
puetis; mulieribufque in 2ftuariaac paludes “Collectés dixera- 
mus; hac pugna nunciata, quum vittoribus nihil impeditum, 
vidtis nihil -tatum ‘arbitrarentur ; ‘omninm, ‘qui fapérerant, 
confenfu’ legatos ad ‘Czfarem miferunt, feque ei dediderunt, 
_ et ingcommemoranda civitatis calamitate ; ex DC. ad Ill. 
fenatores : €x hominum millibus LX, vix‘ad D. qui arma ferre 
poffent, fefe redattos effe dixerunt :. quos Cafar, ut in mi- 
feros ac fupplices ufus mifericordia videretur, diligentiffime 
confervavit, {uifque’ finibus atque oppidis uti juffit: et  fini- 
timis imperavit, nt ab injuria et maleficio fe fuofque prohibe- 
WORN,” eee. NEROSIOHO'S pidgin 
*- Though Dr. Fergufon has either ovet-looked this paflage 
in Cefar; or not paid it fuch a degree of credit as fo pofitive 
a teftimony deferved, he has, upon other occafions, availed 
himfelf of authorities which lay far lefs:expofed to obferva- 
tion; and has, by this means, confiderably enriched his nar- 
rative. In different parts-of the hiftory, we find, incidentally 
inter{perfed, a number of anecdotes, which throw great light 
both on the-private and public charaéter of thofe who were the 
moft eminent among the Romans at this-time: » He delineates 
in juft colours the parties which now appeared in the ftate. ~ 
¢ There were probably now three parties in the ftate; one de- 
voted to Cafar, another to Pompey, and a third that meant to 
oe wa the os ase againft the intrigues'or vialence .of either, 
1¢ latter muft have been few, and could not hope to be.of much 
confequence, except by joining fuch of the other two, as appeared 
by the character of "its leader: leaft dangerous to the common- 
wealth. Ceefar had fhowm himfelf in his political courfe a dan- 
gerous fubject, and an arbitrary magiftrate.’ In the capacity of a 
‘dubject, he had fupported every party that was inclined to com- 
‘mit diforder in the ftate, or to weaken the hands df government. 
‘In that of a magiftrate he fpurned every legal reftraint, afted the 
part of a demagogue, fupporting himfelf by popular'tumults, and 
‘the credit of a faction, againft the laws of his country. ;, and it was 
‘the general opinion of confiderate perfons, that his thirft of power 
‘and emolument was not to be fatiated without a total fubyerfiop 
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of government ;, that if, in the conreft which feemed, to,impend, 


‘his fword tould preys a fcene of bloodthed and rapine would 
séding what 


enfue, far exceeding had yet been exhibited in any calamit 
that’ had ever béfalitn' Phe Hepabtte, The defcription xf his ah 
herents, and thé charade? of perfons that crowded to his ftand- 
ard, juftified the! general’ fear and diftruft which was entertained 
of his defigns.: “Atbwhoohad fallen under fenténce of the law, all 
who dreaded this fate, all who had fuffered any difgrace, or ‘were 
confcious they deferved it; young men who were impatient of 
Overnment ;,the populace who had an averfion ‘to°order’; ‘the 
bankrupt, to whom law and property itfelf were enemies ;:all thefe 
looked for his approach with impaticnce, and joined in every cry 
that was raifed in his favour. 
‘ Pompey, the leader of thé oppofite party, had never ceafed 


to embroil the ftate with his intrigues, and even invaded the laws 


by his impatience for extraordinary and unprecedented honours ; 
yet, when poffeffed of power, he had employed it with modera- | 
tion, and feemed to delight in receiving thefe fingular trufts by 
the free choice of his country; not in extorting’them, not in 
making any illegal ufe of them, nor in retaining them beyond the 
terms prefcribed by his commiffion. It appeared, that in nothing 
he had ever injured the commonwealth fo deeply, as in caballing 
with Cefar while he rofe to his prefent-elevation, from which he 
was not likely to defcend without fome fignal convulfion in the 
{tate. 


The fubfequent part of the fecond' volume is employed” in 
reciting the military operations, which enfiied in different 
quarters of the. Roman dominion, after:the breaking out of 
the civil. war. It exhibits a magnificent reprefentation of 
important incidents, and great perfonages, correfpondent to 
the great objects for which the hoftile parties wére contending. 

[Yo be continued} . 





The General Prevalence of the Worfoip of Human Spirits, in thé 
'- Ancient’ Heathen Nations, afferted and proved. By Hugh 
Farmer. 8vo. 8s. Robinfon. ‘ 

PERE is no fubje& on which, the ancient philofophers; 
“: have reafoned fo abfurdly, as:on the nature of the gods: 
We have.a.fufficient {pecimen. of their chimerical opinions in. | 
Diogenes Laertius and: Cicero. . Laertius gives ts the fenti- 
ments.of the philofophers on this atticle, and Cicero employs 
three books in difcuffing the fubje&t; but we ate often at 4 
lofs to find out Cicero’s real opinion. He introduces an 
Epicurean, a Stoic, and an Academic, who difpute about 
the nature of the gods. Each of the two former has his own 
peculiar creed, and believes himfelf to be perfeSly orthodox; 
in exclufion of the other. . But the-Aeademic, who will yield 
to nothing but évidence, ftops them fhort by turns, difcovers 
€e¢a to 
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yd hihi Rratis theog gony., ag com 
velibae and fables, $, a mixture of natural ‘and. alle orical 


gbabiadiine:: of real and’ ppb perfonages, inc] ading 
thirty-thoufand deities*. ~~ 





‘Tnlorder to throw fome light < on this intricate fabject, ‘the : 


learned author of the work before us propofes, 1. to thew 
the general prevalence of the worfhip | of human fpirits in the 
ancient heathen world; 2. to inquire into the grounds of this 
and ‘every other {pecies of idolatry, or into the principles 


upen which the whole fyftem of polytheifm was built; 3. to 


confider the high antiquity of idolatry, and more efpecially 
that fpecies of it, the worfhip of human gods; 4. to examine 
héw far’ the reprefentation of the pagan gods, in Scripture, 
agrees with that‘made of them in the writings of the hea- 
tens, or Row far. the two accounts mutually illuftrate, and 
confirm ‘eich other. 

The firft of thefe articles alone is the fubjeé of the. prefent 

publication’; ‘the others, we are told, are in a ftate of great 
piepititiod “for the prefs. 

The’ ‘puthor touched | “upon the fabje& i in his Differtation on 
Mitacles. ci Here he examines the point more minutely, and 
affisns  thofe reafons, | which induce. him to think, that,. by. 
démoiis (fach ‘as were the more immediate objeéts. of the efta- 
blithed worfhip among the ancient mations, particularly the 

yptians, Greeks, and Romans) we are to underftand beings 

oh “an earthly origin, or fuch Pigs human fouls as were 
béliéved to. become ‘demons. to prevent miftakes, rela- 
lative to’ thé extent of his hypothefis, he obferves, « that there 


is nothing in the foregoing propofition inconfiftent with allow.. 


ing ‘what he had before: proved, that the heathens acknowleged 
and worthipped celeftial or natural gods: for the only fubjeé& 
of. the propofition i is demons, confidered as a diftin& order of 
deiti¢s from thofe ftyled natural ; and therefore the latter 


could not be included ‘in ir. Nay, the very defcription of 


demons, as the more imniediate objects of worhip, does itfelf 
im ly, that there were ultimate obje&ts of it, who. could be 
no other. than thofe céleftial gods, whofe agents and minutes 


the’ ‘former: were fuppofed + to be. Ms 
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, 2.‘ "THe ‘prec ing propofition no relation, to. the 
gods; RM pr a nach Mee thei i “phi of0- : 
phers not only afferted the divinity of the parts. and powers of 
nature, ‘but spate ea yw at was underftood ii cay. 
of" hiftorically' by’ the people, refpetting the gods., Ik may. 
be allowed, chit the philofophers entertained very, juf-nofions 


of the true ‘God and thar they deferibed him and the pata... 
ral gods ‘by the term demon, which indeed is fometimes .n{ed- 


in-a large fenfe as ‘equivalent to a deity. But 2 thefe gods. 
are out of the queftion, The term deoa; is ufed in the pro- 
pofition in a reitrained fenfe, ‘to exprefs the fubaltern deities. 
It is limited to fuch démons as were the objects of; the efta, 
blifhed’ worfhip, or of populay adoration oH public devotion, . 
to whom alone the facrifices were offered; while the. celeftial : 
gods were worfhipped only, with a ppre mind , or with hymns 

«3. The truth of the foregoing de peste cannot be 
affected by the peculiar doftrine of the philofophers concerning 
demons, when they apply the term to fpirits, who were fup- 
pofed to hold a middle rank between the gods and men, The. 
propofition only afiyms, that the demons defcribed in it were 
beings of an earthly origin, on Qo tg Quad od T 

«’Laftly, when the propofition fpeaks of fuch demons, as 
were the more immediate objects of the Reais ne orthin, 
among the ancient nations, this can refpe realy, those nati As, 


7 


in' which fome demons or fabaltern deities, either, celeftial, oF, 
terreftrial, were acknowledged. Tt refers more efpecially to 
the nations which were.in the moit civilized ftate,. and to 
» ow : : 1P ) SBibia) Dieiebi 2atel: {eri Peta ry ? wag C10CTiL. 
thofe whofe demons are fpoken of in fcripture. ae 
; ms 4 ate m910n CT DAG Oda bigw - dels 
Having premifed thefe neceflary . limitations, the aathor | 
£25 tee is BW LAOS Diasireiet 29 me ingen oa | 
proceeds to prove, from the teftimonies of the heathens, that | 
| 
i 








{ 


human {pitits were worfhipped in the nations ufually accounted, 
barbarous ;* particularly‘in thofe which have been faid to have 
only’ the natural gods, fuch as the Scythians, the Maffagetes,. 
the “Getes,” the’ Goths, ‘the Gerimans,” the Arabians, the. 
Perfians, &e." °  * seperate atten ts 
- Learned men have differed much in. their opinions con- 
cerning the Perfian objects of worfhip. Our author, therefore, 
diftinétly examines what has-been -faid on this, fubjet - by 
Herodotus, lib. i. c. 1 31- Dr, Hyde, and others,; and from 
his remarks it appears, that,, if we clear the Perfians from the 
charge of idolatry upon the evidence produced by Dr. Hyde, 
we adopt an hypothefis very improbable in ‘itfelf, and ill-fup-. 
ported ; that at the fame time we contradict’ the teftimony of 
numerous unexceptionable witnefies to the contrary ; , that the 
difference between them and the Greeks, pointed out by He- 
= Cc 3 rodotus, . 








374 EF. armer On the Wor pip of, Human Spirits, 
rodotus, is not’ fo ‘confiderable’ as. has’ been fuppofed, and 
bably did not fabfit for any’ (great féength: of time after the 
age ‘of "that hiftorian; and that’ ‘this: ‘difference. is perfedtly 
confiftent with a £ eneral @ greemenit’ ‘nother ‘refpe@s, an 
‘ 


ie with the deifieation of Human: f pirits. i 
the next fedtion the author’ ‘thews, Sha ‘other barbarous 
wate W orthip) d ‘human Pea 3 a8, in Africa, the Ethi- 
ians,, fone OP he Bree bot Nomadesy,..the Augilites,. the 
Carthaginians, the Atal lantians, and,others;,.in Europe; othe 
Celts, the Iberians, and Celtiberians, the Gauls, the'Thra- 
cians; in Afia, the Indians, the Pundits of Indoftan; the 


- Brachmans, the. people of Tartary, Siam, Tibet, China, 
Japan. In thefe‘nations, fays the author, the worfhip of 


dead men was very general; and in fome of them no other 


gods: were acknowleged but deified men and women. 


‘In the fecond’ chapter he proves, from the teftimonies of 
the heathens, that in civilized nations, fach as. Phoenicia, 
Egypt, Affyria, Chaldea, Babylonia, Syria, Greece, and 
Rome, all or. almoft all the objects of .the eftablithed, warlhips 
and,even. their greate gods, had once been men. 

The third and.Jaft chapter. contains general proofs, that is, 

s which equally refpe& all. the. learned nations, and 
all others which had adopted their fyftem of theology, of: the 


-worthip' of human ‘fpirits \in “the ‘ancient heathen world, 


"Thefe’ proofs are drawn from two fources; from the tefti- 


monies of ‘the heathen poets, philofophers, and hiflorians, 


and of the Chriftian fathers; and from the follawing.faéts:. 
“4. Divine honours were paid to the dead, according.to their 
different ranks.and characters when living, at all, the sepuc- 
cures of the heathens. 


2..The heathen-rEmPues.. were places of fepulture, and 


‘defigned as manfions. for fuch; gods as had been men. 


3. The. PYRAMIDS were fepulchral monuments and altars. 
‘As this fubje& ‘is more curious than many others, ,and our 
author’s opinion is well fupported, we fhall prefent our readers 
with'it at fall length; excepting only the notes, for which we 
muft refer the more learned and inquifitive readers to Mr. 


Farmer’ s publication. - 


‘ ‘The great ‘pyramid at Babylon was well known under the 
mame of the temple of Belus, the ‘founder of the Babylonian 


“empire, which fufficiently fhews that it was his fepulchral monp- 


ment, ‘and ereéted for -hisworfhip) “The pyramids built by 
orfena, king of Etruria, near ‘Clufium, ‘and by C-ftius, at 
ome, were alfo the fepulchres and monuments’ dof the déad. 
And as thefe were imitations uf thofe in Egypt, it is natural to 
fuppote that both had the fame intention. “But, as fome i ant 
allow 
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$25 pr ferme Lorrip. of Human Spirits... peers : 
allow. that. (Rgypuan tan») yramids, ids, more celebrated: t ‘a 
other,. were places, of ‘Gamera “thall fubmit the following oe 
fervations to.the judgment.of the readers: sj 

., © It was cuftemary, with; the ancients to raife -mounds ‘of an 
immenfe magniti pagon the graves of their monarchs and other 
perfons of great.diftinction. The Egyptians, in particular, though 


not very curioys in building their houfes; as being but temporary 
habitations, €xcéeded all: imagindble ‘magnificence in’ their’ fe- 
pulchres, ‘confidering them as their: eternal manfions, They feeth 
to have believed, that, as long as’-the body lafted, fo long’ the 
foul was preféntwith ,it.: Iris. natural, therefore, to‘ fuppofe, 
that their attention. would be very much employed in: preferving 
the former from, corruption, and iniaccommodating both with 3 
durable habitation. .. peat 
.. Accordingly the moft ancient and credible hiftorians reprefent the 
pyramids as royal.fepulchres.: From Herodotus we learn, that tht 
ef Cheops was depofited under the pyramid which he him- 
felf had built; that his.fon and daughter did each of them imitate 
their father in building a:pyramid (no doubt with the fame: in- 
tention) ;..that Afychis ereéted a pyramid-of brick: for his monu- 
ment; and that the labyrinth,’ near the lake Moeris, ‘a ftricture 
much more admirable: even’ than the pyramids, contained the 
fepulchres of the kings who built:it, and of the holy: crocodites, 
Strabo, {peaking ofthe top of a. mountain near Memphis, fays, 
that all the pyramids upon it were, royal. fepulchres. And Diadorus 
Siculus informs us, thatthe two pyramids, -built-by Chemuis ana 
Cephres, were by them defigned tor their, own fepulchres, thaugh 
both were buried in other places. To thefe teflimonies 1 might 
add thofe'of Lucan, Statius, and-Clemens Alexandrinus5. as alfo 
thofe of the Arabs, Copts, and Sabiams; were they wanted in 
fo plain a cafe, AY he Peo oid oneal, Si Potted 
_* The pyramids were not only places of feputture, but of reli- 
gious. worfhip.. They were “commonly? called’ the columns or 
altars of the gods... On the top: there wasea platform, where the 
facred rites might be celebrated ;..and:they: werefurrounded with 
buildings, which probably were colleges for) the: priefts.» “That 
the pyramids were altars is a point, which, cannot. be difputeds 
but it is.no juft.inference from hence,.that they were not,alfo fe- 
pulchres. _ For altars.were conftant appendages tothe fepulchres 
of fuch men as were deified, if not of all other’ perfons... They were 
fometimes.placed upon.the monument, which exaétly anfwers to 
the cafe before us. Jn honour af the.Grecian. heroes, who fell 
in the defence of their country at. Thermopyle, altars were.ufed 
inftead of fepulchres. . Nay, funeral. piles were conftruéted,and 
deemed as altars. From .the .pyramids being, altars,.therefore, 
we may rather infer that they were alfo fepulchres. than. the,con- 
trary. Now, if they were royal, fepulchres, monuments,.and 
altars, they were certainly confecrated to the worfhip. of. the 
Egyptian monarchs. At every common fepulchre, prayers, fa- 
erifices, and libations, were offered to the dead by the ancient 
Ce4 nations ; 













































‘ 978 sheen s0:the Hen feipof Human Spirits. 
> RAGOns 5 anid) amongit the igyptians. in! particula;; as iwe have 
tre ae temple and: a,torob were eredted.to the fame deity. 
ot teat eighs she pyramids yell agrees; with’ the opinion of 
yotbeuubeing: the 9 Sepulehsal monuments and alrars of the: Egyptian 
“raponarchs,). digh aoe $5 Pp oe pytamids,; over! the: tombs’ of 
~olpetions,of the. greateft ‘ditingtion, coftefpended to. their fotmer 
31: ca ceadienor, and. were defigned to: announce their exalta- 
3 top, fer,death,.to the rank-of the celeftial gods, | 5: 
bstog) AGM, writers, however, being: defirous: ‘Pf vdifcovering,? i in 
~ 10 ay, Sacred abiiiding and -rite of the -heathens,.an‘allafien to 
tary and fidereal deities, have fancied that: the pyramids, 
aahiine. (ag they allege) :a.rifing ‘flame, ‘whichsfrom ia bread 
israel leflens and. terminates in a ‘point, .svere fymbols of 
mF Lents have concluded that they: were conlécewnatinn the 









dt go ¢ told, concerni the great pyramid (what’i is pro- 
pak iG ithe rel), that it does not terminate ina point, as 
m al.pytamids doy but-in a flat, or fquare; confifting of 
rt re pty ftonés.,.. Theireafon-why. they frequently made ufe 
he gure figure. for: thefe ‘monuments, probably was its 
abe manent form of {tructure. . However this may 
e tee :1t-48, inj fat,.thaty though obelitks : and: pyramidal 
pillars might be oniginally confecrated to the elements, they were 
nee ereéted to {uch. gods, as-had been men, Jupiter Meili- 
1US.; Juno, Apollo, , Bacebus, : Means, -and- other deities of 
‘human origin, were, worshipped |,under.the form: of obelifks and 
rapids; Phe, mere,;figures therefore, - of the: pyramids: of 
PERE Ai SAEFF no: fartiof prefum ption that.they were appropriated 
othe elements.) And. even. allowing them to bave been interided 
a8 emblems of fire, fuk thas, xiew. chey, well, agree with the idea the 
<a ent tained, of, the fouls «¢ their dejfied: men, as origi- 
ly. taken fromthe. ignegus,elefnent j in, the heavenly regions, and 
ae a8 AR: seta 0 othe celeftial. luminaries, which were 
ae ined tp of, fires, -But.the objection we are confideting 
WAS. ‘adanged by. fore, ofithe. heathen philofophers, merely to 
tt lire yveilover.that Shocking abfurdity, the worfbip -of mor- 
#8), gots, of which the: Pyrat: fest the! moft ftriking ‘and 
, ick eyid ences’ ba atid 


a The" oF he” PLACES, dion ‘ually baring to to ie 
is in, yery. ancient. times, were. places of. fepulture,. where 
" Sak Agnoprs, were paid. to; the. dead.: .This was.the cafe 
, more ‘particularly with refpe& to the caves, the. houfes,’ the 
rac the groves, and’ je mountains, ‘where the gods.were 
worthiip <7 fe Pte 
raachce Ke sp Aturs ind i MAGES ‘of the “gods, i in haga form, 
\eprefentations of deified ‘nen and women. On this ar- 
rete the: author has, among o others, the following « obferva- 
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Parner onthe Worpoip of Hamtr Spirits. §— °\ 377 
- » &'Dhis platonie philofopher*yandalfd terwo fviés,' Verve and 
\ Balbus; A cuchiverinhromabnOean fy aon es ? Ofthe 
o fables, to which they always had recourlt whew preffed with'the 
~ difficulties of their! iteralmeaning.”’ No wonder; then? thi they 
‘> fhéuld’ repre fenr images “in hutvan formas dythbols’ér bigms 
- svofcthe! naturalbgodes]'>How . far’ this‘ wag the Peal cafe is Hitter 
othat may come ander futuré confidevation. - It is‘ fulfitient “here 
to obferve, thatthe images, ‘of human figures, of which we are 
Larry hit aped gen men and wonien, fuch' ab were fuppofed 
to be advanced 'to-the rank of gods and géddeflés, and were 
fhipped as fuch; tharthefe deities were the immediate’ o 
the eftablifhed:-worfhip;' not the natural gods, to whoin there could 
bé-only'a remote and ‘ultimate reference; that this refebencté was 
underitood ‘only by thofé'who were inftruéted in the myiteries of 
the heathen religion: that, confequently, che common people 
worfhipped' images, fot as’figns or emiblems of the deified objects 
- of nature, but, as what they really were, reprefentations of deified 
men and women : and’that the civil theology was founded ‘tipon 
this hypothetis, or upon the'literal hiftory of thofé fables which 
the’ philofophers ‘converted into allegory. In a word, the very 
objection we are contideting, inftead of rae on eftablithes, 
both the humanity of the direct objects of the'eftablithed worthip 
amongit the heathens, ’and the: proof of it drawn ‘frem the repre+ 
fentation of them under human’ figures.) 2 TO 
‘ Thefe figures, as. <wellias the human»petfonages whom ‘they 
reprefented; were deemed gods, ‘tad ‘worhhipped, as fath $ “sot; in- 
deed, on account of the fenfélefS matctials of which they Were 
compofed, bur, as the heathens alleged, of their divine inhabitants. 
The priefts pretended, by certain ‘ritesof ‘confectation, ro’ allire 
or compel demons, that 18, the tmanés of 'the'déad, to’ enter ifito, 
and:to animate their ‘ftatués,’ and t6 détain “them ‘théré. And, 
though many images anid ftatues were’ erected ‘to the “fame gods 
: yet in.each: of them: he was fuppoféd ‘to’ if Puerngs Af as nt. 
Now:this idea of faered images, as the fixed refidence of the pods, 
deftroys the fuppofition of their*being immediately teprefentatives 
of the elements or planets; and: at the fame time correfponds to, 
and confirms, the opinion enteftained’of them by the heathens, 
who made them, as bodies, to be informed with demons; dy'the 
{pirits of departed men, as with fouls. And, as the .worfhip of 
images became‘almoft the univerfal religion of the gentile world, 
this affords an undeniable proof of the hunt: origin of the heathen 
gods; whofe bodily features thofe images were faid to feprefent.” 
" 6, The’ Woxsurp of the heathen nations correfponded to 
their ide of Haman ghafts, and was founded upon. it,...Lhe 
principal rites of the ancient idolatry were facrifices, and. liba- 
tions, human vidlims, mournings, banquets, games, myfterics, 
ae | . | m" ‘in si . 2s Oe? ys Dal THIS ‘ 
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‘On the laft article, ‘the M vain our ‘author? $ opinion | 18 
as follows : 


5 The firft aff Sha of iit oul worthip were the elements sd 
bodies. phe the worfhip of deified men:were fupers 






uced’intd the heathen. theology, a pp oniene doc; 
nie a Wegketct the gods | was in “danger, es being lol 
vérit this, the myfteries were inftitated, and the true gout of 
the payan worfhip were probably explained to fuch as. were 


edged capable and worthy of fuch information. © This could no 
done without admitting that the popular or national gods ha 
been removed from earth to heaven. And this conceflion, whic 

ig all: thar. belongs'to our prefent ‘fubjeé, is a very ftrong confir- 
mation of the point I have been attempting to eftablifh. It mutt 
be obferved farther, that, although the myfleties: were the. moft 
facred of all the heathen rites, they were inftituted only in honour 


of of mortal origin, fuch as Jupiter, Ofiris, Ifis, Mithras 
Facet: Venus, een, Proferpine, Vu fcan, Caftor and Pollus, 


~ ‘others known’ to be'of, human. efcént. : 


3, The heathen. DIVINATIONS: and, ORACLES were chought 
to pies from.demons, or the; manes of the dead. 

Thus we find Darius, Tirefias#: Aiichifes, and Samuel, in: 
voked or confulted aftér their:déaths. “Ammon, A pollo,” The- 
mis, Trophonius, Amphiaraus, : Branchides, the daughter of 
Macaras, Geryon;. and all the other oracular gods, were no 
other ‘than dead men and. women deified. 


8. The worthip, of human Spirits at this day, among many 
profeffed Chriftians. gives: credibility to the exiftence of it-in 
ler times ampongythe heathens, ;::It-is certain that the wor- 
fhip of the dead fill:prevails, and has long ‘prevailed dmong 
the. former; in in the:fame manner as it'did among the latter. 

In-examining the evidence of ‘thé’ haman origin ‘of the na- 
tional gods, the: author confiders' the objections, which have 
been raifed againiftit' by feveral writers, and particularly thofe 
urged by Dy. Blackwell, Mr. Brfarit, ai id Mr. Fell. 

The firft, in his’ Letters on Mythology (which oyr author 
thinks is rather an apology for paganifm, than an impartial 
reprefentation of it). maintains, that .the gods of the reater 
nations were the deified arts.and powers of the prem In 
eppeeven to' thi ip oe ifod Mr, F ie r has largely thewn, that 

ods of the ons wee deified mortals. ‘ 

re ‘Bryant stew: that the’heathens confidered. their gods 
as deified’ niortals ; but; he fays, they were miftaken ; mof of 
the deified perfonages never exifted, but were mere titles of 
the fun; or refolvable i into that one” deity. 

2 


Admitting 


mn that of the planets and siemens nanveh confufion - 
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Admitting this to be the cafe, our author thinks, Mr..Bry- , 

ant could not prove ‘from hence, that the heathens did..not, im 
their own conceptien, worfhip a deified mortal, The. Cu- 
thites, fays° the learned ‘mythologift, or Ammoniang, 3 ‘and the 
collateral branches of the family, having raifed Ham to_a di- 
vinity, ne worlhiipped him as the fun, the deity whi 8 Am. 
monians adored.’ Now, replies Mr. Farmer, the heathens: im 
worfhipping the fun under this idea of it, may ie confidered as 
worfhipping a human fpirit. 
' Mr. Fell’s obje€tions are contained in a traét, entitled, An 
Enquiry into the Heathen and Scripture Do@rine of Demons, 
&c. printed in 1779. This writer having treated Mr. Farmer 
with incivility, the latter takes occafion to animadvért, upon 
his arguments with great feverity, In thefe animadverfions he 
has in his turn, departed from the character of a BENStO MA 
adverfary. 

In the preface our author maintains the doctrine of ; an ine. 
termediate ftate; and infifts, that the facred writers fuppofed 
the fouls of the dead to exift in fheol or hades. But the ex- 
preffions, ‘I will go down into fheol unto my fon, thou thalt 
go to thy fathers in peace,’ that of “a departure,’ and the 
like, are by no means fafficient to fupport the opinion, for 
which he contends.° We cannot conceive, that ‘ a knowled 
of the antiquity of the worfhip of dead men will enable us to 
fix the meaning of the word death in the threatening denounced 
againft Adam.’ Nor-can we fappofe, that revelation muft 
either correfpond with the do@rinesiof paganifm, or obyiate 
and point out its errors in matters of fpeculation. 

Many preceding. writers, fuch as: Monf. Jurieu, Abbé 
Banier, &c. have. written on the heathen gods with great’ in- 
duftry and learning, and have even'maintainéd Mr. Farmer’s 
general propofition ; but this author has taken’ a wider Com- 
pafs, and difcpfed the point inqueftion:with fo much aécu- 
racy and erudition, that we cannot’ bat confider his f- 
formance as the beft that has appeared upon the fubjett. 
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Travels into the Two Sicilies. Vol. 1. By Hiér) Swinburne, ‘By. 
(Concluded, from page 304-) 


Au vifiting Avellino, Mr. Swinburne made, an excur- 
fion to Atripalda, a {mall town built upon the ruinsiof, Abe- 
linum Marficum, the fite of which is ftill diftingnithed Hy a 

great number of mutilated baffo-relievos, altars, and; imnfcrip- 
tions. The inhabitants are {appofed to have retired from it in 
fhe: middle ages, and to have founded the pa city of Avelline, 


more 
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ore c venjgntly fenaes fon Pa Atripalda ftands upon an 
oni et 608 me oF, froth of 2ga ccnath tufo, .. This 
Ny, alis.o 


of Pety the |b wwhich,is:afhes, thrown out 
. rang me mountains, js generally. of ayslow sat, with flare 
and marked with horizontal wavy ftreaks. 

The inquifitivetraveller and his com any fp ent the ‘aiken, | 

noon ina viijt to the convent of ‘Monte * pagviae fituated, ona 

q imotin jeder hanging over Avellino. Jn ‘pagan times, this 
nidintain was ‘facred to the ‘mother of the gods, who, had here 
a fumptuous temple, of which four columns, of, Portafanta 
imarble, are employed i in the prefent fabric,:.,.Ia.the mufeumof 

e convent is preferved a baffo-relievo, réprefenting a. boy 
with a cornucopiz, a ferpent twined round a fig-tree, and 3 
tripod, emblems of the worthip of Cybele. 

Next morning the travellers proceeded to the Moffetta, f up- 
pofed, to be the Amfancti Valles, mentioned by Virgil in 
the, feventh Aineid, and {till.remarkable for its dark hanging 
wood, rumbling noife, and curling vortex, The bottom of 
the dell is bare and arid’: in the loweft part, and clofe under 
onevof the hills, is’ an oval pond of muddy afh-coloured water, 
It'boils up in feveral places irregularly, with great force, 
the-ebullitions being ‘always preceded by a hiffing found. The 
water was feveral times fpouted up as high as the. travel- 
lers “heads, in a diagonal direétion; and a large body of 
vapour is continually thrown out with a rumbling noife. 

Amok Gaafeous {mell rifes’ with the fteam, but the water is 
quite infipid both 4s’ to tafte and'fmell, The clay at the edges 
is carfied into’ Paglia’ to ‘rub upon 'feabby fheep son which ac- 
court the lake is farticd ont at one hundred ducats a year. On 
a hill above this lake ftogd formerly a temple dedicated to the 
goddefs Mephitis: » 

‘Quitting’ the ‘neighbourhood: of Moffetta, the travellers 
proceeded along’ the Pleafant banks ‘of. the Cervaro. The 
mountains on each fide," from’ the’ fummit to the water- edge, 
are’ covered’ with handfoine woods, “The air was perfumed 
with the *frayrance rifing from’ thickets of flowering fhrubs ; 
and the eyes were delighted with the gay bloom of the arbor 
fudaj which prows there in great abundance. 

They thenee direfted their courfe t8 Manfrédonia, twenty 
miles » ea a flat pafture, covered with afphodels, thiftles, 
wild:artichokes, and fennel-giant: - Of ‘the laft are made 'bee- 
hives and chair- -bottoms, the leaves are given to affes, hy way 
of aiftrengthener, and the tender’ buds are ‘oiled and eaten“ as 
a delicacy by the peafants!° "°° 

A’ few miles’ from’ Foggia amie! faint traces’ éf watts, faid 
to be thofe of Arpi of” Argyripe, ‘once the capital of a king, 
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dom; ‘founded ‘by'Diomed after the fiege’ of Troy.°” A” mile® 
fromthe fhore Rood the city of Sipontum, ‘faid likewife to have” 
been founded by Diémed;’ but° of which hardly’ any ‘veltiges* 
now rerndin,” if we except’ apart Of its Gothic Cathedyal,’ ‘the 
work of a later age. Sar aie soni Praeehiy sos: 
« Next, morning (fays Mr. Swinburne). we: .took:,a, pleafant., 
ride into the heart of the mountains, through -thady. dells and, 
noble woods, which brought to our minds the venerable groves ' 
that’ in “ancient times bent with the loud winds fweeping along _ 
tlie rugged fidés of Garganus. There is {till a refpectable foreit” 
of ever-gteen ‘and common oak, pitch pine, horn beam, chefnug 
and manna-aihr; >ftill , 
ef s ba ** Aquilonibus 
Querceta-Gargani Jaborant, ’ og 
Et foliis, viduantur, ornt,” nit Hor. 
The theltered-valhies:are mduftrioufly cultivated, and feetti to be: 
bleft with an excellent foil, and luxuriant vegetation } ‘the grafs- 
is {hort and fine. bo alos , 
* After a delightful wandering excurfion, we fat down to-din- 
ner on the mofs by, the fide. of a clear brook that tumbles down « 
the rocks, and fofes itfelf among the bufhes. .. Qur-repaft finifh- 
ed, we returned to St. Angelo, and next morning croffed the:. 
plain to Lucera, which ftands, on a knoll detached from the, 
Append commanding an almoft boundlefs view of fea and 
and. \ ee wfc ernie 664. 


Lucera, our author obférves, wasja city, of the .Daunians, 
and an ally of the Romans;. who ¢fteemed it a place. of ithe utr 
moft confequence to their views,of, aggrandizement: .; Theon-. | 
ly remnant of Roman. building-is a tower. in. the centre of -the > 
caltle. : sHiloy boo svoda ltd ¢ 

From Lucera the travellers continued their journey! fouth-~ 
‘ward to La Cerignuola, through an immenfe, flat, watened by 
the Carapelle and the Cervaro.; The. firft of thefe' torrents is, ' 
the Daunus, from which the whole. cquntry derived its ancient: 
name. . The weather being dry, the road was tolerably-goods 
but.in winter it. muft be, impaffable.; -Mr.. Swinburfe, from 
the warmth he felt,.conceived an idea of |the exceflive, power 
of the fun in thofe low lands, where neither fhade nor thelter.: 
is to be found for many miles, Puglia, which was the native 
country.of Horace, is feveral. times mentioned: by him for its, 
extreme drynefs 5. and the modern, inhabitants. have an adage: 
expreflive of the fame character. vid 


Mr. Swinburne; afterwards. vafited, the fields of Canna,‘ thei. 
fcene of the memorable battle between Hannibal jand theoRe- 
mans; concerning. which, he, fupponts, .againit,| Chaupys? the 
interpretation given by.Livy,of .what,isrelated, on that dubjett - 
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by Polybias)’ The {pot is now diftinguifhed by the name of 
Pezzo di Sangue, 3. e. the Field of Blood. The travellers 

were thawn by thé peafarits fome’ fpurs ahd” heads of lances, 

latelyteried up by the plough ; and! Wére tld that horfe-loads _ 
of ‘armoar ‘and! weapons’ had been at ‘different “times carried 

thence. ' 

"The wavellers afterwards rode ovet a fine down, producing 
little corn’ or wood, but a great deal of lentifcus, to view the 
ruins of Salapia, fituated near alake. “They confit of a {quare 
fortification of earthen ramparts, with many divifions and 
foffes. ‘Thence they proceeded by the way of Barletta, Trani, 
and Bifceglia, through’a delightful country! "The laft of thefe 
towns is pleafantly fituated amidft orchards and villas. Its 
walls, which are of ftone, are very lofty. Here Mr. Swin- 
burne-met not, ashe had been encouraged to expe, with any 
remains of ancient baths or cellars, but with handreds of fub- 
terraneous refervoirs and cifterns, of various fhapes and di- 
menfions, cut into’ fteps in the folid rock, and arched over 
with ftones and ftucco, to colle&t the rain-water, which is the 
only fort the inhabitants have to drink.. 

Bari, anciently noted for the abundance and delicacy of its 
fifh, is/defended by double walls and an old caftle ; occupying 
a-rocky peninfula of a triangular form, abouta mile in cir- 
cumferénce. ‘Here is a moft beautiful profpect, ftretching 
from the mountains of Garganus to the hills of Oftuni; and 
nothing, fays Mr. Swinburne, can be more pifturefque than 
the fleets of fithing-boats fteering for their refpeCtive harbours 
on the approach of night. On fhore, the full bloom of fpring 
and lively foliage, contrafted with innumerable white cottages, 
form an enchanting rural fcene. At Bari Mr. Swinburne faw 
no-thonuments of older‘date than the beginning of the eleventh 
century’. Not far from the town, ata place faid to have been 
the ‘general cemetery of ancient Barium, have been difto- 
vered great quantities of funeral pots, known by the name of 
Etrufcan vafes, but which aré now frequently counterfeited. 

Of the ancient town’ of Gnatia, now called Torre d’Ag- 
niazzo, the laft ftage but oné of Horace’s journey to Brandu- 
fiam, little remains except part of the ramparts, which, near the 
fea, are entire as high up asthe battlements. Sixteen courfes 
of large itones are ftill complete ; and the thicknefs ‘of this 
bulwark is exactly eight yards. 

To the great furprize of our inquifitive traveller, he could 
not, afterthe ftrifteft examination, difcover any monument of 
the once-celebrated: city of T'arentum}; and he obferves that 
the hints ghtow: in ue writings of ancient hiftorians are téo 
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ofan to lead Us; with, any passion to the. true topography if 
oO iD OAS?* 

rag conyent.isa {mall hillock, wholly forra-.. 
ed ia the, thells.of, fith, employed by the ancients in. the:com~:’ 
pofition. of. their. celebrated purple, dye. In this. part of the 
work Mr. Swinburne has given Fy defcription of the teftaceous . 
fithes that furnifhed. the precious, ingredient, and of .theme- 
thods ufed in extracting and preparing it, taken from the ac- 
counts extant in. ancient authors, and the differtation of .mo- | 
dern naturalifts ; but for this proof of his induftry and: learn- 
ing we refer our. readers to the work. 

From Brundufium, which was the great fupplier of oyfters 
for the Roman tables, our author obferves, that the {pawn was 

carried to ftock. their public refervoirs at the Lucrene Lake, . 
near Baiz; and no mention is made by the ancients.of the. 
excellence of any Tarentine fhell-fith except the fcallop.. As 
the Tarentine waters, however, now abound with fhell-fith, 
Mr. Swinburne, with great probability, conjectures that oyfter- 
fpawn has been brought .to Taranto from Brindifi, and better 
preferved than at the original bed, where the obftruétions , in, 
the mouth of the harbour have ruined all the fifheries.. By an. 
annexed lift, drawn. up according to the Linnean fyftem, it 
appears that the Tarentine waters contain no lefs than ninety-.- 
three different kinds, genera, or {pecies of thell-fifh. Nor are 
the feas of Taranto lefs copioufly ftocked with-the fealy, and, 
finny tribe. Very fine branchy coral is alfo found along ths, 
eaftern coaft of the city. 

The curious traveller omitted, not to,take a view..of the 
banks of the Piano, where the ancients, kept their wines in 
grottos called diulos. The mouths of thefe excavations are 
now almoit. clofed up with rubbith,, Some perfons, who had 
crept in, found the floor ftrewed with fragments of amphore, 
During the canicular feafon, there iffues i in the night time from 
thefe'caverns a moft impetuous piercing wind, 

The traveller now. proceeded. on, his journey towards. Cala- 
bria, and after an agreeable ride of twenty-four miles, flopped 
at Torre di Mare, a poor place near a ruinous towers. built 
by the Angevine kings, as a fafeguard. to the coat; but. by 
the retreat of the fea, now. at fuch a diftance from it .ag 
longer. to ferve that end. Near the mouth. of the Bariento, 
anciently Bradanus, fome columns, rifing out of the fandy 
hillocks; mark the fituation of Metapontum. Thefe pillars of 

Soar marble ftand in two rows, which are about eighty. feet 
afunder, ten in one row, and five in the other ;. their diame- 
‘ter five feet, their height fifteen, the interftices ten. . Part.of 
the’ ‘architrave i is all that remaingof the entablature, thy 
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are of the ancient Doric order, tapering regularly with a large 
cyathiform capital ; and no bafe but a kind of plinth that be~ 


lorigs to, the whole rcw.., They are channelled into twenty 
deep flutes, now much corroded by the falt fpray, and 
the adtion of the air. © This ftyle of architecture, Mr. Swin- 


burne obferves, has fomething in it folemn and majettic. Thefe. 


ae all the veftiges of Metapontum. 

Next day the travellers ferried over the river Agri, an- 
eieftly Aciris, once a navigable river, but now a rapid irre- 
gular torrent: At the wood near its banks, and about three 
miles from the fea, are’ fome heaps of rubbith, that fix the 
fituation of Heraclea. Upon the medals of this ancient citys 
many of which Mr. Swinburne purchafed of the peafants, is 


the figure of Hercules tearing. open the jaws of the Nemzan 


lion. The neighbouring hills are compofed of calcareous 
tophus, replete with fhells incrufted over, or petrified. Whole 
fkeletons of the larger tribe oft quadrupeds have been dug out 
of thefe ftomy ftrata. 

‘The travéllers crofied the river Sybaris, now the Cofcile, 
and entered the penin{fula formed by that river and the Cara- 
this, where a few degraded fragments, aqueducts, and tombs, 
we are told, indicate the {pot on which ftood the’ city of Sy- 
baris, noted to.a proverb in ancient times for the luxury and 
effeminacy of its inhabitants. No pofition, Mr. Swinburne 
thinks, could have teen more sudicioully chofen for commerce 
and agriculture, as long as an extenfive population and in- 
duftry kept the river under controul. ‘This was ore of thé 
thoft ancient fettlements formed by the Greeks on the Italian 
fhore. The coins of Sybaris aré among the moft ancient 
known ; being of the fort called incuf,'i. e. convex on oné 
fide, and concave on the reverfe. ‘Their impreffion is a bull, 
which Mr. Swinburne confiders as an emblem of their fabdued 
giver, fo long their friend and purveyor, adh in the énd an in- 
ftrument of their deftruction. 

Cotrone has fucceeded to the Greek city of Croton, but 
does not cover the fame extent of ground. Mr. Swinburne 

“was-affured that in fummer this climate is unhealthy; a mis- 
fortune which, he obferves, cannot proceed from local caufes ; 
for the falubrity of Croton was famous to a proverb among the 

re ancients. Thé Efaro, which flowed’ through the very céntre 
"i .of the old town, now runs in a fhallow ftony bed; ata con- 
fiderable diftance ‘north of the gates. 

The traveller, in order td have an opportunity of feeing 
fome places that lie out of the dire& route by land, hired a 
‘boat to carry him round the capés. They foon doubled Cape 
Nau, and, " aistitie througifia thallow bay full of theives and 
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iflets, landed’ a at’ Ch e delle Colonne, “known in. “aneient, “ty 
graphy" by ‘the *namé “OF the Lacinian promontory. = 
point, impéndihg ‘over: the Waves, are fome feattered I 

and a few'r ae courfes of building, faid'to be the rr a 
the fchool + Pythag Oras, and of the temple of Jano, a wn 
One column of this edifice is ftill landing, upon’a ae On 
of large ftones cut into facets, and ferves as a land- mark for. 
navigators. Its order differs little from that of the ‘columps, wr: 
at Metapontum ; bit, from fome bricks, which appear ine * 
termixed with’ ‘thie ftone, Mr. Swinburne entertains fome ‘ 
doubt whether thefe remains appertain to any building {o . 
ancient as the Crotonian republic ; and thinks, for very. good 
reafons, that it may have been rebuilt by the Romans. 


‘ Before day-break:.(fays our:author) we puthed off our 1 boat, 
and.rowed over to an ifland marked in every map as é¢hevhabi- 
tation of Calypfo, Things muft have changed wanderfully » 
fince the time of Ulyffes, or the .goddefs, have dailyworked a- 
miracle in providing tood,. without, which {pare aL affiftance.. . 
the fhipwrecked hero had died of hunger: at id ept this rock. 
will {carcely maintain a fheep. Somet on of entifcus, and... 
other brufhwood, até ‘the only teprefentatives of the® tall trees 
which the Ithican chief félfed’ for the tonftr wpe ‘of “his elf af 
Scholiafts have fixed Calypfo’s: ifle at» Cape* Rizzuto, becaiife'ie” 
is directly eaft: of: Corfu, whither Ulyiles fteered’ with “a 
wind; but unlefs Homer talked of :imuvinary land, hidden fro 
mankind, asthe etymology of the words: Ortygiayxand:Calyp fi 
imply, or, from the fearcity: of; geographical helps in that. pagan 
was ‘ignorant.of the true dutances of places; it is dificult to ree: 
concile_matters,.to probability, Lwopt fay..truth, because a poetr 
is net fuppofed to be ftriétly bound so its Corcyra.or Corfuys + 
the land .of the Pheacians, which is snot a night’s ofuth frome. 
Ithica, is fcarce one ‘hundred miles diftant from Italy, and there. | 
fore could not: ‘require feventeen days failing with a profperous sp 
gale. Homer, in the opinion of Strabo and the moft enlightencd , 
critics, hadtraveHed much; ‘and did nor’ raife his epic building: 

merely: upon the fhadowy bafis of fiction ;—the voyages’ o 
Ulyffes had, beenshanded down. by-tradition, and to” forme care 
pals. ftories he added: poetical embellithments. Perhaps ‘the - 
fea,has.covered large.tracts of land near thiscape, and the rocky: 
iflets we till perceive above the waters; may be nO more:than: 
the tops of the hills that. rofe upon,the beautiful.plains/.where ! 
Calypfo and her nymphs were faid to.wander,,.. When, OR COD: 
fidering Homer’s narrative with attentions, Lfind Uly files is aces 
baek into Charibdis by a fouth wind bes again upon the. wre 

and congratulates himfelf upon his y Unnoticed under t 16. 
jaws: of Seylla,-which was north? i6 E3 Bs oot, + ‘think “it 
evident he ‘was not carried inte #he Soifian; the Mediterri> 
nean fea, or, perhaps the ocean, where re was hurried away 
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before the wind, during nine days and nine nights, till he reacli« 
ed the ifland of Ortygia.s The Baleates in one, or the Fortunate 
Ifles-in the other, afforded room enough for the goddefs’s efta- 
blifhment ; and. from thence he might very well be feventeen 
days before he faw Corfu rife like a buckler on the fea, 

“ T found no charms on the ifland powerful enough to detain 
me; and therefore, after a breakfaft of prawns and limpets, 
caught and dreffed by my ft¢erfman, I put off, and doubling the 
eape, entered the Gulph of Squilacce. The rocks are eompofed 
of ‘pebbles, fand, and fhells, united together.’ 

When Mr. Swinburne had arrived at Brandifi, anciently 
Brundufium, in the country of the Tarantula, he was defirous 
of inveftigating minutely every particular relative to that 
infe&; ‘but the feafon was not far enough advanced, and no 
Ta-zantati, i.e. perfons bitten, or pretending to be bitten, 
had begun to ftir. He prevailed upon a woman, who had 
formerly been bitten, to act the part, and dance the Taran- 
tata before him. Many muficians were fummoned, and fhe 
performed the dance, as all prefent affured the traveller, to 
perfection. Mr. Swinburne is of, opinion that this has been a 
favourite among the inhabitants in very remote times; that 
accident may have led themt to the difcovery of the Taran- 
tula; and, upon the flrength of its poifon, the Paglian dames 
fill enjoy their old dance, though the memory of its infti- 
tution and ancient name be now ‘obliterated. If at any time 
thefe dancers are involuntarily affected, he fuppofes. it to be 
hothing more than a fpecies of St. Vitus’s dance.” Our an- 
thor’s conjecture is greatly corroborated by the circumftance of 
there being numberlefs churches and places throughout thefe 
ons dedicated to: that faint. Many fenfible perfons, 

ever, we are informed, maintain the reality of the poi- 
fonous infe&tion, ‘Fhe Brindifians fay, that the ‘Tarantulas 
fent to Naples for the experiment were not of the true fort, 
but, a much larger and more innocent one; and that the 
length of the journey, and want of food, had weakened their 
natural power. 


¢ No perfon (fays Mr. Swittburne) above the loweft rank in 
life was ever feized with this malady, nor is thére an inftance of 
its caufing death. ‘The tength of the dance, and the patient’s 
powers of ro g bee fuicceffive fafigue in the canicular feafon, 
prove nothing ; becaufe every day, at that time of the year, 


peafants may be feen dancing with equal fpirit and perfeverance, 
though they do not pretend to be feized with Tarantifm. The 
illnefs may therefore be attributed to hyfterics, exceffive heat, 
ftoppage of perfpiration, and other effects of fleeping out of 
doors in a hot furnmer air, which is always extremely dangerous, 
if not mortal, in moft parts of Italy. Violent exercife 234 
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havé béen found to be a certain cure for this diforder, and con- 
tinued by tradition, though the date and circumftances of this 
difcovery have been long buried in oblivion ;—a natural pailion 
for dancing, imitation, cuftom.of the country, and a defire of 
raifing contributions upon the fpeétators, are probably the real 
motives that infpire the Tarantati,’ 

At the diftance of a few miles from Brindifi, the Trajan 
Way may. be traced as it croffés a hollow. It is raifed to a level 
upon archés, built in the reticular or logengy manner. 

At Canofa, formerly Canufium, many. brick monuments; 
though ftripped of their marble cafing, ftill atteft its ancient 
grandeur. Among them may be feen the fragments of aque- 
ducts, tombs, amphitheatre-baths, military columns; and 
two triumphal arches, which, by their pofition, feem to have 
been two city-gates. At Venofa nothing is now to be feen 
that can convey any idéa of its ancient magnificence, except 
pieces of marble, containing parts ‘of inferiptions, fixed’ in 
the walls of lioufes and churches. The piece of antiquity of 
higheit reputation, and upon which the inhabitants of Venofa 
plume themfelves moft, is a marble buft placed in the great 
fquare on a column. ‘This they thew as the effity of their 
fellow-citizen Horace; but the badnefs of the defign, and 
the mode of drefs, render this opinion very . problematical: 
Mr. Swinburne takes it to be the head of a faint. 


‘I made (fa <Q the traveller), ah excurfion fix miles along the 

Tarentiné road to vifit the Bandufian fountain, celebrated by 
Horace in'the thirteenth Ode of his Third Book, and fo long a 
point in litigation among critics and comimientators. The com: 
mon opinion ‘placed it at his Sabine faim: but Abbé Cliatipy 
has incontéftibly proved, that it can be no other that a {pring 
near Palazzo, in thé principality of St. Gervafio. 1 difeover 
it by the defeription given by Chaupy ; and was forry fo fiid him 
fo faithful a painter of the b gee deplorable fate of this once 
charming fountain. No thady groves now hang over its bahks 
to fhut out the burning mid- da fart ; “its gehd waters no longer 
tumble. down the och in beautiful Boat but, choked with 
dirt, and loft in bogs, are forced to {eek their way under ground 
to a vent at the foot of the hill.’ 


The travellers entered Benévefite through the Arch of Tra- 
jan, now‘called the Porta Autea, which appeats to gréat dif- 
advantage from the walls and houfes that hem it in 6n both 
fides. It is, however, in tolerable prefervation, and one of 
the moft magnificent remains of Roman: grandeur to be met 
with out. of Rome. The archite&ure, and {culpture® are 
both fingularly beautiful. The order is the compofite; the 
materials white marble; the height fixty: palms; length 
thirty-feven and‘a half; and depth twenty-four. It confifts 
Ddz of 
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of a fingle arch, the fpan of which is twenty palms, and the 
height thirty-five. Oneach fide of it two fluted columns, . 
upon a joint pedeftal, fupport an entablement and an. attic. 
The intercolumniations and frize are covered with ‘baffo- 


relievos, reprefenting the battles and triumphs of the Dacian 
war. 


‘ Except the old Metropolis of the world Tne our author), 
no city of Italy can boaft of fo many remains of ancient fcul- 
pture, as are to be found in Benevento. Scarce a wall is built of 
any thing but altars, tombs, columns, ‘and remains of entabla- 
tures. The moft’confiderable are in the upper town, ‘which I 
take to be the fite of the’old one. The cupola of St. Sophia: 
refts upon a circular colonnade of antique marble, in the fame 
manner as thofe of Santa Maria, near Nocera, Saint Sebaftian, 
and St. Agnes at Rome,—and other buildings erected under 
Conftantine and his family, when’ the arts were declining, In 
the court isa fine relievo of the Rape of the Sabines : the other 
remarkable fragments are, the Death of Meleager,—a Meafurer 
of Corn,—fome fepulchral buits,—a large boar, covered with 
the ftole and vitta, for facrifice, which antiquaries call the Cale. 
donian bear, left by Diomed as a badge to his colony of Bene- 
vento,—and, Hercules ftealing the Héffetian Apples. This laft 
piece {truck me very much, from the refemblance it bears to our 
common mode of depiding the Fall of Man. A woman lies at 
the foot of. a tree, and a huge ferpent is twined round the trunk, - 
ftretching out its head towards the fruit, which a man leans for- 
ward to pluck. The club he holds in his band, and a Greek 
infcription, mark him out for Hercules.. A volame might be 
filled with infcriptions colle&ted here, relative to every fubject, 
on which the ancients, who recorded every trifle, were wont to 
fet up a lapidary memorial. The chriftians have alfo contributed 
a confiderable variety of monuments. I remarked one, in par- 
ticular, reprefenting aman rifing out of the waters, and purfued 
by a fifh: this alludes to the ftory of Jonas, and was. fometimes . 
pati" upon the tombs of the primitive chriftians, to exprels . 


_myfterioufly, their belief in the refurrection.’ 


On. leaving Benevénto, Mr. Swinburne croffed the Calore, 
and travelled 'to*Montefarchio,. up-hill moft of the way, by a 
very fine road. Three bridges, built of immenfe blocks of 
ftone, are the only remains of the Via Appia. The foil is in 
many places voleanical.. One fmall hill is an entire lump of . 
lava. Montefarchio, a large town belonging to the prince of 
Troya, ftands at the head of a plain, furrounded with lofty. 
mountains on every fide, except the north-weft corner, where 
the chain is broken. . This. plain, which is of an oblong 
fhape; has, in Mr. Swinburne’s opinion, been originally the 
crater of a very large volcano, and afterwards a lake. The 
fediment of the waters, he thinks, may -have levelled and 


filled 
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filled up the bottom; and at laft a fhock may ‘have broken 
down fome part of the environing hills, and let out the water. 
Torrents wafhing down-the foil of the mountains, may have 
continued to raife the level, and cultivation completed the 
drainage. From the fize and pofition of this fpot, the tra- 
veller conjectures it to be the place where the Roman confuls, 
and their army of thirty thoufand men, were furrounded and 
‘captured by the Samnites, who pofleffed themfelves ‘of the 
_ high grounds. 

Thus have we laid ito our readers a fummary detail of 
the narrative of this agreeable traveller; but the limits of a 
Review would not permit us to even abridge the hiftory; an- 
cient and’modern, of the feveral confpicuous places which he 
defcribes. Neither was‘it compatible with ‘fo confined an 
abftra&l, to gratify thofe of our readers who are virtuofi, 
with enumerating the multiplicity of ancient coins and medals 
mentioned by this inguifitive and learned traveller. Much 
lefs was it in our power to relate the local manners and 
cuftoms, which Mr, Swinburne has fo pleafingly delineated. 
For an account of all thefe interefting particulars, we there- 
fore refer our readers to the volume, where they will meet 
with fall fatisfa&ion, in a narrative neither encumbered with 
frivolous remarks, nor rendered difgufting by prolixity. » 





A Catalogue of the Manufcripts preferved in the Britifh Mufeum, 
hitherto undefcribed. By Samuel Ayfcough, Clerk. 2 Vols. 420. 
2/.2s. Rivington. 


iii Catalogue confifts of above five thoufand volumes, 

including the collections of fir Hans. Sloane ia 4100 
volumes, of Dr. Birch in 378 volumes, of Thomas Madox, 
hiftoriographer royal to queen Anne and George ]. in 94 
volumes, of Mr. ‘Thomas Rymer, not printed in his Federa, 
in 58 volumes, and about 400 volumes bequeathed, prefented, 
or purchafed at various times. 

. Thefe articles are diftinétly and judicioufly arranged in this 
catalogue, under the following heads: theology, ecclefiaftical 
hiftory, hiftory, commerce, arts, mathematics, aftronomy, philo- 
fophy, chemiftry, medicine, natural hiftory, voyages, grammars, 
literary hiftery, biography, letters, poetry, judicial aftro- 
logy, magic, mifcellaneous, manufcripts in the Icelandic and - 
the Oriental languages. 

_ At the conclufion the compiler has fubjoined a very ufeful 
index, containing all the names mentioned in the catalogue, 
which fhews what occurs relating to any author, and what 
manufcripts of his are preferved in the Britifh Mufeum. 
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This catalogue, it muft be obferved, does not include the’ 
Royal, Cotton, or Harleian colle&ions of manufcripts, which 
are vib preferved in the Mufeum, but fuch only as have been » 
hitherto usdeferibed. 

There are likewife fome few manufcripts in Dr. Birch’s 
collection, which are fealed up by the order of the curators, and 
are therefore not mentioned in this catalogue. This order, it 
feems, was given in confequence of a defire, which the Doétor 
had expreffed, of having them kept from public infpeétion for. 
thirty years after his death. He was killed, by a fall from his 
horfe, January 9, 1766; and confequently above feventeen - 
years of this time are now expired. 

_ In this immenfe colle&tion of manufcripts, there are doubt- 
lefs many which merit the attention of the curious and 


- learned, in every.branch of ufeful literature; and though 
-there are certainly others (as muft be the cafe in all great col- 


leftions) which are lefs worthy of notice, yet there are few 
which will not afford fome ufeful. hint to thofe who may con- 
fult them. © 

Some of them indeed have been deny printed; as, Pre- 
fumptive Arguments for the Truth and divine Authority of 
the Chriftian Religion, in ten fermons, by James Duchal, M.A. ; 
A Colleéion of Original Letters to and from Dean Swift, 
in three volumes; Pope’s Original Tranflation of the Iliad. 
and Odyffey of Homer, in three volumes, written chiefly on 
{craps of paper, covers of letters, &c. There are probably 
many others, which dre likewife worthy of publication. 
_ Dr. Birch, at the time of his death, had prepared for the 


prefs a colleétion of'letters, to which he had given the fol- 


lowing title: ‘ Hiftorical Letters, written in the Reigns of 
James I. and Charles I..; containing a Detail of the public 
‘Tranfactions and Events in Great Britain, during that Period ; 

with a Variety of Particulars not mentioned by our Hiftorians, © 
Now firft publifhed from the Originals in the Britith Mufeum, 
Paper-Office, and private Colledtions.’ : 

The editor of this catalogue’ intimates his inclination to 
publith thefe letters, provided he fhould meet with proper’ 
encouragement. 

As he has already given a laudable fpecimen of his‘induftry, 
accuracy, and learning, there can be no doubt-of his abilities 
for a publication of this nature. . 

- The prefent compilation, he tells us, has been his fole . 
employment for upwards of two years. Perhaps there are. 
few examples of fuch a: work having beeri completed in fo 
fhort-a time. Confidering the confafed ftate of many of the 


‘papers, the difficulty of reading fome, and of afcertaining 


the 




















'  Ayfeough’s Catalogue of Manufcrifts. _ 305 
the fubjeét of others, he has performed wonders, and certainly 
merits an ample reward. 

The great fund of information and learning, which thefé 
manufcripts contain, is now laid open, and rendered eafy of 
accefs to every gentleman, who conforms to the rules ap- 
pointed by the truftees. 

And here we cannot forbear congratujating the learned on 
the eftablithment of the Britifh Mufeum. Many an ingenious 
and induftrious author retires from the world, and fpends his 
days in paintul lucubrations, not without fome pangs of dif-. 
quietude for the future deftiny of his produCtions., In the 
middle of his progrefs, death {matches the pen from his hand; 
and his performance, which has employed him for man 
vent is probably deftroyed, or fuffered.to fink into oblivion, 

y an illiterate or a taftelefs executor. Thefe mortifying 
difafters are more particularly defcribed in the following lines; 


« Ad au&torem quendam worvlpagwratoy. 
Do .-_ * & * # a » 
Cui tot componis dogétos, malefane, libellos? 
Te vix defynéto, fcrinia'blatta tenet ; 
Heres immunda fatuus feponit in arca, 
Unguibus et fevis fordida delet anus.’ 


To prevent this deplorable fatality, a liberal and magni 
ficent asyLumM is now provided for the child of his fancy, 
where it will be protected from the rude affaults of barbarous 
and unfeeling ruffians. 

We fhall exemplify this oblerestive by a, remarkable ex- 
ample. The learned Dr. Cudworth publifhed the fr part of 
his Intelletual Syftem in 1678, and fpent feveral years. in 
compofing the /econd, But he died in 1688, before he had 
finifhed his plan, and left his manufcripts on that fubjec, 
confifting of feveral yolumes. in folio, together with adarge 
commentary on the feventy weeks of Daniel, and other learned 
tracts, to the care of his daughter Damaris, the wife of fir 
Francis Mafham. For fome time they quietly repofed in the 
library at Oates, in-Effex, But, about the year 1762, when 
the late lord Mafham miarried his fecond lady, his lordthip 
thought proper to remove the ufelefs volumes of ancient learn- 
ing, part of the library, which had been bequeathed to the 
family by MreLocke, and the manufcripts of Dr. Cudworth, 
to make room for books of polite amufement. For this purpofe 
he fold a very confiderable number to Mr, Robert Davis, then 
a bookfeller in Piccadilly.. Mr. Davis was either told, or 
wifely concluded, that the manufcripts were the productions. 
of Mr, Locke. Not having met with a purchafer in London, 
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he carried thém with him to Barnes, when he retired from 
bufinefs, As he was one of the proprietors of the Commen- 
tary on the Bible, publithed-by Dr. Dodd, he furnifhed the 
Do¢tor with thefe manufcripts, which ferved to give an extra- 
ordinary eclat to that work, and to the Chriftian Magazine, 
which was publifhed about the fame time. The. name’ of 
Mr. Locke anfwered the purpofe of the proprietors, and the 
public were unacquainted with the truth of the fad. 

Mr. Davis, however, who had no more regard for thefe 


~ Jearned volumes than: the right honourable Goth who had 


expelled them from his library, when he received them again 
from Dr. Dodd, threw them into his garret, where they were 
expofed to the rats, and the gepredations of his maid. 

About the beginning of the year 1777, a gentleman, who 
had a veneration for the name of ‘Mr. Locke, and was con- 
cerned to hear that any of his writings were in danger of being 
lof, went down to Barnes to fee thefe manufcripts. And as 
he was pofitively affured by Mr. Davis, that they were the 
real compofitions of that eminent writer, he immediately pur- 
chafed them for forty guineas. But upon examination he foon 
perceived that the authority of the bookfeller was fallacious. 
He therefore remonftrated againft the deception; and the 
vender condefcended ‘to take them again, upon being paid ten 
guineas for his difappointment in this negotiation! How- 
ever, as the purchafer had difcovered, by many inconteftible 
proofs, that they were the writings of Dr. Cudworth, he re- 
commended them to the curators of the Britifh Mufeum, by 
whom they. were purchafed. And now, at laft, after many 
perils and infamous mutilations, they are fafely lodged in that 
noble repofitory. 








Hints, addrefid to the Public. Calculated to difpel the gloomy 
Ideas which have been lately entertained of the State of cur 
Finances. By John Sinclair, E/g. Sve. 15. Cadeil, 


.N the courfe.cf laft year, the public was favoured with two 
productions by this ingenious and intelligent gentleman, 
whofe zeal for the interefts of hts cauntry, and whofe ufeful 
refearches confer npan him an honourable diftinétion in the 
legiflative aflembly of which he is a member. In one of thofe 
he vindicated the fuperiority of Great Britain, compared with 
the houfe of Bourbon, in refpe&t of naval ftrength ; and in the 
cther he fuggefted the outlines of a plan for having always a 
fufficient number of feamen ready. for the fervice of the go- 
veynment, on any cmergency. The fubje& of his prefent 
acdrefs to the public is of yet greater importance,-as it selates 
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to thofe pecuniary refources of the ftate, which alone cant - 
enable us to fupport the burden of a war, or to maintain, 
with fecurity, the expenditure even of a peace-eftablifhment. 

It affords us the greater pleafure to find Mr. Sinclair engage 
in an enquiry tending to evince the great refources of the 
nation, as difcouraging obfervations have been lately made 
on this fubject by a nobleman of the moft refpectable talents, 
as well as by fome other writers. Concerning the inaufpi- 
cious prognoftications to which we allude, we are entirely of 
the fame opinion with our author. 


‘ It is (fays he) the more neceflary to inveftigate this fubjeét, 
as it has been of late too common for even refpectable individuals 
to amufe themfelves, and to terrify the public, with exaggerated 
accounts of the dangerous ftate of the national finances. The 
more our difficulties increafed, the greater pleafure they feemed 
to take in publifhing our fituation to our enemies; in damping 
the exertions of thofe, by whofe judgment and abilities alone we 
could be extricated.from the difficulties in which we were in- 
volved ; and in proving to what fatal lengths even valuable cha- 
racters may be led, in fupport of a favourite hypothefis. 

‘ As an individual anxious for the honour and profperity of 
his country, I muft take the liberty of entering my proteft againft 
the general tendency of fuch performances. Every attempt to 
affign a period, however remote, for the ruin of a large com- 
munity, ftrikes me as highly impolitic. Nature has wifely ren- 
dered the exiftence of the individual uncertain, left the fear of 
death fhould embitter his days, and difcourage him in every pur- 
fuit, even the moft laudable ; and what reafon can be affigned 
why the order of nature fhould be reverfed, when empires are in 

ueftion ? Difpirited nations, like difpirited individuals, are in- 
capable of fuccefsful efforts to extricate themfelves from danger : 
befides, the apprehenfion of evil is juftly accounted more dread- 
ful than its actual exiftence, - 

¢ Neither ought fuch performances to be countenanced in a 
country, which has long been confpicuous for popular difcon- 
tent; even jn the moft flourifhing circumftances that perhaps a. 
nation ever knew.. Whether it originates from the natural tur- 
bulence of a free people, or from the gloomy atmofphere that 
we breathe ; certain it is, that the inhabitants of this rfland have 
long been difcontented with their fituation ; and the world has 
been ftunned with their perpetual prognoftications of ruin upon 
ruin, for at leaft a century patft.’ 


Mr. Sinclair endeavours to refute four pofitions advanced 
by the earl of Stair on the fubje& of the national finantes. 
The firft is, that the annual income of this country (by which 
is underftood thé produce of the exifting taxes) does not ex- 
ceed, or will not yicld much above, twelve millions. net 
yearly, Secondly, that the enormous fum of 16,371,346], is 
t but 
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but /eantily fuficient for the national éxpence. Thirdly, that 
the unfunded débt is at leaft forty millions; the intereft of 
which will amount to full two millions. And fourthly, that 
to raife additional taxes, to the amount of 4,371,3461. were 
it neceflary, is among the bareit of all bare poffibilities. 

Our author, in confidering thefe affertions, begins with 
the national income. He obfervés that, the prefent income of 
the ftate may be divided into four different branches ahs imely, 
the old taxes; the furpinffes of which compofe the original 
finking fund; the new taxes which were added to the finking 
fund before the commencement of the late war; thé taxes 
which have been Jaid on in the courfé of the war; and the 
Tand and malt taxés, which are only annually granted. 

Mr. Sinclair juftly obferves, there cannot be a better fign of 
the-flourifhing ftate of our national finances, than when the old 
taxes annually produce a confiderable addition to the public re= 
venue ;, as this cannot happen without the increafing wealth 
and populoufnefs of the country. In conformity to this re- 
mark, he evinces, by an explicit detail, the accuracy of- 
which we do: not queftion, that the furploffes of thofe funds 
have almoft uniformly increafed during the {pace of thirty 
years; atid this by fo remarkable a progreffion, that they 
have nearly doubled within that period, ; 

Our author infers from his enquiry, that, had it not been 
for the American war, the furplufles of thofe three great 
funds would have been very much augmented ; and that, when 
the prefent peace is eftablifhed, there'is every reafon to hope 
that the excefs may: be fairly eftimated at 3,250,000], per 
annum; and-that it may. afterwards increafe, 

From; the indubitable evidence which the author has pro- 
duced of the paft increafe of thofe taxes, we: cannot in the 
leaft' confider him’ as too fanguirie in his expectations. There 
may be certain limits beyond which thofe taxes cannot receive 
any increment; but as the populoufnefs of Great Britain, 
the only circurmiftance which can ,regulate their ftandard, may 
be infinitely increafed, it is impoffible to circumfcribe them 
Within any definite bounds. 

It appears from our author’s enquiry, that the taxes im- 
pofed for defraying the former war have alfo: been. upon the 
jncreafe. The only deficiency is in the fund created.31 Geo. II. 
which is, however,- of no material confequence. According 
to his ftatertent; they have increafed’ from upwards of ,one 
million eight hundred and feventy-fix thoufjnd pounds, to 
three ‘millions one hundred and’ twenty-fix thoufand poids; y 
nor, what deferves to be remarked, have they been injured in 
¢onfequence of the new burdens to which the nation has been 
fubjected. 

Mr 
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Mr. Sinclair has very properly avoided giving any ftate- 
ment of the taxes laid on during the prefent war; becaufe 
experience juitifies the remark, that no politive inference can 
be drawn, refpecting the future produce of taxes, from the 
fum which they have produced during fo few years after their 
impofition, and while we were engaged in a war with fomany 
maritime nations. 

With refpect to the produce of the taxes on land and malt, 
the former, our author obferves, is fuppofed to yield annually 


about two millions, and the latter about feven hundred and 


fifty thoufand pounds. 

So far Mr. Sinclair has proceeded upon the authority of 
public regifters; but, for the fatisfattion of the public, he 
has ftated the fuppofed produce of the exifting taxes, when 
commerce revives, and peace is fully re-eftablithed. By rea- 
foning from analogy, therefore, he computes that the income 
from the prefent taxes will amount to fourteen millions, three 
hundred and fixty-eight thoufand one hundred and ninety- 
fix pounds. three fhillings and ten pence. 


Our author afterwards confiders the national expence, under . 


the various articles of the temporary and perpetual annuities, 
and of the. peace-eftablifhment; all which umited, he calcu- 
lates at the fum of twelve millions two hundred and fifty: five 
thoufand fix hundred and .fixty-nine pounds ten fhillin 
and five pence. This being deduéted from the fuppofed na- 
tional income, there will remain a finking fund, amounting to 
two millions one hundred and twelve thoufand five hundred 
and twenty-fix pounds thirteen fhillings and five pence per 
annum, which, with any tolerable management, will, in pro- 
cefs of time, our author obferves, relieve the country from 
no inconfiderable part of the burdens.with which it is loaded. 
Befide the fat afcercained by Mr. Sinclair, of the pro- 
greflive increafe of the old taxes, he mentions another, which 
particularly deferves the attention of thofe who employ them- 
felves in. inveftigating the ftate of the finances. It is; that the 


taxes are almoft uniformly more produdtive in the half-year end- ° 


ing on the 10th. of Odtober, than in the half-year ending on the 
5th of April; a difference which he thinks may principally be 
attributed. to the greater facility of trade and navigation 
during the formerthan the latter period. He makes the foly 
lowing remarks on the navy and ordnance debts, 


¢ Tt is a fingular circumftance, that, in a country where the 
public revenue is fuppofed to be fo carefully protected, in which 
it is afferted, that no money can be raifed upon the fubjeét, with- 
out the inter pofition of parliament ; and where even the forma- 
lity of a vote of credit is neceflary to enable the fovereign to 
raife 
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raife any fum‘of money for the exigencies of the flate, a few 
fubordinate commiffioners fhould have it in their power to run 
the nation in debt, with fcarcely any controul or reftri¢tion. No 
man wifhes lefs to make the naval department unpopular ; but, 
if in addition to what is called the ordinary eftimate of the navy, 
in addition to the extraordinary expences (a confufed and inextri- 
cable account of which is annually laid before parliament) — if 
in addition to the 41. per man, per month, for every feaman and 
marine that is voted, various unknown charges are to be per- 
mitted, formed we know not how, and demanded we know not 
for-what ; ; I tremble to think, that the time may come, when it 
were almoft to be wifhed, that the -pride, the darling, and. the 
principal bulwark of this country were to be annihilated.’ 


Mr. Sinclair next takes a view of the' unfunded debt, fo 
far as it can be at prefent afcertained; and concludes with a 
general comparifon of the national income and _ expen- 
diture. 


‘ I hope it will appear fufficiently evident, from the preceding 
fhort Hints, that the finances of this country are not in fo defpe- 
rate a ftate as they are commonly reprefented ; and our fituation 
will be till more profperous, if wife and judicious plans are en- 
tered into for difcharging the moft burthenfome of our incum- 
brances; which a clear finking fund of two millions, joined to 
the gradual acceffions from the falling in of the temporary an- 
nuities, will enable us to effeét. 

* Itis unneceflary, however, to enter at prefent i into the exa- 
mination of fuch a queftion, as fome time muft undoubtedly 
clapfe before any {cheme of that nature can be carried into exe- 
cution. ‘The prefent object of adminiftration ought to be, to 
know what is the utmoft extent of the national incumbrances, 
and to put them on a footing that may enable zealous and public- 
fpirited men to form plans for their liquidation. When that 
period arrives, the writer of this tract will probably again amufe 
himfelf with fpeculations upon the fubjeét: fome ideas having 
occurred to him, which he i imagines may be of fome ufe in pro- 
moting fo defirab!e a work ; and which indeed cannot fail to be 
effectual, if there is any remains of public virtue in the coun- 
try.’ 


We congratulate the public on fuch a ftatement of the 
finances as tends to diflipate all ominous apprehenfions refpe&- 
ing the refources of the nation ; and we fhall, with great fatis- 
faétion, attend to the farther reféarches and* obfervations of 
this highly meritorious pmentey on a fabjeet of fo general 
comcern. . 
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Bibliotheca Topeerepbica Britannica, No. VII. By Fokn 
Nichols, F. S. A. Edinb. Correfp. 4to. 75. Od. in boards. 
Nichols. 


T HIS number contains the hiftory and antiquities of 

Hinckley, in the county of Leicefter ; including the ham- 
lets of Stoke, Dadlington, Wykin, and the Hyde; with a. 
large appendix, containing fome particulars of the ancient 
abbey of Lira in Normandy, aftronomical remarks adapted to 
meridian of Hinckley, and* biographical memoirs of feveral 
perfons of eminence. 

Hinckley is a market-town near the borders of Warwick. 
fhire, from which county this part of Leicefterfhire is feparated - 
by the Watlingftreet-road. It was formerly fuperior in con- | 
fequence to Birmingham. At prefent it contains 750 houfes, 
The ftocking manufafory in this town employs about 1000 
frames. The church is a large and venerable ftructure. 
Here was formerly a priory and a caftle. The latter is tradi- 
tionally faid to have been inhabited by John of Gaunt. The 
battle of Bofworth-field is fuppofed to have been fought about 
four miles from. Hinckley. 

Among the natives of this town, or thofe who were any way 
connected with it, our antiquary particularly mentions fir 
Robert Bruce Cotton, owner of three fourths of the manor of 
Hinckley ; William Burton, author of the Hiftory of Leicefter- 
fhire; Robert Burton, author of the Anatomy of Melancholy, 
younger brother to the former; Rev. Thomas Cleiveland, 
vicar of Hinckley, and his fon John Cleiveland, author of fe- 
veral mifcellaneous pieces; Richard Vynes, fchoolmatter of 
Hinckley, and afterwards vicar of St. Lawrence Jewry; John 
Oneby; Anthony Grey, .earl of Kent; fir Henry F irebrace ; 
William Stanley, D. D. mafter. of Corpus Chrifti College, 
Cambridge ; Rev. Francis Brokefby ; Rev. Roger Cotes, the 
celebrated mathematician; Rev. Anthony Blackwall, author 
of the Sacred Claffics; Rev. John Carte, brother to Thomas 
Carte, the hiftorian, and vicar of Hinckley ; Rev. John Dyer, 
author of Grongar Hill, the Fleece, &c. Rev. Thomas Mor- 
res, D.D. vicar of Hinckley; Rev. Dr, Blair, vicar of 
Hinckley, and prebendary of Wefiminfter, &c. 

As the name of fir R. B. Cotton muft always be mentioned 
with honour, and. his memory cannot fail of exciting the 
warmett fentiments of gratitude, while the fmalleft regard for 
‘learning fubfifts among us,. we fhall extract part of the ac- 
count, which our author has given us of his valuable library. 

* It confifts wholly of manufcripts; many of which being in 
loofe fkins, {mall tracts, or very thin volumes, when they were 
purchafed, 
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purchafed, fir Robert caufed feveral of them to be bound up it 
one cover. They relate chiefly to the hiftory and antiquities of 
Great Britain and Ireland, though the ingenious colleétor refuféd 
nothing that was curious or valuable in any point of learning. 
He lived indeed at a time when he had great opportunities of 
making fuch a fine collection; when there wefe many valuable 
books yet remaining in private hands, which had been ee from 


the monafteries at their difflolution, and from our univerfities and 
colleges at their vifitations; when feveral learned antiquaries, 


fuch as fofveline, Noel, Allen, Lambarde, Bowyer, Elfinge, Cam- 
den, and others, died, who had made it their chief bufinefs to ferape 
up the fcattered remains of our monattical libraries ; and, either 
by legacy or purehafe, he beeame poffeffed of all he thought va- 
luable in their ftudies. ‘This library was placed by fir Robert 
Cotton in his own houfe at Weftminfter, near the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; and very much augniented by his fon fir Thomas Cotton, 
and his grandfon fir John (who died in 1702, aged 71.) In 1700 
an act a arliament was made for the better fecuring and preferv- 
img that library, in the name and family of the Cottons, for the 
benefit of the public; that it might not be fold, or otherwife 
difpofed of and embezzled. Sir John, great grandfon of fir Ro: 
bert, having fold Cotton-houfe to queen Anne, about 17c6, to be 
2 repofitory for the royal as well as the Cottonian library, an aét 
was made for the better fecuripg of her majefty’s spirit of that 
houfe.;. and. both houfe and library were fettled and veited in 
truitees. The books were then removed into a more convenient 
room, the former being very damp; and Cotton-houfe was fet 
apart for the ufe of the king’s library-keeper, who had: there the 
royal and Cottonian libraries under his care. In 14712 the Cots 
tonian library was removed to Effex-houfe in Effex-ftreet ; and in 
1770 to 4 houfe in Little Dean’s Yard, Weftminfter, purchafed 
by the crown of the lord Afhburnham ; where a fire happening 
upon the 23d of Odtober, +731, one hundred and eleven books 
were loft, burnt; or entirely. defaced, and be are tendered 
imperfect. It was thereupom removed to the Old Dormitory be- 
longing to Weftminfter fchool ; and finally, in 14753, to that ad- 
tmirable repofitory, The Britifh Mufeuin, where they full remains 
¢ It is almoft mcredible how much. we are. indebted. to ‘this. li- 
brary, for what we know of our own country: witnefs the works 
of fir Henry Spelman, fir William Dugdale, the Decem Scrip- 
tores, Dean Gale, Bifhop Burnet’s Hittory of the Reformation, 
Strype’s Works, Rymer’s Foedera, feveral pieces publithed by T. 
Hearne, and every book alrnoft that hath appeared fince, relating 
to the hiftory and antiquities of Great Britain and Irelanc. Nor 
was fir Robert Cotton lefs-communiecative of his library and other 
collections in his life-time. Speed’s Hiftory of England is faid to 
owe: moft of its:value.and its ornaments to fir Robert Cotton ; and- 
Mr. Camden acknowledges, that he received the coins in the Bri- 
tannia. from. his. collection, . To Mr. Knolles,. author of the 
Turkifi Hiftory, he communicated authentic letters of the nie” 3 
of 
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of the knights of Rhodes, and the difpatches of Edward Bartan, 
ambaflador from queen Elizabeth to the Porte ; to fir Walter Ra- 
leigh, books and materials for the fecond volume of his Hittory, 
never publifhed ; and the fame to lord Verulam, for his Hiftory 
of Henry VII. The famous Mr. Selden was highly indebted to 
the ahs and inftructions of fir Robert Cotton, as he thankfully 
acknowledges in more places than one. In a word, this great 
and worthy man was the genérous patron of all lovers. of antiqui- 
ties, and his houfe and library were always open. to ingenious and 
inquifitive perfons.’ 


The following concife abridgement of the author’s account 
of. the learned Mr. Anth,. Blackwall may not be unacceptable 
to our readers, as we, do not recollect that any other memoirs 
of him have been publifhed. 

Anthony Blackwall, a native. of Derbyfhire, was adanered 
fizar in Emanuel College; Cambridge, Sept. 13, 8690, pro- 
ceeded bachelor of arts in 1694, and went out mafter 1698. 
He was appointed head. matter. of the noted. free fchool at 
Derby, and lecturer of All-hallows there, where, in 1706, he 
diftinguifhed himfelf.in the literary world by Theognidis Me- 
garenfis Sententie Morales, nova Latina Verfione, Notis et 
Emendationibus, explanatz et exornatez, &c. 8vo. Whilft at 
Derby he alfo publifhed, An Introduétion to the Claffics, 8vo. 
1718. In 1722 he was appointed: head-mafter of the free 
fchool at Market-Bofworth. in Leicefterfhire ; and m 725 ap- 
peared in gto his greateft and moft. celebrated work, the Sacred 
Claflics defended and illuftrated: Vol, I, im two parts. A fe- 
cond volume, completed but a few, weeks before his, death, 
was publifhed in 1731, under, the title of the. Sacred Claflics 
defended and. illuftrated. The. fecond and. laft. volume, in 


_three parts. A Latin tranflation, of both volumes, with addi- 


tional obfervations, was publifhed at Leipfic in 1736, by. Chr. 
Wollius, M. A. 

Mr. Blackwall had the felicity to bring up many excellent 
{cholars in his feminary at Derby, and Bofworth; among 
others. the celebrated Richard Dawes, author of the Mifcel- 
lanez Critica, and fir Henry Atkins, bart.. who, being patron 
of the church of Clapham in Surry, prefented him, O&. 12,, 
1726, to that rectory, then fuppofed to be worth 3001. a year, 
as a mark of his gratitude and efteem. In 1728, he was pre- 
vailed upon to publifh, A new. Latin Grammar; or, a fhort, 
clear, and eafy, introdudtion of young fcholars to the knowlege 
of the Latin tongue. Early in 1729, to accommodate the fa- 
milies of his patrons, fir Wolftan Dixie and fir. Henry Atkins, 
who were nearly related, he refigned the rectory of Clapham, 
and retired to Market-Bofworth, where he was equally refpett- - 
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ed for his abilities and conviviality, . He. died at his {chool 
there, April 8,,1730. His fon John,,who.was many years an _ 
attorney at Stoke, died in 1763, aged 56. A-daughter of the.» 
former was married to William Cantrell, bookfeller, at Derby. 


‘There does not appear to be the flighteft memorial of this ° - 


learned and worthy man in the church of Bofworth. 
The aftronomical obfervations, at the end of this volume, 


are curious and extenfive. ‘They’ were made at Hinckley “by 
Mr. John Robinfon. ° . 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 
Di Do Vi bo Mets TNs 


Hugo Grotius on the Truth of Chriftianity. Tranflated into Englifh, 
by Spencer Madan, t/q. fmall 8vo. 55. Dodifley. 
ROTIUS informs us, that-he compofed his treatife on the 

J Truth of the Chriftian Religion originally in the Dutch lan- 
guage, and in verfe, more particularly for the ufe of his country- 
men in their long voyages to China, Guinea, Turky, and other fo- 
reign countries ; and that he afterwards threw it into its prefent 
form at the requeft of his friend Jerom Bignon, advocate-general of 
the parliament of Paris. The dedication to M. Bignon is dated, 
Paris, Aug. 27, 1639. In the preface Grotius mentions three 
writers, who had treated the fame fubje&t before him: 1. Rae- 
mundus Sebundus, or De Sebeyde, a learned’ Spaniard} who, 
about the year 1436, wrote a treatife, entitled, Theologia Na- 
turalis, de Homine'et Creaturis. This book was tranflated by 
Montagne, who fays, that the notions of the author are fine, 
his defign pious, and his fcheme* well executed. 2. Ludovicus 
Vives, of Valentia in Spain, who died in 1536. His works 
were publifhed at Bafil, in two volumes, in 1555. - The Dialogues, 
to which Grotius alludes, were alfo printed feparately in 1571.. 
3+ Philip de Mornay, baron Du Pleffis, who wrote a traét, De 
Veritate Religionis Chriftiane, which was tranflated into Englifh 
by Sir Philip Sydney, and Arthur Golding. M. du Plefflis died 
in 1623. ; ; 

Since the days of Grotius, innumerable authors, efpecially 
in Englifh and French, have written in defence of Chriftianity ; © 
but no fucceeding writer has eclipfed the glory of this celebrated 
work. It Has been feveral times tranflated into Englifh ; into 
profe, by Patrick, and by Clarke} into verfe, by T. J. in 1686 ; © 
and ‘lately by Mr. L’Ofte. Still, however, Mr. Madan con- 
ceived that it might be ufeful to publith a familiar tranflation 
of it, unencumbered with notes or quotations, for the ufe of. 
the lower ranks. of people. ‘ To the learned world, he. fays 
very modefily, I confefs I offer nothing prepared or defigned 
Aortheir perufal, They will find neither literary merit’ 
nove 
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novel information, and therefore I would with them to remember; * 


that all the pretenfions of this poor attempt are only, by i its 


brevity and plain appearance, to entice and reconcile the lefs- 


informed part of our community to fome little knowlege of fo 
great a man as Grotius.’ In this view the trahilseor’ & icheme is 
laudable, and we with him fuccefs. 

A Treatife on the Sabbath. By W. Liwelyn. 8vo. 25.6d. Evans, 


The ,author- of this: traét attempts to fhew the origin, the 
nature, the defign, and the utility, of the fabbath ; but his man- 


ner of treating the fubjeét is defultory and whimficals On many - 


occafions the reader will be amazed at the wildnefs of his no- 
tions, “Thus, in treating of a-fuppofed rebellion in heaven, he 
Introduces the devil like a factious demagogue foliciting votes 
for a feat in parliament. 

‘ He then ventures upon the bufinefs. He declares himfelf 
independent, doubtlefs when God was abfent. He canvafles for 
himfelf, and by bribes and impofitions gets a number to declare 
for hit ; and was dlfo by numbers withftood, who abhorred 
him and his party.’ 


In the following paflage hé makes the redemption a fubject of : 


buffoonery : 


¢ Satan, pretending to be what he was not, maimed the works 


of God; Jefus, by a fimilar fort of conduct, deftroys his workss 
Satan could boaft, that, by- pretending to be innocent, he had 


ruined the caufe of i innocency in the world; and to deride him, 


Jefus, by taking upon him to be fin, caufes it to ceafe to.exitt. 
This is true wit, real humour, and perfect eloquence. Let 
heaven and earth clap their hands, and burft out into a laugh, 


for God has mocked the mocker, outwitted the wit, deceived the , 


deceiver, and for_ever turned the laugh upon his adverfary.’ 

In another place, fpeaking of the death of Chrift, he defcribes 
that event in this wild and extravagant manner : 

‘ Here was fuch dying as never will be avain. The creator 
died in infinite agony ; the earth died trembling, and broke her 
heart, though a rock ; the heaven died, and her face not only 
turned pale, but black ; fun, moony and {tars died; every man, 
every creature, and every atom died, and expired at once. 
This brought on the acs funeral of the univerfe and its ma-, 
ker; and now firictly fpeaking, the dead bury their dead. For 
God is dead and buried | by thofe who were dead in him, which 


terminated in the general refurrection of all. The creator rofe, 


and the creation with him, and paffed into a new flate.’ 
Thefe are flights of imagination beyond the vulgar bounds of 
nature, reafon, and common fenfe. 


Simplicity recommended to Minifiers of the Gof; el, with Refped to 
their Doétr ine, Method, Style, and Delivery in preaching » with 
Hints on otier Snape of the Minifierial Offices 12mo. 15, 6d: 
Dill 
A 3 and fenfible tract, recommending that fimplicity which. 

ig the nobleft ornament of a Chriftian divine. The archbifhop 

Vor. LV. May, 1783. Ee of 
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of ‘Cambray, in his Didlégies on Eloquerice, father Blaife Gif- 
bert,* in his treatife, entitled, Chriftian Eloquence in Theory 
and Practice, and many others,‘ have recommended this armable 
quality to preachers, in the compofition and thedelivery of their 
fermons.; but this writer has taken.a wider compafs, ‘and recom- 
mends it to minifters of the Gofpel in all:their facred offices, 
and in their whole conduét and deportment. Our author isa 
diffenter, and, as he informs,us, a layman. | His work is there- 
fore more adapted to the tafte of diffenters than of the clergy of 
the eftablifhed church. 


Fourteen Sermons on various Subjects. By the late Rev. Robert 
Hood. 8vo0. 5s. in Boards. Baldwin. 


Thefe difcourfes are written in a clear and unaffected ftyle. © 
‘Fhe author’s arguments and obfervations are plain and obvious, 
but rational and important. He prudently avoids all points of 
tontroverfy ; and though he warmly recommends religious prin- 
ciples and devout affections, he very properly cautions his readers 
againft enthuftafm. 

The fubjects of which he treats, are, the nature of Chrift’s 
kingdom, the pre-eminence of man above the brutes, calling evil 
good, and good evil, piety the only fource of genuine virtue, the 
character and bleffednefs of the pious man, the foundation of the 
chriftian’s faith and hope, the devout affections, the unhappy in- , 
fluence of bad company, the duty of parents and children, the pre- 
fent rewards of religion and virtue, religious gratitude; the bleff- 
ings of the Chriftian religion, and the nature of genuine hu- 
mility. 

"The firft of thefe difcourfes was preached before the proteftant 
diffenting minifters of Cumberland, at their general meeting, 
Aug. 16, 1780. : 


et Fae We Fie were Sem OFery . Meee 


Refleétions on the Preliminary and Provifional Articles. 8v0. 15. 
' Robinfon. 

The author of this pamphlet fets out with obferving, that if, 
at the clofe of the former year, it had been practicable to con- 
clude a general pacification upon the terms we have obtained, he 
believes they would have been accepted with general fatisfaétion. 
But, that the danger being now removed, we compare the terms 
of this treaty with thofe of former treaties, without reflecting 
that an unfortunate war cannot be terminated fo advantageoufly 
as thofe which: have been fuccefsful and glorious. The laft part 
of this remark is perhaps well-founded; but we cannot help 
thinking that the author himfelf is likewife erroneous in refpect 
of comparifon, When he infinuates that the nation had not, upon 
his own principle, a better right to good terms at the clofe of 
laft year than at the end of the preceding. Jt is furely unjuft to 
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* Blaife Gifbert was a French Jefuit ; born in 1657, died in 173. 
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confider the glorious victory we gained in the’ Weft Indies as. of 
not evenethe finialleft-weight in the ‘balance. sas 

What is objestedito the terms of the peacé is, the author fars 
ther obferves, 'thar they were not the beft which might have 
been) obtained ; ‘that’ ‘they were acééded to haftily and lightly ; 
and, amongit’ other’ things, that they were more confidered as 
connected with the continuance of’a particular adminiftration than 
with rhe national welfare. ** Now, fays he, whéther the event hath 
not fufficiently done away this laft imputation, if the fate of 
former peace-makers did not; who have utually found odium and 
difgrace where they expected popularity and ftability ; and whe- 
ther fomething more than vain loofe, fufpicions and furmifes 
fhould not be offered to ftigmatize any fet of men with a treachery 
fo flagrant and. profligate, as it is my with to keep as clear as 
poflible from any, party difcuffions, I fhall leave others to decide.’ 
The author’s reafoning on this point appears to us far from fatis- 
' faftory ; for, before we can admit the late. change ‘of the admi- 
niftration to be brought as an-undeniable proof of the rectitude 
of the minifters who concluded the peace, he ought to have en- 
deavoured at leaft to convince us that they really were certain of 
fiich an event. ; 

In vindicating the peace, the author’s principal argument is 
the common topic of the immenfe national debt, with the diffi- 
culty of raifing men for the army. and the .fea-fervice. He en 
deavours likewife to enforce his reafoning. by drawing, between 
the belligerent powers, a parallel difadvantageous to Great Bri- 
tain; but, in this part of the pamphlet, he appears to labour 
under the weight of the caufe which he attempts to defend; . 
fometimes appealing to our reafon, fometimies to groundlefs. ap- 
prehenfions, and fometimes even to our humanity. He juftifies, 
however, the feveral preliminary articles with corifiderable in - 
genuity, though mott of his arguments have been anticipated’ in 
the § Confiderations on the Provifional Treaty and Preliminary 
Articles of Peace,’ of which we gave an account in our laft 
Review. ) 


Thoughis.on the Conftitution, with aView to the propofed Reform in 
the Reprefentation of the People, and the Duration of Parliaments. 
By Lord Carysforts’ Svo. 1s. 6d. Vebrett. | 


In this pamphlet lord Carysfort takes a comprehenfive, and 
philofophical view of the Englifh conititution, which he pro« 
nounces $0 be corrupt in the democratic part. Arguing from 
the general equality of men by nature, his lordfhip confiders 
the reprefentation of the people, according to the preient fyftem, 
as extremely imperfect, and fubverfive of that public fpirit which 
every free government ought to cherifh with peculiar care, The 
plan of reform propofed by this right honourable author is to 
increafe the number of voters in finall boroughs, by aflociating 
with them the freeholders in adjacent parts of the country, as has 
been lately done at Cricklade ; and to add to the number of re 
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prefentatives for counties in proportion totheir extent and papu-., 
lation. Copyholders and leafeholders for long terms ot yvars,, 
he.thinks, ought to be admitted to vote ; but no man be fuffered 
to vote in more than one place. _ It is but juftice to obferve, that 
lord Carysfort is the moit fenfible and liberal writer that has 
treated of a parliamentary reform, though we cannot agree with 
his lordthip in refpect to what he mentions as a matter of fact, 


viz. that the people are uneafy under the prefent mode of repre- 
fentation. 


A Letter to a Pairiot-Senator. Svo. 1s.  Daiily. 


The writer of this Letter endeavours to prove, that, by the 
conititution of England, the whole mdependent body of rhe 
people has a natural right, and anciently enjoyed it, of voting 
at the election of reprefentatives. This right, he infifts, ought 
to be reftored ; and*for that purpofe, he prefents his correfpondent 
with the heads of a bill, of which, however well calculated, it 
is. unneceflary to give any account. 


Thoughts on a Reform in the Reprefentation of the People in the 
Commons Houfe of Parliament. Svo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 
This author, after inculcating, upon the fuppofition of an 
undue influence of the crown, the neceffity of a parliamentary 
reform, proceeds to give a detail of three different plans which , 
have been propofed for attaining that object. The firft refpects 
the addition of. a hundred knights of the- fhire; the fecond, to 
disfranchife the rotten boroughs, and to admit copyholders to 
vote at county-eleétions ; and the third, to reftore all fubjects, - 
not chargeable as paupers, to what the author deems their an- 
cient right of fuffrage. With thefe plans, he delivers his own 
opinion, and has addreffed the whole to the Hon. William Pitt. 


A folemn Appeal to the good Senfe of the Nation: pointing out the 
imm:diate Neceffity of a cordial Coalition between the King and the 
People, Sew Bve. 15. 6d. Flexney. 


The profefied defign of this author is to point out the imme-— 
diate neceility of a cordial coalition between the king and the 
people ;. in order to affert the violated dignity of the crown, and - 
the majefty of the people; and by a reitoration of the ancient 
conftitution, to preclude the poffibility. of this country’s being 
ever governed by a faction. ‘Thefe are plaufible pretences, but 
there appears {trong reafon for thinking that the ,uthor’s real in- - 
tention is very different. He is a moft violent partizan for the 
parliamentary reform. The influence of the aritlocracy he feems 
indeed inclined to abridge ;. but it is by means of fuch a reftric- 
tion of the influence likewife of the crown as cannot be thought 
very compatible with the Britifh conftiturien. He would, with 
great zeal, and a bold prccipitancy, endeavour to diminifh the 
weight of the two fuperior branches of the. legiflature; but he 
would at the fame time augment the power of the commons:to a 
dégree that muft render the government in effect democratical. 
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fn fhort, innovation, and not prudent teformation, is obviedfly. 
the defign of this republican writer. | . 


A Defence of the Rockingham Patty, in their late Coalition with the 
Right Honourable Frederick Lord North. 8x0. 15. 6d. Stockdale. 
This writer, who either is, or affeéts tobe, one of the party 
which he vindicates, refis. the defence upon the proof of the 
three following propofitions; firft, that the Rockingham con- 
nection was the only one by which the country could be qedl 
Served; fecondly, that they were not by themfelves of fufficient 
ftrength to fupport the. weight of adminiftration ; and thirdly, 
that they were not the men whofe fervicés were the moft likely 
to be culled for by the fovereign, in the prefent crifis. 
“The firft of thefe propofitions he éndeavours to prove in a 
} ‘ manner Which, we believe, cannot be thought extremely con- 
, vincing. It is by reprobating the political character and condué 
of the earl of Shelburne, and extolling, in feparate panegyrics, 
the principal members of the Rockingham party. ‘The propo- 
fition, however, is not more defective in point of proof than it 
feems to be in point of foundation ; od of this circumftance 
the author evidently appears to be not unconfeious. Foreféeing 
the ridicule of affirming, that the friends of the late marquis of 
Rotkingham were perfuaded the-country could not be well /erved 
but by themfelves, he has, to render the propofition confiftent 
with their modefty, changed the terms into what he calls the 
proper and philofophical flate of it, viz. that each individual of 
f that connection was perfuaded, that the country could not be 
avell ferved but by his friends. We are much miftaken if this 
mode of reafoning is not likely to be deemed a refinement in 
political cafuiftry. | 
The author’s fecond propofition is far lefs controvertible; and 
upon this foundation he urgés the neceffity which the Rocking- 
ham party perceived of forming a junction with the noble cem- 
moner in the blue ribbon. | 
In refpect of the third propofition, that they (the members of 
the Rockingham party) were not the men whofe fervices were 
likely to be called for by the fovereign, it appears to us to be, if 
not unconfequential, at leaft unfavourable to the author’s pur- 
pofe. If, to obtain the reins of government, they formed a 
union with a minifter whofe public conduét they had been ac- 
cultomed to reprobate, fhall we admit them to have been in- 
fluenced by motives of genuine patriotifm?.and if, with the 
affiftance of their new ally, they teally forced themfelves into 
the cabinet, can we entertain a very high opinion of their refpe& 
for their fovereign ? | 
In the moft effeutial parts of the pamphlet, the author di‘- 
covers an embarraffinent infeparable from any apology for a 
public tranfaétion, in which, notwithftanding every {peecious 
pretence, men, rather than meafurés, may appear to have been the 
object of confideration. This epinion we the more readily ac- 
knowledee, as, in treating of the Coalition, in our laft Review, 
: . Ke 3 we 
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we gave no ground’ for the leaft fufpicion that we entertained 


any prejudice on the fubjedt, 


Political Reflections on the late Colonial Governments, in which their 
confiztutional Defeéis are [myn out, and fhown to have naturally 
produced the Rebellion which has unfortunately terminated in the 
Difmemberment of the Britifb Empire. By an American. 80. 
35. Wilkie. 


This fenfible and judicious author premifes fome remarks on 
government in general, and afterwards unfolds the difcordant 
rinciples of the feveral charters granted to our former colonies, 
Fe appears, from the title, to think that they have always been 
a fet of jarring fyftems, which muft ultimately _occafion their 
own diffolution ; and he fupports this opinion with a particular, 
and in general an accurate, review of thote of the fevera! colonies, 
‘Though weacknowlege that he has pointed out, with fomeprecifion, 
the defects of thefe original inftruments, yet we cannot allow of his 
conclufion. Every mixed form of government, in the fame way, 
muft contribute to its own decay ; E,. where the equilibrium. 1s 
capable of being deftroyed by the irregular increafe of the in; 
fluence of any of its conftituent parts, reftlefs and active fpirits 
muft neceflarily at fome time arife, who will endeavour to exalt 
themfelves at the expence of the public peace.. A pure and un- 
mixed defpotifm alone is therefore the only certain and fable form 
of government in its own nature; but, as it muft be conftantly 
fupported by an armed force, a popular leader or a fecret faction 
may occafionally change the mafter, though without affecting the 
orm of the government. We might purfue our author more 
clofely, and point out fome concurring circumftances, which have 
at leaft contributed to the ‘ difmemberment’; but this muft be 
the future bufinefs of the hiftorian, who can fafely tread on the 
afhes, after the fire under them is extinguifhed. As the author’s 
chief aim was to point out the errors of old charters, that they 
might be amended in. the renewed attachment of America to 
Great-Britain, the reft of our labour is ufelefs.. In better days, 
we fhould haye followed, with pleafure, the judgment of the 
olitician or the feelings of the man ; but our prefent lucubra- 
tions could have little effect in q diffant fcene, and among an 
alienated people, | 


PGB. T RM -¥, 


An Ode to Mr, Lewis Hendrie, Sc. principal Bear-Killer in the 
Metropolis of England, and Comb-Maker in Ordinary to his 
Majefly. 4to. 15. Bladon. 

This burle/que Ode, though rather top long, and ufhered 
in with more prefatory parade than was neceffary, has its fhare 
of poetical merit, and is in fome parts very laughable. Luckily 
for the authors of this our day, the fafhionable follies of 
the age afford ample matter for ridicule; Mr. Hendrie’s 
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occupation is a fair mark for fatire, dnd the poet has availed him- 
felf of it, to introduce fome fevere animadverfions on feveral pub- 
lic characters, whether with ftrié juflice or not we will not pre- 
tend to determine. Mr. Mafon, Mr. Sheridan, fen. Mefirs. Fox, 

Burke, and a few more, have fallen under his lath, and therefore 
will probably not much admire his poem ; where, notwithftanding, 
the impartial critic may find feme ‘good verfes; fuch, in our 
opinion, are the following : 





~ Wain is the fame Alemena’s fon 
Erft from Lernoean trophies won ; 
The boar he flew; he ftripp’d the hide: 
But to feize the better part : 
j | Is the praife of Hendrie’s art, 
. To Hercules denied. 
Hendrie, alike the praife is thine, 
The high ingredients to prepare 
That line with unétuous tat the fhaggy bear, 
Of deep-condenfing night, and effence all divine.’ 


The Ode concludes with this fpirited apoftrophe to Mr. Hendrie: 


¢ Yet not to earth confin’d in vain, 
And this dark fpot, thy towering fame afcends 
High in the regions of yon fpangled plain : 
Lo, each propitious ftar 
Joins fympathetic with the confcious bear ; 
/ See where at thy approach he bends 
His fhaggy head with many a gambol gay, 
To thee and J-hnf-n pointing forth the way, 
J-hnf-n who plods his wordy path along, 
Of urfine manners rude and ftrong : 
Then may ye mount in that aufpicious hour, 
Beyond the reach of fate’s controuling pow’r, 
‘There may ye both, a pair immogtal, fhine, 
Ee in the grifly tail, thou in the unctuous chine.’ 
Dr. J-hnf-’s beft friends will acknowledge, that there is humour 
in thefe lines, though at the expence of a refpectable character. 


( The Rutland Volunteer influenza’d; by Woodford Rice, E/g. to. 
5se Kearfley. 

Though we toiled through this whole poem with unremitted 
care and attention, we cannot at laft tell under what denomina- 
tion it is to be ranked ; whether it is defigned for a panegyric or 
a fatire; nor indeed to what end it was written, .as it feems to 
contain nothing’ but a lift of the author’s acquaintance, which 
appears to be very numerous; with a very fhort and imperfect 
account of the manner in which they are employed, allufions 
to faéts unknown, and remarks that are totally unintelligible, 
For a fpecimen of our author’s manner we fdhall quote a few 
lines ; 
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* Let Jervas royal ribband wear, 
And Thompfon fill a navy-chair ; 
Recorded be Lord Longford’s name; 

- Captain Cornwallis print in book of fame, 

‘ “Ma arty Cotten’s frigate prizes take, 

Heartwell nibble Keppel’s cake, 
Let Howe on Levifon put his feal ; 
Phil. Affleck’s infult now I feel. 
Let Calder have a feparate cruize, 
Hoift up the flag of Dickey Hughes : 
Give Fortefcue a better thip, 
And Ervine can of Bolton fii 
Give Tom Lloyd health to fail again, 
And Edward’s flag on any main, 
Let Parker dye the Holland feas, 

_ And Hotham feed on Keppel cheefe. 
M‘Bride fhall guard the northern coaft, 
And Schomberg fhare the navy boaft. 
Let Gell the navy laurels fhare: 

A fhip for Brown be Chatham’s care. 
Let Sit Jobn Lindfay lead a fleet, 
And Campbell fleep in Audley-ftreet :’—~ 
* Let Pattifon lead the royal train, 
Gun Williams prime, and load again : 
Bob Ainfley gave to Egypt peace, 
Made Bohem knight of golden-fleece ; ; 
Made Maxwell rabi of Duke’s place ; ; 
Let Doétor Johnfon know the cafe: 
Make Dottor Franklyn dean of Wells, © 
Aind Madan rhyme for Windfor bells: 
Let Cumberland produce a play, 

And Keate to Andrews yield the day.’ 


“In this ftrain the Rutland Volunteer jogs on through the whole, to 


what purpofe or with what view, we cannot poflibly determine, 
but, as Gay’ fays, 

« Our author has a meaning, and no doubt 

You all have fenfe enough to find it out.’ 


Explain this long enigma, good reader, if thou can’ ft : 
Be Et eris mihi magnus Apollo, 


The Times. A Satire, By T. Browne, Efq. 4to. 25. Edgerton, 
This Satire, as the author thinks proper to call it, is one of the 
yooft abfurd and unmeaning rhapfodies that ever difgraced ap 

Eenglith prefs. When it was printed we know not, for the title- 
age bears no date; it is pity indeed that it fhould ever have 

been printed, as the writer feems to be totally ignorant with 

regard to the laws. of poetry, and gives us neither yan: fenfe, 
nor harmony; it begins thus, 


¢ In folitary dales, unknown of pain, 
Where fpreading rocks ever embow’r the plain ; 
ree ee or ee eee iP i Where 
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Where paffion the foul of man neéer fir’d, 
From care awhile how happy thus retir’d ! 
¥et there is no refpite from human woe.” 


What ftrange hobbling metre! Pafioz is drawn into three fyl- 
lables, and ré/pite accented ipto r¢/pite. For excellent chyme we 
would recommend the following : a 

‘ From this princely child of melaucholy, 
Unto the boor that firuts with a big ely. 

Now with my lord, now with my lady ; 

And all prepare them te renew the day. 

But all enjoy, applaud the common raia, 

And men in chorus fing man’s dying tyne.’ 

Here we have melaucholy and belly, lady and the day, ruin and 
june, by way of fimilar founds. Surely this poet’s ear muft be 
formed in a very peculiar manner! To thofe who have a tafte for 
the obfcure and unintelligible, thefe lines will afford a curiou$ 
example : 


‘¢ Ye gods what creatures! what puzzle! and what wit! 
One booby ftands and more than fifty fit! 
Affairs go on, conclude, ftand as they were, 
Or each prolongs or longs to footh bis care ; 
Each motion promis’d, making or te make, 
But moves the farther, nearer, the rump ttake.’ 


The rump fake at the conclufion is as pretty a fpecimen ef the 
totally inexplicable as we have met with for fome time paft, But 
for foft and melodious verfes take the following : 


‘ The virtuous man’s duty’s to do what’s fit ; 
He never builds on mere human credit ; 

Klis happine(s is felf-contentment ; 

His place, his poft of honour, retirement.’ 


We beg pardon of our readers for troubling them with fo many 
quotations from, this miferable performance; but as it is done 
with the honeft defign of faving them two fhillings (the price of 
the poem) we humbly hope they will excufe it. 


Poems hy a Gentleman, Small.8vo.. 1s. Cadell. 

This publication confiits of four little poems in elegiac mea- 
fure. The firft is addreffled to the memory of an unfortunate 
young man. In the fecond the-author complains of the falfhood 
of Delia. In the third, difckaims the orefedion of the law, con- 


trary to his friends’ advice: and in the fourth at/emprs to paint 
‘ the delights of faney ;* a fubjeét that requires the moft 
mafterly hand. Not that we mean to exprefs'a difapprobation of 
thefe. poems: though inferior to many elegies in pathos, and 
others in fublimity, yet they by no means deferve cenfure. The 
language is elegant, the fenfe perfpicuous, and the lines eafy and 
harmonious. — | | 
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The Efficacy and Innocence, of Solvents candidly examined, with 
_, Experiments and Cafes. . By Robert Home, Surgeon to the Sauoy. 
““Bv0. “1s.6d.° “Murray. i 
. “This examination appears’ to be accurate as well as candid. 
The refult is, that the foap-lees are often of real fervice in dif- 
folving fabulous concretions of the kidneys, as well as of the 
bladder. The theorift will argue, that it is impoffible ; for fixed 
air in the blood, and acid itm the ftomach, will deftroy the pecu- 
liar properties of the folvent... But thefe arguments are of little 
confequence ; the medicine relieves the complaints, and the ftones 
feem at leaft to difappear. It is of: more confequence to ob- 
ferve; that the urine of the author, during the ufe of the re- 
medy, alfo poffefled a,lithontriptic quality, and readily diffolved 
other calculi, while the urine of.ahealthy perfon either added 
to, their weight, or had little effe€&t.. This experiment is not, 
indeed, new ; it was formerly tried, if we miitake : not, by 
Dr. Newcome, who, for a fimilar complaint, had ufed this re- 
medy. It may poffibly be objected, that calculi. are of different 
kinds, and fometimes diffolved by~ very different and, oppofite 
menftrua ; but our author does not contend for the lixivium ae 
univerfally ufeful ; he gives a faithful narration only of what he 
has himifelf experitriged and obferved. He defends the ufe of 
folvents from the attacks of Mr. Newman, who has attributed 
many diforders to their continued ufe.- In one cafe, at leaft, it 
feemed:to have no effect on the fubfequent operation ; and the 
fevers and fcorbutic fymptoms which Mr. Newman had pro- 
phefied, our author did not obferve. Hlis.courfe was indeed in- 
terrupted by two or three flight feverifh complaints, but their 
duration was very fhort ; the lixivium itfelf he found to be an- 
tifeptic. The different lixivia are various in their ftrength, but the 
dofes are in proportion to their caufticity. Mr. Adam’s folvent is 
weaker than any lixivium, but Mr. Home thinks it of the fame 
Kind, difguifed by different preparations, and foftened by the 
addition of opium. | 
Account of anew Method of treating Foints of the Kuce and Elbow. 
In a Letter to Mr, Pott. By H. Park, of Liverpiol. 8v0. 15. 
Johnfon. 
The new method recommended by Mr. Park is, to extirpate 
the joint while the integuments and mufcles remain. »Confe- 
quently the extremities ot the bone unite by an unufual extent of 
callus, and the limb is preferved, without a joint indeed, and 
diminifhed fomewhat in its length ; but the toes and fingers will 
probably retain their feveral motions, and the mufcles near the 
former joint will be tixed to the adhering integuments. The fe- 
yerity of this operation, the numerous abfcefles and finufes which 
will be formed before a cavity fo large js filled up, may not terrify. 
a furgeon, but we think them material objeftions. The others 
which may occur are ftated by .our author with great candor; 
but, on the whole, he thinks them fully compenfated by the ad- 
vantages of retaining afoot ora hand, He performed the ope- 
’ ratyon 
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ration on the knéé in the Liverpool ipa with the confent of 


the patient, after. héhad faifly ftated the advantages and difad- 
vantages of it; ‘The‘recovery was flow; yet it is juft.to add, 
that it was as Complete as could be expected. The. man recovered. 
fo well that he went aftefwards to fea. “Mr. Park thinks, for-ob- 
vious reafons; ‘that it might facceed better in the arm, and we 
entirely agree'in his opinion. ‘This letter is written with candor 
and propriety ; and-there are undoubtedly many cafes, in which 
the operation’ recommended, with all its terrors, may be advan- 
taveoully practifed. ° 
’ Prattical Obfervations on Amputation, and the After-treatment: to 
avhich is added an Account of the Amputation above the Ancle, 
with d Flap, By. Edward Alanfon. Second Edition, 8v0. 55 
\ fevsed. * Johnfon. ' 
‘Ona former occafion, we gave an account.of the firft edition. 
of thefe Obfervationhs *, which Mr, Alanfon has now confiderably 
enlarged. _He’has been induced to lay them, before the public, 
from a perfuafion, that, according to the common method of am- 
putating, too little fkin is faved. “He obferves, as we before're- 
cited, that the mufclés are \generally divided by a perpendicular 
circular incifion ; no union is-attempted bythe firit intention ; 
the parts are drefled with oe Samy and by many, the arteries are 
tied with the needle, including the nerves, veins, and adjacent 
atts. In confequence of this mode of practice, he remarks that 
there frequently enfue fpafms, brifk fymptomatic fever, hemar- 
rhage, a great difcharge of matter, with retraction of the mufcles, 
and exfoliation ; allwhich inconveniencesit is hisdefign to prevent. 
The method recommended by Mr, Alanfon differs trom the 
ufual ‘practice, in refpeét not only of the operation of am putating, 
but of the after-treatment. In the former of thefe he differs with 
regard to the application of the tape, the quantity of {kin faved, 
and the manner of executing the double incifion ; and in the lat- 
ter likewife, in a few circumftances. ‘To the account which we 
ave of the preceding edition it is fyfficient to add, that Mr, 
‘Alanfon confirms the fuccefs ®f his méthod by a number of cafes 
in the infirmary of Liverpool, and elfewhere; and that his farther 
obfervations tend ftrongly to recommend to the general notice of 
furgeons, the method which forms the fubject of this treatife, 


Prattical Thoughts cn Amputations, Sc. By R. Mynors, Surgeon, 
Small vo. 25. 6d. fewwed. Robinfon. 
~ As no detail of Mr. Mynors’s method of aimputating, lefs ex. 
licit than his own account, could anfwer the purpofe of chirur- 
gical readers, we muft refer them to his little tra&t, which ig 
highly worthy of their perufal, The practice he recommends is 
not only placed by himfelf in rhe moft advantageous light, but 
the fuccefs of it is likewife confirmed by the teflimony of other 
furgeons, ds particularly ccnducing to render the treatment fubfe- 
quent to amputation, not only more eafy but more expeditious in 
its effect. : 
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% See Crit, Review, vol. xlix. p. 46, 
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Intirefting Medical Difyuiftions and Faéts, &3c. bythe. Author of 
Obfervations on Fevers. Svo. 15. Bowen. _ 

« National intereft and national:fecurity’ again? It is impofi- 
ble? ‘A fecond reading -has, however, convinced. us, that this is 
really and truly the very fame, pamphlet which we lately reviewed 
under the title of ‘ An Anticipation of the Crifis.”. This grofs 
impofition deferves the al, gn ea But, befides the title, 
there is a new introduction of eaght pages, from.which we learn, 
that all our loffes from wars, peitilence, and emigration, ate to be 
repaired by the hermetic febrifuge ! 

We have remarked one alteration only, in this alter et idem, 
which is, that, in the prefenr work, the hermetic febrifuge is not 
to be fold ; but thefe words in the former publication were very 
carefully erafed, We congratulate our countrymen on. this 
returning difintereftédnefs. Neglet not this valuable. offer, of 
life and health! And as we have once loft a Rockingham from 
his inattention to Mr. White, let us not. run the flighteft rik of 
the remaining band of venerable patriots, | 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Ais Inquiry into the Principles of Ecclefiaftical Patronage and Pre- 
Sentation, Sc. 2mo. 25. 6d. . Donaldfon. 

This tract is an elaborate defence of popular elections in. the 
ehurch of Scotland, tending to fhew the propriety of vetting the 
people at large with the power of electing their minifters, in op- 
pofition to the right of prefentation, reftored to patrons by an 
aét in the tenth year of queen Anne, and other claims and pre- 
tenfions. In the profecution of this fubject the author endea- 
vours to prove, that the {cheme of patronage and prefentations is 
incompatible with the principles of law, religion, and the. con- 
ftitution of the Prefbyterian church; that it 1s injurious to the 
natural rights of mankind, the dignity of human nature, the 
morals of the clergy -and the people, the intcreft of learning, 
&e. and that, in thefe and many other inftances, the advan- 
tage lies greatly on the fide of popular elections. 

The author has anfwered feveral objections with great acute- 
nefs; but he does not feem to have confidered the two following 
circumftances with all the attention they deferve. te 

 Firft, there is, generally fpeaking, fotné cog du village, fome 
overbearing dictator (or probably a junto) who takes the lead in 
lar eleétions, and frufirates all the benefits and privileges of 
eur author’s Utopian fyftem. Secondly, popular elections have 
been known to produce faétions and animofities ; but have been 
very feldom attended with any advantages. Where there is a 
conteft, the qualifications of the candidates are not regarded ; 
the point is carried by intereft or artifice ; and the party which 
is defeated is generally difatisfied : fo that every wife man, before 
he wifhes to have a vote for the election of a*miniffer, fhould 
confider this pathetical fpeech of the patriarch Jacob: ‘ I may 
bring a curfe upon me, and not a blefiing.’ ‘ a 
uide 








MowrHty Catatrocueg,. 4tz 
Guide to Health, Beaty, Riches, and Honour. Bo. 1s. 6d. 
er. . 

This is a collection of sdioecstfetiiballe from the new{papers,, 
which at times offer us all the good things of this world, at the. 
loweit rates. The author’s introdution, pointing out our im- 
provements in various branches, and referring to the fubfequent 
addreffes to the public, is humorous and entertaining, and gives 
an unity and defign to the fcattered branches of which this pam- 
phict.confifts. Katterfelto is atvended to, but in our opinion he 
merited greater refpect; for we really think, and we fpeak from 
an intimate perfonal acquaintance, that he is the greateit genius 
in the world—in pennifig an advertifement. 

Vindication of General Richard Smith, Chairman of the Selei# 

: Committee of the Houfe of Commons. 8v0. 2d Edition. 25. Ode 

Stockdale. , 

"This ironical Vindication is conducted with much humour ; and 
fome anecdotes, which the author has related, do not tend to in- 
creafe the character which the general has hitherto maintained. 
The greater part of this pamphiet confifts of‘ political and mer- 
cantile reflections ; it is faid to be the produétion of a merchant, 
and contains many fenfible obfervations, in a peculiar ftyle of 
irony and humour. ‘Fhe great branches of Afiatic commerce 
form an object too ftupendous for the decifion of a Reviewer. 
We fear, from the irrefolution and mutability. of the councils, 
that we fhall not, for an extended period, excite either terror or 
refpect among the princes of the Eaft; and that the air-blown. 
bubble will be diffipated, and leave nota * wreck behind.’ 


Reports of the Humane Society, inftituted in the Year 17745 for the 


Recovery of Perfons apparently drowned, for the Years 1781 -and 
1782. 800. 25. Rivington. 


A Society, which has the welfare of mankind for its principal 


Y 


obje&, and is conducted by the moft difinterefted benevolence, 


deferves our commendations; and we have conftantly afforded 
them, except when the principal inftitutors were, by too far extend- 
ing their defigns, purfuing methods which might impede their chief 
and moft falutary,intentions. In the year 1781, twenty-four per- 
fons were recovered; and it is probable that, by their rewards and 
encouragements, 46 who required no medical affiftance, were, in 
a great meafure preferved. ‘The unfuceefsful cafes in this year 


were 42.. The fuccefsful. cafes in 1782 were 24; thofe which . 


required no medical affiftance 46. The fatal only 356. We 
can only fay to the inhabitants of every: city in the neighbourhood: 
of the fea or a navigable river, ‘ Go! and do tTHov likewife.’ 


Pere Pafcal, a Monk of Montferrat, vindicated : in a Charge brought 
againft bim by a noble Bal of Great Britain. By P. Thickneffe- 


Sve. Davis. 


Mr. Thickneffe’s perfortiances, thotigh fometimes a little 


wild and eccentric, are frequently entertaining ; we cannot. 


however: fay fo tnuch of this, as it contains nothing but a dull 
harrative of a tranfaétion that paffed between a noble earl, whofe 
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naine is not mentioned, and Pere Pajfcal, a monk of Montferrat, 
wlio fent fome feeds to the earl, and, as Mr. Thickneffe {tates tle 
faét, was not fufficiently rewarded by the earl for ,his trouble. 
‘This we apprehend is a ftory which, true .or, falfe,, the public 
will not be deeply interefted in; the pamphlet therefore, we are 
afraid, will not be of any great fervice to Mr. Thicknefle, with 
regard either to fame or fortune, nor will much profit arife from 
the fale* of it to the monk of Montferrat. 
Tyrocinium in Hofpitiis Curia; or, Exercifes for the Firft Year, in 

the Inns of Court, preparatory to the Study of the Law, Vol. I. 

By B. D. Free. 1200. - 35. Brown, 

This volume, as the author informs us, was compofed of fome 
collections which he. had made during his firft refidence at ‘the 
univerfity under a private tutor. It confitts of three parts, con- 
taining the principles of logic, rhetoric, and ethics. To the 
logic he has prefixed an account of the progrefs of that art among’ 
the ancients. The plan which he has tollowed is that of Ariftotle 
and the fchoolmen; and he feems, we mutt confefs,; to have ftu- 
died Crakenthorpe, Burgerfdicius, .Crucius,  Sanderfon, and 
Wallis, with wonderful application. 

In his treatife on rhetoric he. has collected obfervations from 
Ariftorle, Longinus, and others. . In his fyftem of ethics he has 
chiefly tranflated his definitions and diftinctions from the Latin of 
Dr. Langbaine, with fuch alterations and additions as appeared 
to him to be ufeful for young gentlemen defigned for the bar. 

To-this volume he has prefixed the following lines .fromr 
Virgil: 


‘ 





Tentanda via eft, qua me-quoque poflim, 
Tollere humo, victorque virim volitare per ora.’” 

It is undoubtedly a noble ambition to be defirous of foaring in- 
to the clouds, before the eyes of a gazing multitude. But as it 
is fcarcely probable, that a fyftem of logic or ethics, on the plan of 

the fchoolmen, will raife the author to this glorious elevation, 
we know but one way of accomplifhing his wifhes, and that is, 
by converting his book into a paper-kite. 
Then through celeftial regions he may fail, 
3 Borne on the wings of each afpiring gale. 
The Blazing Star; or Vefina, the Gigantic, Rofy, Goddefs of 
Health, -4to. 15.6d. Bladon. 

‘This catch-penny piece is faid to be, and probably is, a ‘fpeech, 
or lecture delivered at Dr. Graham’s, in Pall-Mall, by the woman~ 
who affifts him in the characier of Veftina ; it was written, we are 
told in the title page, by the Doctor himfelf, and it is worthy of 
him. One part of it being the arrant nonfenfe of an emptv pom- - 
pous empiric, and the other confifting of nothing but trite and 
common-plate declamation, as long and tedious as a methedift 





© @ The original letters fhall be left with the-publifier, and the’ 
profits (if any arife) from the fale of this petit piece, hall be faitiv- 
fully remitted to the injured monk at Montfecrat.’.. 


fermon, 
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fermon, and almdft'as dull. * We fhall feleéta fhort-{pecimen for’ 
the amufement of our readers. } oda Ye samaeasG aa 8 

‘ We are told, ladies and gentlemen, by Mofes, the facred phi- 
lofopher, law-givér, and hiftorian, that the great Creator and Pre) 
ferver of the univerfe, whofe power and wifdom is. fupreme and 
infinite, obferved at the creation of the world, what-we call, the 
afcending feries, forming man after his own image, after he had: 
created all the other creatures, and every thing elfe, not only in 
this world, but even the whole folar fyftem. By that great law- 
giver, we are told, moreover, that out of the duft of the earth, or, 
as the original Hebrew I am told has it, out of the. flime of the 
earth, God created man ; infufing in him an immortal fpirit, and 
breathing into his noftrils the breath of life; but that of the re- 


fined-——of the animated clay—he formed his help meet —his folace . 


—his joy—his beautiful counter- part —Woman. 

* A yery excellent poet exclaimed, ** An honeft man’s the 
nobleft work of God!”—and I am fure that every gentleman in 
this roum will moft heartily allow, that a virtuous, beautiful, and 
fweet-tempered woman, is the lovelieft and moft defireable objcé& 
in the whole vifible creation.’— 

- © If you attend, gentlemen, to the fair fex in their early years, 
in the clear, genial, rofy morning of their life, you will find that 
females are by nature qualified to appear to advantage In the 
world much fooner than men. A young lady, for example, of 
fifteen, will have eyes beaming gentle falutations, and features 
and lips breathing fweet refponfes! (to ufe the words of the fen- 
timental Yorick) and will be found to think and to exprefs herfelf 
with fo much propriety and elegance, as to be the delight of 
a company in which a youth of the other fex, and of the fame 
aye, would appear either aukward, bafhtul, filent, or, in a word, 
quite out of his element. When we confider the early bloffoms 
of love and friendfhip which begin to appear in girls about the 
age we have juft mentioned, we may very naturally exclaim with. 
the poet, 

** Sweet peace fits brooding, like a white-plum’d dove, 
‘¢ O’er infant friendfhip, and o’er infant love.” 

‘- Thus, gentlemen, the almond, the vine, the peach, the 
neétarine, and other’ trees of a foft and delicate texture, in which 
the balmy, the ambrofial juices meet with but little obftruction in 
their circulation, are covered with foft verdure, and expand with 
luxuriant bloffoms, long before other trees of a coarfer nature and 
harder fubftance, feem to feel the genial approaches of the 
fpring :—So women, formed of fofter and fweeter materials, of a 
more plaftic organization, and for a fpeedier difplay and matura- 
tion of both bodily charms and mental abilities, they ftand in 
much lefs need than men of time, and of the adventitious fuc- 
cours of art, to attain to thofe high degrees of perfection of which 
it is generally allowed they are capable.’ 


Such is the miferable ftuff to which the ladies of this curious’ 


- metropolis are every night invited, and which many, we are told, 
crowd tohear. Surely England may, of all nations, be called the. 
land of credulity and impofture ! 
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4346... Monrruuy Catraioeuve.. : 

The Sentence of the Court Martial on the Hon. Lieutenant General 
| Murray; late Gowernor of Minorca. 35.62. Debrett. 
Obfrvations on Lieutenant General Murray's Defence. Py Sit 

, William Draper. 18.6d. Debrett. 

Tt is futhcient:to fay, of thefe two publications, that they ap- 
ptar to be authentic. ’ 

' The Trial of the Hon. Cofmo Gordon. Sve. 25. 

This trial was inftituted upon the allegation of neyléct of duty ; 
of which charge colonel Gordon was honourably acquitted. 
A Review of Mrs. Crawford and Mrs. Siddons, in the Charaéter 

of Belvidera. 8v0. is.6d. Debretti 

The author of this pamphlet feems to give his judgement in 
favour of Mrs. Crawford. But the comparative merits of thefe 
celebrated actrefles, not being a matter of literary criticifm, we- 
fhall léave the determination to the tribunal of the public. 


DRAMA TI €E, 


Too Civil by Haif, a Farce in two Af, as performed at the 
Theatre Royal Drury Lane. By Fohn Dent. 8vo. 15. Stockdale. 

Though this no hea has not quite fo much wit and hu- 
mour as the comedies of Congreve or Sheridan, there aré in it 
fome incidents and circumftances which are truly laughable, and 
to which it probably owes its fuccefs on the ftage, where. it has 
been received with approbation. In times like thefe, when every 
thing is melancholy around us, the author who makes us laugh 
is intitled to our thanks. We congratulate Mr. Dent, therefore,. 
on the theatrical applaufe which he has met with at Drury Lane, 
and hope it will encourage him to write better farces in future. . 
The Adventures of a Night, a Farce, as it is performed at Drury- 

Lane. 8vo. 15. T. Evans, Strand, 

There are few things which more require the attention of the 
legiflature, or ftand in greater need of reform, than the police of 
this city, and its envirgns. The defign, therefore, of this little, 
drama, which clearly is to expofe the mal-pracuces of a fet of 
wretches, who, under the defcription of trading juftices; are 
guilty of all forts of peculation, 1s very laudable: nor is the 
execution without merit, both in point of conduct and dialogue. 
The Blockheads; or, Fortunate Contra@or. An Opera, in Two 

Aédts, as it ts performed at New York. 8vo. 15 Kearfleys. 

If congeniality of character were a qualification fufficient for: 
an adequate defcription of blockheads, the author-of this Opera 
appears to have, for fuch an employment, a title, we muft ac- 
knowledge, fuperior to what we ever before obferved in any 
other writer. : . 
= . a = 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

A. B.C. defires to know-upon what foundation we afcribe thé’ ~ 
Harmony of the Gofpels; or the Hiftory of our Saviour, printed 
in 1705, to Mr. Locke.—An anfwer fhall be given to this inquiry 
in our next Review. : 
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